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97.1... SERMON 1. 

| JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN, 
"i Es 
3 


\GzxEs1s, xxxvii. 37.4 


Now Thract loved 75 ph more than all his chil. 
dien, becauſe he was the fon of his old age, 
And when his brethren faw that their father, " 
loved him more than all his brethren, they | 


hated him and could not ſpeak peaceably un- | 
to him. 


Fazzs is perhapsno Hiſtory in Scrip- 

ture more remarkable for ſurpriſing 

changes of fortune, or for the pathetic 
ſimplicity with which they are related 
than this of Joſeph. The ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances and ſituations it deſcribes, 
cannot fail to intereſt the heart, at the 

B 
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ſame time that they inſtil many a ſalu- 
tary leſſon for the conduct of human 
life. Itis the intention of the preſent 
and ſome ſuture diſcourſes, to lay theſe 
before you, accompanied with fuch 
reflections as they ſhall naturally ſug- 


__  - 


Tux ſubject of our Hiſtory is intro 
duced to us, as the darling of his fac 
ther's affections Tjrael loved Joſeph 
more than all his children. He was the 
ſon of the beloved Rachel. It has been 
| ſuppoſed to be one of the advantages 
conſequent upon marriages where 
love cements the union, that the affec- 
tion of the parents for each other, is 
transferred from themſelves to their 
offspring, and renders their children 


doubly dear to them: however that 


may be, certain it is, that the ſons of 
Rachel were cheriſhed by Jacob their 
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Father with more than ordinary prefer. ] 
ence and eſteem. 

| vs there was a further reaſon for 
this partiality of Jacob for Joſeph ;_— 
he was the fon of ſus old age. The love 


of parents for their children, is akin 
to the love of immortality, a prevail- 
ing ſentiment in the human breaſt ; it 


is the deſire to perpetuate themſelves 
in their offspring, to tranſmit their 
name to poſterity in the perſons of their 
deſcendants. The declining age of Ja- 


cob ſaw with a ſatisfaction which could 
not be concealed, its own exiſtence as 


it were renewed in the opening pow- 


ers and riſing faculties of the infant 


Joſeph. A child from Rachel had long 
been waited for, and was a boon grant- 
ed when leaſt to be expected: Preci- 


ous therefore mult be this gift from the 


Lord in the eyes of his Parents, as a 
15 6b 1 
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token of the divine acceptance of 

their prayers, and an encouragement 
to future confidence in God, who, 
though he may long delay to anſwer 
our petitions, yet will aſſuredly ſatisfy 
us in the end, that He is the God who 
heareth Prayer. 


- Ir is not always in the power of 
parents to love all their children with 
_ equal affection: ſome one may be en- 
deared to them above the reſt by his 
peculiar genius, manners, or temper; 
or the circumſtances of his birth may 
' cauſe them to ſet an higher value up- 
on him, as in the caſe of Joſeph, who 
was the ſon of his father's old-age; but 
then this predilection ought in wif- 
dom to be concealed with the utmoſt 
care from thoſe who have an equal 
claim to parental tenderneſs, leſt un. 


juſt diſtinctions ftir up the envy and 
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Jealouſy of his brethren towards the 


hated favourite. Jacob neglected this | 
_ prudent precaution ; not contenting 
himſelf with a ſecret preference for 
his fon Joſeph, he teſtified the parti- 


ality of his affection in the moſt open 


manner by making him à coat of many 


colours. | 


Tur conſequence was as might 


be expected - νe n his brethren ſaw 


that their father loved him more than all 


lus brethren, they hated him, and could nat 
ſpeak peaceably unto him. Their hatred 


ſhewed itſelf outwardly in their words 


and behaviour — The kindneſs of 
bis father drew upon him the re- 


proaches of his brethren... They could 
not ſpeaſ peaceably, or as ſome would 


render it, give him the cuſtomary; fa. 
lutation of, Peace be unto thee.” 


8 SERMON 1. 
Tus we ſee it was uſual for per- 
ſons even in thoſe days to accoſt one 
5 another with expreſſions of good- will: 
And here the language of compli— 
ment points out the path, of duty; 
the welfare of our brethren is the 
common concern of all Chriſtians 
who are members of one family, and 
as they wiſh well to each other's hap- 
pineſs, ſo are they to labour to pro- 
mote it as far as lies in their power. 


Bur far other ſendim ener than good 
will and benevolence rankled in the 
hearts of Joſeph' s brethren ; how theſe 
operated, and what direful effects they 
produced, will be ſeen in the ſequel 
of this _ 


Ir having pleaſed God to favour 
Joſeph with two dreams which con- 
veyed no very obſcure intimation of 


f 
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his own future exaltation, and the ſub- 
jection of the reſt of his family to him 
as their ſuperior, he was ſo impru- 


dent as to relate them to his brethren, 
thereby ſtill further provoking their 


reſentment againſt him. 


In his firſt dream he appeared to him 


ſelf as binding ſheaves with his bre- 
thren in the time of harveſt After 
he had bound his. ſheaf and laid it 


upon the ground, it ſeemed to him tio 


riſe up and ſtand erett_— the ſheaves 
of his brethren alſo which they had 


bound, ſeemed to riſe up in like man- 
ner and ſtanding round his ſheaf to 


bow down before it. 


His brethren underfibad this dream 
and were highly offended at its im- 
port Shalt thou indeed, ſaid they, reign 


over. us I or ſhalt thou indeed have domi- 


8 Sire 


nion over us. They could not bear to 
be told, that a time would come when 
they muſt all ſubmit to the authority 
of this their brother. And they hated 
him yet more for his dreams and for his 
words, both for having had theſe 
dreams, and for relating them. 
His ſecond dream was of the ſame 
fignification with the former, and' a 
_ confirmation of the truth of it, only 
the repreſentation was different, and 
more comprehenſive The ſun, moon, 
and eleven ſtars ſeemed to make obei- 
fance unto him. This alſo he told 
unto his father and his brethren. 


Howezvez Jacob might appear to 
diſcourage Joſeph for relating theſe 
dreams, ſeeing the effect they had up- 

on his other ſons, he could not be ig- 
norant of their meaning Mat is this, 


2 
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ſail he, that thou haſt dreamed, ſhall 1 
and thy mother and thy brethren come and 
bow down our ſelves to thee to the earth. 
Thus by theſun heunderſtood himſelf, 


| the head and life of his family; by the 
moon, his wife, the leſſer inſtrument of 
rule in the family, but whoſe influences 


contributed much to its welfare and 
proſperity, by whom is not meant Ra- 
chel, who was now dead, but Leah, Jo- 
ſeph's ſtepmother, or elſe Bilhah Ra- 


chel's handmaid, who ſince her death 


was as a mother to Joſeph: and by 
the eleven ſtars, the eleven brethren of 
Joſeph ; the children of Jacob, de- 
pendent on their common parent, as 


the ſtars that derive their light and 


luſtre from the ſun. 


In what manner theſe dreams re- EE 


ceived their fulfilment will be ſeen 
hereafter. 


Cc 
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con was not negligent of the 
n intimation, which he doubt- 
leſs conſidered as portending ſome 
great good to his favourite child 
for while his brethren envied him, it is 
ſaid that ls father obſerved the ſaying, 
that is, kept it in his mind, expecting 
ne * to 2 its 8p RY 
. mow alen es af Joſeph 
r their father's flock in Si- 
chem, a place at ſome diſtance, where 
they were gone for the ſake of paſtu- 
rage:  Jofeph himſelf was detained 
at home, probably on account of the 
knovn enmity of his brethren. With 
generous minds, though natural affec- 
tion may for a while ſubſide, yet will 
it afterwards return with redoubled 
ſtrength, and paſt miſunderſtandings 
be forgotten. Jacob hoping this might 
be the caſe with * ſons propoſes to 


- 


— 
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him to viſit them. Go I pray thee, fays | 
| he, ſee whether it be well with thy brethren, 

and well with the flocks; and bring me 
word again. Little did the old-man 
think of the danger to which he ex- 
poſed his favourite ſon when he ſent 
him on this friendly errand. - Little 
did he imagine that thoſe very bre- 
thren whole welfare Joſeph was com- 
miſſioned to be aſſured of, would be 
the perſons to conſpire againſt his life. 


Fox ſometime Joſeph wanderedon 
theplains of Sichem without being able 
to find them; at length he met with a 
_ perſon who informed him they were 
gone from thence to Dothan. To Do- 
than therefore he went, and und 
them chere. | 


No ſooner did they ſee him, than it 
was inſtantly propoſed to put * to 
: >» 2 
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death When they ſaw lum far off, even 
before he came near unto them, they, con- 
r n . ham to e him. 


ſj AY we may abe this fatal con- 
| aden of evil tempers indulged : 
envy and hatred are the ſeeds of vio- 
lence. and murder, if theſe ſeeds are 
' ſuffered to take root and grow in the 
heart, ſuch will be their fruits: at firſt 
perhaps the diſpleaſure which they had 
conceived againſt their brother was 
moderate, and ſuch as the beſt of men 
are not always exempt from; but 
then they ought to have ſtrove againſt 
the firſt ſymptoms of ill-will towards 
their brother, and have nipt the paſ- 
ſion in the bud: inſtead of this, they 
cheriſhed their reſentments, and me- 
ditated nothing but revenge; till at 
length they deliberated about the com- 
miſſion of a crime, which in the earlier 
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ſtages os their guilt they could not 


have thought of but with horror. Had 


any one propoſed to them, when they 


firſt ſaw their brother dreſt out in the 
envied coat, „come let us kill him,? 
with what abhorrence would they not 
have rejected the propoſal} the ink 


quity of their hearts was not then ripe 
for the commiſſion of ſo much wick- 


edneſs: But now thoughts of hatred 


and ilt-will are familiar to their bo. 
ſoms, and riſe up impatient to deſtroy 


the object of their averſion; they con- 


ſpire to murder their brother their 
brother who came to them with a ten- 
der meſſage from their father to en- 


quire after their welfare. 


And they ſaid one to another, Behold 


this dreamer cometh. The very favours 


of God are objetted to him in the way 


of reproach... This dreamer, this vi- 
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ſionary, who pretends to extraordi- 


communications from heaven. 


Come now therefore, ſay they, and let 


us flay him, and caſt him into ſome pit, 


and we will ſay ſome evil beaſt hath de- 


voured him, and we ſhall fee what ill 
become o his dreams. 


- 


Bur in will every attempt of 


man to defeat the purpoſes of God. 


The clay muſt yield to the hand of the 


potter; the oppoſition of the wieked 


does but carry on the deſigns of Hea- 


ven, and the very means which the 


brethren of Joſeph employ to prove 
the falſity of his dreams, are the firſt 


1 wards ons fulfilment. 


Gov would ſuffer theſe men to exe- 
cute only part of their counſel, and 


| therefore he put it into the heart of 


skzR ON IJ. 15 


Reuben to propoſe a milder ſentence 
into this pit that is in the wilderneſs, and 


reki- 


. 


1 let lay no hand upon him. Nor was it his 
pit, intention to leave him there to ſtarve, 
de. ¶ but that he miglit rid him out of their me | 


will 0 Alien n to hits Nene 


o ha e propolal of Reuben the reſt 
of aſſented. 8 TINGS | 
he And by this time Joſeph came up 


ed to them, expecting perhaps a kind 
a- MW welcome in the embraces of his bre- 
he thren; but inſtead of a ſalutation of 
e peace, they violently ſeize upon him, 
| IM firip'him of his garment, the coat of 

many colours which had given them 

ſo much offence, and calt him into 


> the pit. 
d 
f Wäg would not ink in the pre- 


ſent ſtate of the hiſtory, but that the 
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caſe * Joſeph i is truly deſperate? In 
the greateſt calamities that can befal 
us, we may conſole ourſelves with the 
reflection, that our preſent ſufferings 
are only to prepare the way for greater 
degrees of bleſſedneſs hereafter. Jo- 
ſeph in the pit, ſhall yet be exalted 
above his brethren. Our light afflic- 
tions, which are but for a moment, 
vork out for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal ee of glory- 


< x; 


b een Aan e e 
ed thus far, ſat doun to eat bread, a feaſt 
of communion to teſtify their appro- 
| bation of the deed: And while they 
were thus feaſting, and congratu- 
lating one another at their having 
thus diſpoſed of the hated favourite 
of their father, and effectually prevent- 
ed the accompliſhment of his dreams, 
it ſo happened that à company of 1/h- 
maelitiſi merchants came by that way. 


VoII -- 
On ſeeing th eſe merchants, a thought 
inſtantly occurred to one of them, 
that it would be ſome advantage, and 


at the ſame time anſwer their purpoſe 
full as well, to ſell their brother for a 


flave as to ſtarve him in a pit. The 
propoſal was coloured over with ſome 
ſnew of humanity, but whether hu- 
manity or avarice was the prevailing 


motive might be difficult to determine, 


for both ſeem to be implied in the 
words of Judah, who here ſhews him- 


ſelf a true Few, the worthy anceſtor 


of that nation which derives its name 


1 him, and whoſe ruling paſſion 


is avarice. And Judah ſaid unto his 


brethren, what profit is it if we ſlay our 


brother and conceal has blood ? Come and 


let us fell him to the Iſhmaelites, and let 


not our hand be upon him for he is our 
brother and our fleſh; and they were 


content — never once ſuſpetting that 


D 


by 


he whom they now ſold for a fave, 
yould hereafter be their Lord. ff: 


i . 1 . 
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. e e it Form was not tine 
es at their impious feſtival, or dur- 
ing the fale of Joſeph to the Iſhmael- 
ites: while theſe things were tranſact- 


ing he was ſecluded fromthe brethren, 


with a view to deliver Joſeph and re- 


ſtore him to his father, but on his re- 
turn to the pit, behold FOR was not in 
the pit. | 


h 


His charitable purpoſe being thus 


. defeated, he rent his clothes, an expreſ- 


ſive token of grief and ſaid, the child 


is not, and I, whither ſhall I go? He 


ad relented in the beginning ; it was 
he that prevailed on his brethren to 
change their reſolution of putting Jo- 


ſeph to death. He conſented to their 


Ve, 


zune 1 


might the more ſecurely deliver him 


cout of their hands. And now that he 
ſuppoſes him dead, we fee him in the 


greateſt perplexity, not knowing what 
to Mite or- Wee to turn mann 


No 4000 ben the deen told 
him the real truth, that they had ſold 


their brother for twenty pieces of fil- 


ver. But how ſhall they conceal this 


 tranſaQtion from their father's know- 
| ledge? Guilt uſually flies to falſe- 
hood for concealment. And fo theſe 
men veil over their crime under the 


ſpecious inſinuation that ſome evilbeaſt 


| had devoured him. They do not ſay 


ſo in direct terms, but they produce 


the coat of Joſeph which they had pre- 
viouſly dipped in blood, pretending 


that they had found it in the field. Txis, 


ſaid they, have we found, know now whe- 
they it be thy ſon's coat. It was indeed. 
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the coat of Joſeph, Jacob "OP; it in- 
ſtantly, and drew the concluſion they 
wiſhed, It is my ſon's coat, an evil beaſt 
| hath devoured. him ; Joſepli is without 
doubt rent in pieces. Think with what 
wringing hands, and beating heart, and 
flowing eyes, and faltering ſpeech he 


muſt have uttered theſe words: Had 


he known that there was no other evil 


beaſt concerned, than the envy and ha- 


tred oſ the brethren conſpiring againſt 
this his favourite ſon, the tender feel- 


ings of the father could not have borne 
ſuch an accumulated weight of woe. 
Happily he ſuſpected no deceit: Bus 
withwhat eyes muſt they have regard- 
ed their father's agonizing grief; or 


with what words could they adminiſter 
comfort to chat affliction of which they 
were themſelves the cauſe? The old- 


man refuſes to be comforted, and he 


7 
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ee mourning : * Thus hs father "_ Z 


Ae Toſeph; the eee 
property of the Iſhmaelites is convey- 
ed down into Egypt; there he is again 
ſold toPotiphar,an We ia Bharaebs and 
_ 4 the KIT. + 

Ts tier have: we onfidetad the 
ae of Joſeph according to the let- 
ter, but it has alſo a ſpiritual meaning 
and typical reference to Ox greater 
than Joſeph. Wx have a Father in Hea- 
ven, who hath ſent unto us his beloved 
Son, to ſee if it were well with us; the 
reception which that Son of his Fa- 
ther's love has met with from his bre- 
thren on earth, bears a ſtriking reſem- 
blance to the treatment of the favour- 
ite ſon of Jacob Deſpiſed and re- 
Jetted, hated and perſecuted, ſtripped 
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|| 


| of his raiment, ſold for the price 11 a 
{lave, delivered into the hands of the 
_ Gentiles, and at length crucified and 


lain, was THIS ANTITYPE OF Joskrn 


Let the bleſſed Jeſus fleepsnotwith 
the dead, though he was caſt into the 
pit and made his grave with the wicked, 
he is alive again, he is riſen, and is 
gone before us to prepare a place for 
us, and to preſerve alive much people 
Where he is, thither muſt we his 
brethren go It will then be ſeen, 
how he will deal with us, and by what 
methods he will bring us to repent of 
our paſt miſconduct. But I vill not 
anticipate the ſequel of our hiſtory, 
we will reſume it on ſome future oc- 
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JOSEPH TEMPTED. 


- [ 
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GENESIS, XXXIX, 1, 2. 


And Joſeph was brought down to Egypt : and 
Potiphar an officer of Pharaoh's, captain of | Fo 
the guard, an Egyptian, bought him out of. „ 

the hands of the Iſumaelites which had brought- 
him down thither, And the Lord was with 
| Foſeph, and he was a proſperous man, and 
he was in the houſe of his maſter the ER 
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You have heard how Joſephwas the nw 
favourite ſon of his father, and for 
that very reaſon hated by his brethren; _— 

which hatred of theirs was farther in- 5 9 
creaſed by two prophetic dreamswhich 
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he DC to them foretelling his 50 


ture advancement over them. 


You have ſeen the workings of this 
hatred, how it led them to conſpire 


againſt his life in order that they might 


defeat his predictions; but being diſ- 
ſuaded from this by the advice of Reu- 


ben, they abſtained from ſhedding of 
blood, and contented themſelves with 


caſting him into a pit; and a compa- 


ny of Iſhmaelitiſh merchants paſling 
by, they agreed it would be better to 


ſell him for a ſlave than to leave him 


to periſh with hunger, thinking that 
this method would as effectually re- 

move him out of their way, as the put- 
ting him to death. 


Ap indeed, conſidering the diſ- 


tance of Egypt from Canaan, what pro- 
bability was there, that they ſnould ever 
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Tee him again? or that he, who was 


now ſold for a ſlave, ſhould ever riſe 
to eminence in the world; leaſt of all, 
that he ſhould ever have power or 
authority over them * 


Bur hls impoſſible to all human 


appearance are poſſible with God. He 


often accompliſhes his eternal purpo- 
ſes by thoſe very means which men em- 


ploy to counterat them, and while 
theſe are flattering themſelves with the 
ſucceſs of their oppolition, they are 
but labouring to bring about the 


event, which of all others they endea- 


vour to avert. 


| So itwas here: Joſeph is under the | 


peculiar care of God's Providence, 


who will always ſecure the execution 
bol his own decrees, whoſe work is al- 
ways going on, whoſe counſel ſhall 
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8 and whoſe good rene be in 


the: end tallied. . 


. To the { 3 of Provi- 
dence it was owing, that Joſeph ſhould 
be ſold to Potiphar rather than to any 


other perſon; becauſe. on this cir- | 


cumſtance, happening as it did, all his 


future fortunes turned: It was a link 
in the connected chain of events, each 


of which depended on ſome other, and 


all conſpired to bring forward one 
great event, the exaltation of Wr | 


: above his brethren, * 


15 Is ſaid PER the Lord was with Joſe th 
Caſt off and deſerted by his brethren, 
he is not forſaken by his God. And 
here we ſee the ſuperiority of God's 


love for us, over that of ours for each 


other: Fraternal affection it muſt be 


owned. is a ſtrong principle, yet we 


”, 
„ 


ER *7 
have an \ example before us, ww envy. 
may blaſt, and hatred deſtroy it: Pa- 1 
rental affection is ſtronger ſtill, yet 
| unnatural pare nts there are, who for- 
ſake and ſorget their own offspring; 
but the love of God knows neither 
abatement nordecline. When my father 
and my mother, ſaith David, forſaketh me 
| then the Lord, taketh me up Yea they 
may forget, ſaith God, vo will not I 0 
e a | 


Tar Javed was with Joſeph. in 
this: houſe of Potiphar the Egyptian. 
Though a poor Hebrew ſlave, but juſt 
purchaſed from the Iſhmaelitiſn mer- 
chants, he enjoys the Divine preſence 
and favour in a very peculiar manner, _ 
ſhewing how God protects thoſe, 
whom man ſorfakes. No doubt but 
he was diligent and induſtrious in his 
new ſituation; of his faithfulneſs we 
E 


f 


[i 
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| ſhall preſently have ſufficient proof; 
accordingly he was proſperous ; his pie- 
ty and virtue enſured a blefling on his 
labours, and ſuch was his ſucceſs in 
all that he undertook; that his maſter 
could not but fee that the Lord was with 
fim, and that the Lord made all that he 
did to proſper in his hand. Potiphar was 

not inſenſible of the value of ſuch a 
ſervant. He ſhewed him much kind- 
neſs and eſteem Joſeph found grace 
in his fight _— that favour and indul- 
_ gence which he had not experienced 
from his brethren in his father's houſe. 
And he ſerved him. how much hap- 
pier fuch a ſervitude than the moſt 


independent ſtate with a conſcience 


burdened with guilt. And he made him 
overſeer over his houſe, and all that he had 
ne put into his hand. Here was a ſur- 
priſing change of fortune: He who 

but a little while ago was ſold by his 


3 


SERMON 11. | 29 


beben l bng be dewni into E 
— and entered the houſe of Potiphar 
as a flave, is now entruſted with the 
whole management of the affairs of 
one of the moſt conſiderable officers. : 
of Pharaoh's court. And well did he if 
repay the confidence repoſed in him — 
— the Lord bleſſed the Egyptian's houſe * 
for Joſeph's ſale.— for the kindnels |} 
ſhewed to this his ſervant, the Lord Bb 
rewarded him ſevenfold into his w ann 0 
boſom; never were his affairs more 
proſperous, than under the adminiſ- 

tration of Joſeph. | 


Hoy let the righteous prepare their 
= fouls for tempation, As gold i is tried in 
the fire, ſo are acceptable men in the fur- 
nace of adverſity, even their good is 
ſometimes evil ſpoken of, and they are 8 
liable to ſuffer reproach for conduct 
the moſt worthy of . SO1 it was 
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here, Ani innocent man 8 under 
the imputation of guilt, ſor refuſing 


to commit a crime: When repeat- 


edly ſolicited to betray a ſacred truſt, 
and violate the honour of his maſter's 
bed; his anſwer was, How can I att 
ſo vile and baſe a part, how can 1 


do this great wickedneſs and ſin againſt 


Cod! Folly may treat with levity the 
conduct of Joſeph, but Wiſdom is ju. 
tified of her children. The ſequel of 
the hiſtory ſhews, that had Joſeph 
yielded to the force of temptation, 
Egypt would not have been preſerved 


in the time of famine, the brethren of 


Joſeph would not have found corn 
there, nor the dim eyes of hoary 
headed Jacob have been gladdened 

with the fight of his favourite fon ex- 
alted to the right hand of Pharaoh, 
and diſpenſing life and bleſſings on all 

around him. Beſides ſin will be ſin 


er 


. 


to hu caſte; though it appear as plea- 


ſure to the eye; ſhe may approach 
us under the garb of allurement, but 
vengeance is in her train. Let not thine 
heart decline to her ways, faith Solomon, 


go not aſtray in her paths: for ſhe hath” 
caſt down many wounded, yea many ſtrong 
men have been Alain by her : Her houſe is 
the way to Hell, going down to the cham- 


bers of death. Conſider further, how 


fin debaſes man's nature, and degrades 
the noble faculties of his mind to an 
unworthy ſubjection to the tyranny of 
brutal appetite How it deſtroys the 
confidence of ſocial intercourſe, ruins ' 
the peace and honour of families, the 
characters, health, and ſouls of indi- 
viduals, How it diſunites the moſt - 
ſacred bonds; wounds the parental 
boſom in the tendereſt part, and 
brings ſhame and irretrievable dif- 
grace on its fondeſt hopes. Say then 
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with Joſeph in Temptation's darkeſt 
hour; © How can 1 do this great 
* eee and fin gen God.” 


Wu ERE bey is in flight, it is folly 
to provoke a conteſt with an enemy. 
There are certain ſituations danger- 

ous to virtue. It is faid of Joſeph 
that he cared not to be with her, that is, 
avoided her company who had already 
put his integrity to the proof. Temp- 
tations are much better declined than 
combatted. As our nature is corrupt; 
we have a treacherous foe within, 
everready to betray us, againſt whom 
there can be no ſecurity but by keep- 
ing the ſtricteſt watch. We are 
taught to pray, that God would not lead 
us inio temptation; how culpable then 
muſt we be, if we run into it of our 
own accord, and expoſe ourſelves to 
unneceſſary danger. Inſtead of which, 


SERMON. 11. | 33 

Bei it our wiſdom to avoid as far aspoſ- 

ſible, thoſe temptations which we are 

Jeaſt able to reſiſt; and then we may 

truſt that we ſhall have grace to reſiſt 

to the utmoſt, thoſe . eee and 
we cannot a n 


es eivfactefiful and 0 1 | 
ſeph becomes after wards his accuſer; 
the ſpecious tale is credited, and Jo- 
ſeph is caſt into priſon. This was in- 
deed a moſt ſevere trial to an upright. 
mind; but the reproach of guilt, which 
is unmerited, is much eaſier to be 
borne, than the ſecret ſtings of a ſelf- 
_ condemning conſcience: I is beiter, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, that we juffer for well- 
doing, than for evil-doing. The afflic- 


tions of the righteous are accompa- . 


med with conſolations that the world 
 knoweth not of. The Lord is ſtill with: 
Fojeph though in priſon, no leſs than 


6 
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when in the houſe of Potiphar ; and 

as He proſpered him with his Egyp- 1 

tian maſter; ſo He now gave him fa- 
vour with the keeper of the priſon. 

And the keeper of the priſon committed to 
Foſeph's hand all the priſoners that were 
in the priſon : He looked not to any thing 

that was under his hand, becauſe the Lord 

as with him; and that which he did the 
Lord made 2 to proſper. 6 We 
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- Ir happened while he was in priſon 
that two ſervants of Pharaoh fell un- 
der his care. In the ſame night theſe 
perſons dreamed each of them his 
dream; which cauſed them much un- 
eaſineſs, becauſe they knew not where 
to apply for the interpretation of them. 
Joſeph is made acquainted with the 
cCircumſtance, and after reminding . 
them that interpretations belong unto 
God, he deſires to hear their dreams. 


WM 


Prxuars dreams, in thoſe. days 
more eſpecially, might be one of God's 
ordinary methods of revealing himſelf 
to men, convincing them thereby of 
his exiſtence and ſuperintending in- 
fluence in human affairs, for who but 
He can foretel future events? Divine 
dreams are at preſent leſs frequent, be- 
cauſe to us who have the vritten 
word and revelation of God's will, 
leſs neceſſary. Some intimation con- 
cerning futurity, is requiſite to the 
mind of man, to enable it to ſupport 

the preſſure of preſent affliction, and 
to look forward with confidence in 
God. J 


 Joszea on hearing their dreams, 

foretels death to the one, and a ſpeedy. 

_ reſtoration to the other: And how 

tenderly does he mention his own caſe; 

never once naming thoſe whoſe un- 
F 3 


eo Ih 


uſt treatment was the cauſe of his pre- 
- ſent ſufferings Thinl ihou on me, when 
it ſhall be well with thee, and ſhew Rind- 
neſs I pray thee unto me, and make men- 
tion of me unto Pharach, and bring me 
out of this houſe. For indeed I was lo- 
len away out of the land of the Hebrews ; 
and here alſo have I done nothing that 


| : m_ N put + me into the Aen. 


Bor the chief butler evvidiidind not- 
 Fofeph, but forgot him; reſtored to his 

poſt at the court of Pharaoh, he 

thinks no more of his fellow priſoner. 
Thus deceitful is human friendſhip, 
when our confidence is placed in man: 
alone. O put not your truſt i in princes, 


Mn ſays the Pſalmiſt, nor in any child of 


man, for there is no help in them. Our 
help ſtandeth in the name of the Lord who 
made Heaven and Farth __ O tarry thou 
the Lord's leiſure, be ſtrong and he ſhall. 
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1010 thy heart, and put thou thy rn 5 4 
in tlie Lord. L | : 


15 was indo in the 3 
diſcourſe, that the hiſtory of Joſeph. 
bears a typical, reference to the hiſ- 
tory of Jeſus Chriſt. Upon this ſcheme, 
| Joſeph tempted, appears to foreſhew 
Him who was in all points tempted like as 
we are, not indeed outwardly to open 
acts of ſin, but inwardly by ſpiritual 
ſtruggles and conflits with the power 
of evil in his own mind, for he had 


the ſame paſſions and appetites to | 
contend with, as we have, and over- 170 
eame them in the ſame way and man- | 
ner as we are diretted to overcome [ 


them. This is what is ſignified by his 
being led into the Wilderneſs to be 1 
tempted of the Devil. The hunger 
of the body he refuſed to ſatisfy, and 


—— — : r 
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was more ſolicitous to live by the word 
of God than to feed the corporeal ap- 


petite with the bread that periſheth; 
he was the Son of God, but he would 


"* nat preſume upon his own ſtrength to 
| caſt himſelf down from the Temple, 


even on the authority of a text of 
Scripture quoted ſor the purpoſe. 
And though the world was doubtleſs 
as alluring to him, as to any of us, he 
rejected all its kingdoms, and the 
glory of them, when offered him upon 
baſe and unworthy conditions. He 
vas tempted, that we might be aſſured 
of his ſympathy for us in our tempta- 


tions, ſeeing that he was touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities, and knoweth 
whereof we are made. He was tempted 
to enable him to ſuccour us, and that 
755 from the pattern of his temptation ſet 


before us, we may learn to overcome 


ſo muſt the word of God be our ſup- 
port and ſtay. When temptation urges, 


and the heart is prompted by ſuggeſ- 
tions of unhallowed deſire, we muſt 
bethink ourſelves how Joſeph, and 
| that GREATER than Foſeph condutt- 


ed themſelves in the like circum- 


ſtances: To the ſubtle reaſonings of 
our enemy, we muſt oppoſe the plain 
truths of God's word, and to the blan- 


diſhments of fin, the awful terrors of 


a day of judgment. The deluſion will 
then vaniſh; Sin will appear in its 
proper colours, and temptation be re- 
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in our temptations; we have the ſame 
enemy to contend with, the ſame ſnares 

to guard againſt, and if we look to him 

in faith and prayer we ſhall have the 
ſame ſtrength to enſure us viftory. 
As often as Satan aſſaulted him, he 
repelled the attack, by an Jt is written ; 
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. Jetted with abhorrence ; for How 
can we do ſuch wickedneſs, when re- 
ſtrained by the fear of God. 


| Josz PH, though innocent, ſuffers by 
the imputation of guilt. Here alſo a 


type of Chriſt, who his ownſelf bare our 
fins in his own body on the tree, and ſuf- 
fered as a malefattor though he did no 
Jin, neither was guile found in his mouth. 
The humiliation of Jeſus, like the im- 
priſonment of Joſeph, was but a fur- 
ther ſtep towards the fulfilment of 
thoſe things which had been predict- 


ed concerning him. As Joſeph was 
exalted from the priſon to the right 
hand of Pharaoh, fo was the Captain 
of our Salvation made perfect through ſuf- 


| ferings, and, for his obedience unto death, 


exalted to the riglit hand of the Majeſty on 


Sigh. 


re- 
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Ir ts the ſufferings of Chriſt that 
more particularly endear him to fin- 


ners; the guilt was ours that nailed __ 


him to the croſs, but the pain, the ig- 
nominy, the curſe was his: How . 
great that love which prompted him 
to undergo that puniſhment which we. 
had merited! How precious our ſal- 
vation in his ſight, ſince he was con- 


tent to purchaſe it at ſo great a price! 


What an evil muſt ſin be, which 
rendered ſuch an atonement neceſ- 


fary to procure our pardon and ac- 
ceptance with God! How thankful- 


ly ought we to accept ſo great a bene- 
fit! And yet, like the butler of Pha- 
raoh, which remembered not Foſeph ; 


amidſt the riches, the honours, and 


pleaſures of the world, we are un- 
mindful of Jeſus dying on the Croſs 


for our fins; the benefit of ſalvation 
is diſregarded, one vanity aſter ano- 


G 
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= 


ther occupies our attention, and the 
main object of life, that which of all 
others is moſt worth living for, even 
our eternal intereſt in Chriſt, ſcarce 
engages a ſerious thought, or leads to 


the formation of one pious reſolve. If 


you live without Chriſt, that is, with- 
out an eye to him in your daily pur- 
| poſes and purſuits, conſulting. only 
your own corrupt will, and the no leſs 
corrupt example: of the world, you 
muſt expect, which is the neceſſary 
_ conſequence of ſuch a courſe, that you. 
will die without Chriſt, without partor 
lot i in the inheritance of the Saints in 


light. For though ſalvation be pur- 


chaſed for us, the bleſſing i is not ours, 
till accepted by us: It is offered to 
all, but they only who believe are the 
. worthy partakers thereof: The feaſt 
is prepared, but without a wedding 
| garment will no one be received as 


of 


IF 


0 


SERMON RR 
a queſt: T he Maſter of the houſe will 


not own thoſe who never acknowledge 


him. Unleſs we remember Chriſt in 


our lives and daily converſation, vain 


will be the hope, that he will remem- 
ber us when he cometh in his king- | 


dom. 
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SERMON III. 
THE EXALTATION OF JOSEPH. 


\Gunus1s, ali. 39, 40. 


And Pharaoh aid unto Foſeph, Forafaik as 
God hath fhewed thee all this, there is none 


| diſcreet and wiſe as thou art ; thou ſhalt | 


be over my houſe, and according unto thy 
word ſhall all my people be ruled only i in the 
| throne will I be on, than thou, 


W, lef Joſeph in priſon, forgotten 
indeed by the man whoſe deliverance 

he had foretold, but ſtill under the 
kind proteQion of that Providence 


which was preparing toexalt him from 
his preſent confinement to the admi- 


niſtration of the affairs of Egypt. We 


* 


.. will now ſee by what means ſo ex. 
_ traordinary an event was accom- 
e | 


Two years after che PET TER al- 
ready mentioned the mind of Pha- 
Taoh was diſturbed by two dreams, 
which nat all the wiſdom of Egypt 
could explain. And here for the firſt 
time the chief butler bethinks himſelf 
of Joſeph who interpreted his dream 
when in priſon and foretold his en- 
largement as it afterwards happened. 
On hearing this, Pharaoh immediately 
ſends for him ; the dreams are pro- 
| poſed, and Joſeph, after aſcribing 
his knowledge to God, undertakes 
to interpret them. I is not in me, | 
. ſays he, to interpret; God ſhall give 
Pharaoh an anſwer of peace. — that is, 
ſuch an anſwer to his requeſt, and in- 
terpretation of his dreams, as ſhould 


- 
* 
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eiyutſes his troubled mind, and TY 
to the welfare of him and his king- 


_ Joszen declares that Pharaoh's two 
| dreams of the fat and lean kine, and. 
of the full and thin ears of corn, por- 
| tended one and the ſame event, viz. 
ſeven years of abundance to be after- 
wards ſucceeded by ſeven years of fa- 
mine; and that the years of famine 
| ſhould conſume: the Produce of the f 
years of abundance. | 


* 85 did God, in n mercy Aer i 
unto Pharaoh what he was about to do, : 
by which means care might be taken, 
during the ſeven years of abundance, 
to lay up ſtore and provide againſt the 
ſeven years of want. To this purpoſe 
is the advice of Joſeph. Now therefore 
let Pharaoh look out a man * * 


ub 11 


42 127% and fet him over the land of 
Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let him 
appoint officers over the land, and take up 
the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the 
ſeven plenteous years. And let them gather 
uþall the food of thofe good yearsthat come, 
and lay up corn under the hand of Pha- 
 raoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 
And that food ſhall be for ſtore to the land, 
„ againſt the ſeven years of famine which 
ſhall be in the land of Egypt, that the land 
periſh not in the time EY vel ee 
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"3 8 nd PrAnzaon ſaw the wiſdom of this 
* 
) 


advice, approved the plan propoſed, 
and made choice of Joſeph; account- bs 
ing him the fitteſt perſon to carry in- 
| to execution his own deſigns : His mn 
| words are remarkable Can we. find f 
* fuch a a one as this, a man in whom the ſpi- | i 


rit of God is - Foraſmuch as God hath ! 
Reuel thee all this, there is none ſo diſ- 


> SERMON III. oe 19 
a rr and wiſe as:thou art: thou alt be | 
over my houſe, and according to thy word 
ſhall all my people be ruled, only in the 
throne will I be greater than thou. See 


I have ſct-thee over all the land of Egypt 


And he took off has ring from his hand, 
and put it upon Foſeph's hand, and array- 
ed him in veſtures of fine linen, and put a 
gold chain about luis nech. And he made 
him to ride in the ſecond chariot which hie 
had. And they cried before him, bow the 
hnee ; and he made um Twler over all the 
land of Egype. 


«Tidy have we chews a ſhepherd's fon 
<onduied by the hand of Providence 
to the adminiſtration of the affairs of 
a great kingdom, and by thoſe very 
means which ſeemed to all human ap- 
pearance the greateſt obſtacles to his 


advancement, by perſecution and un- 
> Merited ſufferings, and reproach 


H | 
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530 SERMON 111. | 
il the time came that his cauſe was 


known, the word of the Lord tried him. 


And now we behold his piety and | 


confidence in God rewarded The 


ling ſent and delivered him, the prince of 
the people let him go free ; he made him 


lord alſo of his houſe and ruler of all his 


| ſubſtance. When the righteous was ſold, 


ſays an Apocryphal writer, Viſdom, 
meaning thereby, the Divine Wiſdom, 
forfook him not, but delivered him from 


fin: She went down with him into the | 


pit, and left him not in bonds, till ſhe 


brought him the ſceptre of the kingdom, 
and power againſt thoſe that oppreſſed him: 


as for them that had accuſed him, ſhe 


hana them to be n and gave ham per. 
| ye gory: 


"Tax da of hw and Lignity 
which Pharaoh beſtowed upon Joſeph, 
are a curions ſpecimen of the cere- 


aden in Ks 


monials of ancient times. The ring 


Pharaoh, or ring with a ſeal annexed, 


which was to ſeal and give efficacy to 
all the orders of Joſeph. The veſ- 


tures of fine linen with which he was. 


arrayed, are the emblems of pure and 
unſullied virtue; and the gold chain 
about his neck is the ſymbol of ma- 


giſtracy and authority. It is further 


remarkable, that theſe inſignia of of- 
fice are in uſe at this day, and conti- 


nue to have the ſame ſignification. 


Tux being privileged to ride in the 
ſecond chariot of Pharaoh, intimates, 


that he was accounted next in dignity 


to the monarch himſelf: According 


to the importance of a man's ſituation 


in life, ſo in proportion ought to be 

the honour that attends it. So it was 

here, Pharaoh and his ey Pian ſub- 
H 2 
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| jets look to Joſeph for the wn 
tion of the kingdom. Well might ; 
ey account him worthy of the high- 
eſt honour, who was ſo highly favour- 
ed of God, as to be able to foretel an 
impending calamity, and ſo amply fur- 
niſhed with wifdom to guard againſt! 
it. They proclaim before him, + Bow: 
the knee,” which was the homage of 


me eaſtern people to their rulers, ex- 


preſſive of ſubmiſſion and reſpect. Per- 
ſons in authority, are the repreſenta- 
tives of God, his vice-gerents upon 
earth, the honour they receive, is ren-- 
dered to him whoſe commiſſion they: 
bear: It is not the man, but the dignity 
of the office, that is entitled to our ve- 
neration. Power is reſpectable on ac-- 
count of the origin from whence it is. 
derived. The power of government 

is of Divine origin and. appointment, 
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and che right adminiſtration thereof 
is one We NT: $ 3 CO 


J ele wong ae over all 1 


and of Egypt is ſubordinate to Pha- 


raoh:. The conſtitution of an ancient 


kingdom was not to be changed, Pha- 


raoh ſtill. is king, but Joſeph is: veſled 
with full power and authority for the 


execution of his office And*Pharaok 
fad unto Joſeph, I am Pharaoh, and 


#6 


without thee ſhalt-no man lift ee 
or We in all the land of Egypt. - 


As a furehes: teſtimony of the hg * 
narch's eſteem and regard, he confers- 


upon Joſeph a title of honour, a new 
name, expreſſive of the faculty God | 

had endowed him with, ke called his _ 
name Zaphnath-paneah, a word which. 
fignifies, © the Revealer of Secrets,” 
er“ one to whom ſecret things are 


r ˙— my] ˙ . . + — * 
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revealed.” He alſo marries him to the 
daughter of a perſon of rank in Egypt, 


for the prieſts were neareſt in dignity 


and authority to the king himſelf. He 


gave hm to wiſe Afenath the daughter of 


OI, pri f On. 


10 e it may appear, as though 
this marriage of Joſeph withthe daugh- 


ter of an Egyptian prieſt, might be a 


violation of the laws and cuſtoms of 
his anceſtors, which ſtrictly prohibited 


intermarriages with ſtrangers. It does 
not however appear the Hebrews were 


forbidden to intermmarry with any 


other ſtrangers, than the ſtrangers of 
the land of Canaan ; and this, to keep 


them as diſtin as poſſible from the 


idolatrous nations among whom they 


lived, and to preſerve them a peculiar 
people, choſen and ſet apart for the 
important purpoſe of maintaining ſa- 


Se „ - - ax" 
cred and uncorrupt the knowledge and 
_ worſhip of the true Gd. 


 LoaptD with honours and bleſſings 
from the munificence of his prince, 
Joſeph immediately proceeds to the 
execution of hisnew office. He makes 


a tour throughout the kingdom to ſur- 


vey the fruitfulneſs of the land during 
the ſeven years of plenty, which were 
already commenced ; and to provide 
magazines and ſtorehouſes for the re- 
ception of the corn which was to ſup- 
ply the wants of the people in the ap- 
proaching years of famine. 


Ax Joſeph was thirty years old when 
| te ſtood before Pharaoh; ſo much viſ- 
dom and forecaſt in ſo young a man 
cannot fail of our admiration. Well 
might the King ſay to his ſervants, 
can we find ſuch a man as this, a man in 
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of Joſeph juſtifies the vide of Pha- 


.raoh. 


8 Pg os the cares of ſtate and the 
endearments of domeſtic ſociety, the 


wind of- Joſeph. feels neither leiſure 
nor inclination to look back on his 


former ſufferings; the duties of his 
preſent ſtation engage all his atten- 


tion; the hardſhips he had undergone, 


the conſinement of the priſon, the in- 


juries he had received from his bre- 


chren, nay and even his father's houſe, 


are alike forgotten. In this ſtate, 


two ſons are born unto him, whom 


_ he names in alluſion to his preſent. 
eircumſtances. He called the name of | 
tie firſt born Manaſſeh : for God, ſaid he, 

Hath made me forget all my toil, and all 


ty father's houſe; and the name of the 


— called he Ephraim, for, ſaid he, 


8 the ſpirit of God is? The es 


oo = _ 


— — 
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God jath Lact me to be fruitful i in the 
land of my affliftion. Thus in the names 
of his children he commemorates the 
goodneſs of God. He could not think 
of them, or ſpeak to them, without re- 
llecting on 1 the mercies he had 57 5 
nenced. 


Soon did the ſeven years of plenty 
paſs away; and the ſeven years of fa- 
mine commenced, which were to con- 
ſume the produce of the former plen- 
teous years the dearth was in all lands, 
in all the countries adjoining Egypt, 
but in all the land of. Egypt there was 
bread. The Egyptians being appriſed 
of this famine, every one had laid up 
ſome ſtore in the years of plenty, 
which could not be Immediately ex- 
hauſted. 
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Ar length the famine is felt in E. 

3 The ſtock of individuals fails; 
and in the midſt of the general cala- 
mity, every eye is directed towards 
Pharaoh, as the common father of his 


depend for the ſupply of their preſ- 
ſing neceſſities; all the land of Egypt 


Pharach. Pharaoh directs them to 
Joſeph whom he had appointed over 


aul unto you, do. To him therefore 
__ the hungry go to be fed; and from his 
ſtorchouſes, the wants of an whole na- 
tion are relieved. Nor Egypt alone, 
but even. diſtant countries experience 


the famine is fore in all lands, and all 
countries come into oe lo 70 eph to buy 
| corn. 


people, on whoſe provident care they 


vas famiſhed, and tlie people cried unto 


this buſineſs. Gounto Foſeph, what he 


the bleſſings of his adminiſtration, for 


3 
tt 
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Tuan we how from Joſeph endwed 
to the right hand of Pharaoh, and ſup 
plying the wants of Egypt; to contem- 
plate I xs us, exalted to the right hand 


of God, and diſpenſing life and ſalva- Ah 


tion to a famiſhed world. Here we 


| ſhall ſee a more wonderful counſellor; 


vealer of ſecrets, the interpreter to us 
of the mind and will of God. This 


was he who ſuffered in the fleſh, who 


groaned and bled at Calvary, who is 


now crowned with glory and majeſty - 
unſpeakable. That ſame Jeſus whom 


men ſlew and hanged on a tree, him hath 


God raiſed up to be a Prince and a Sa- 
viour Behold he cometh with clouds 
Bow the knee before him . the 


Father hath committed all judgment unty 
the ſon.— There is given unto him domi- 
nion, n and a 2 that all 
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beople, ons and languages ſhould ſerve 
lum | His dominion is an everlaſting do- 
minion, which ſhall not paſs away; and 
| his kingdom, that which ſhall not be de- 
| ſrroged _— Becauſe he humbled himſelf and 
became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the croſs, God hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name that is above every 
name; that at the name of Jeſus, every knee | 
fuld bow, of things in heaven, and things I ' 
n earth, and things under the earth; and A 
that every tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus I * 
Chriſt is eres to the HT 9 God tie 
| Father. 


CCC 


: W LL may we exclaim with the 
Egyptian prince — Can we find fuch a 
ane as this is, a man in whom the ſpirit of 
Cod is J. — For Chri iſt received not the 
 fhigitof God by meaſure In him dwelt 
all the Fulneſs of the Godhead * 


made fleſh; which came and dwelt among 


Pills MUCH then,O CarisrT,as there 
is none ſodiſcreet and wiſe as thou art 


vey too bold a figure, as addreſſed to 
the young Hebrew, when he ſays 


Without thee ſhall no man lift up lis hand 
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need we ll awake, 
ceived, and grace for grace. He is the 
Wiſdom of God incarnate TheWord: 


us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 


 theonly begotten of the Father, _ of en 
and truth. 


be thou our viſdom, and let us learn 
of thee the things which make for our 


peace: Thou ſhalt be over us, the govern- 


ment ſhall be upon thy ſhoulder, and 
according to thy word man all thy people 
be l. 


8 Tas cis of Pharaoh may con- 


7 feat in bl the land Fs: But the 


ſame words are no more than the lite- 
ral truth, when we apply them to the 


ſpiritual Joſeph, Without whom we can do 


nothing. Every good emotion, every 


good deſire; the honeſt endeavour, and 
the ability to perform, are alike from 
Hi, who worketh in us, both to will, and 


5 | On | 


ien Pharaoh faid to the Egyp- 


_ tans when the famiſhed people cried 


out unto him for bread, we may alſo 
apply to ourſelves, if inſtead of Jo- 
ſeph, we underſtand it as ſpoken of Je- 


ſus, the true diſpenſer of the bread of 


fe Go unto Jeſus, and what he faith 


| unto you, do. But how ſhall we go unto 


Jeſus__ He is not now travelling up 
and down the world, as in the days of 
His fleſh, when the hungry multitudes 


— OY 
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were fed at his command from a few 
barley loaves and ſmall fiſnes. He is 
indeed abſent from us, as to the body, 
but he is preſent with us in fpirit, 
for where two. or three are gathered 0. 
gether in has name, there he is, in the midſt 

of them. Would you find Chriſt, you | 
muſt ſeek him in the ordinances of his 


appointment, in prayer, in hearing the 


word, and receiving the bleſſed ſacra- 


ment. Inſtead of his bodily preſence, _ 
with which he favoured his firſt diſs 
ciples, he vouchſafes to his faithful 


followers at this day, another com- 
forter, his ſpirit, even the ſpirit of 
truth; which the world cannot receive, be- 
cauſe it ſeeth him not, nor knoweth him; but 
Believers know. him, for he dwellet with 


tem, and /hall be in them — Say not 


then, lo here is Chriſt, or lo there, for 


be dwelleth in the hearts of his faith- 
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ful people. To go to Jeſus, is to be. 
lieve in him, to put our truft in him, 


to obey him. Go unto Jeſus, and what 
he faith unto you, do, go and conſult his 
holy word; let the Scriptures be your 


ſtudy and delight, for they are able 


through faith, to make you wife unto 


falvation. I ſay, through faith, for 


| * withioutfaith) the words of Chrifthim- 
ſelf, even from his own mouth, would 
not profit. There muſt be a willing 


4 ear, and a heart diſpoſed to obey, or 


the faving dottrine of Chriſt's Goſpel 
will leave you, as it finds you. You 
; muſt go to Jeſus, as the hungry to be 
fed. vou muſt receive of him the 


bread of life, for the nouriſhment of 


your foul__You muſt apply what you 


read and hear to your own wants and 


_ neceſſities. So ſhall the word preach- 


ed profit: So ſhall you give teſtimony | 
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Z that you bare been with Jeſus, and 
| © adorn the doarine of God our Sa- 


viour by a ſuitable life and conver- 
lation. 
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THE HUMILIATION OF THE BRETHREN 


| Gxxnors, xlii. 8. 


Few pf Jacob ſaw that there was corn in | | 
Egypt, Jacob ſaid unto his ſons, Why do q © 
_. look one upon another? And he faid, Behold > ac 
I have heard that there is corn in Egypt ; 
get ye down thither and buy for us from 
. thence, that we may live and not die. And © 
_ Fofe pls ten brethren went down to buy corn 
in Egypt. But Benjamin, Foſeph's brother, 
_ Facob ſent not with his brethren, for he ſaid 
_ peradventure miſchief befat him, And the 
Hens of 1frael came to buy corn among thoſe 
that came, for the PRICE was RIG in the 
land. | 


Apzrzz a long abſence we again vi- 
it the houſe of the aged Jacob; we left 
him mournin Ig for the ſuppoſed death 


K 2 | 7 


ol his de ſon, and refuſing to be 
comforted: We feturn and ſtill find him 


boved down with affliction; we ſee the 
venerable old man furrounded with a 


: numerous family, but their. looks are 
clouded with deep diſtreſs: The famine 


is in their borders, and all the horrors 


of want and miſery riſe in e 
before e 87 | 5 
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deftroyed; though perplexed, he is not 
abandoned to deſpair. By ſome means 
or other, he hears that there is corn in 
Egypt; anxious for the welfare of his 
family he rouſes! bis ſons from their de- 


ſpondency, and i urges them to god gown 


ther to buy food. 


Far es. der bf la- ſons immed 
utely 


Bur 8 8 e is not 


, et out for Egypt, but Benjamin, 
his Youngeſt * and ou” bro- 
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Fry Jacob art not wit unten be 


ing ſon of his beloved Rachel on ſo 


a W hazardous a journey, for he faid, teſt 


e REM gi At? mn 3 Hiro 
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kingdom are under the adminiſtration 


of of a wiſe and underſtanding man, who 
t had provided againſt the approach of 


t the eee. gar now dealt o out corn to 


- 


| Fa 3 before: Aleph But 
his new name, his exalted ſtation, the 
change of his dreſs, and the ſeverity 


1 of his deportment, effectually conceal- 
ed him from their knowledge. It ne. 


ver entered their minds, that their bro- 


ther whom they ſold for a ſlave was 
now * Egypt. But Joel 


did not chuſe to truſt the only remain- ; 


are informed that the affairs of the 


. 
F ˙ 1 Ib re;, ehomt 
* 


Lge * 
he. 
wat pe SI 
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Ivalice remat — 


_ youth concerning them: Then did the 
ſheaves of his brethren bow before the 
ſheaf of Joſeph; and the ſun, moon, and 


ſtars, his own illuſt rious far 
anne unto him. . 


e ebener of Joſeph. on this 
occaſion is fome 
Fame —— by this affecting 


chat remarkable. 


ſcene, he made himſelf ſtrange, and ſpake 


-Foughly unto them. Inſtead of owning 
or acknowledging:them as brethren, 
de treats them with cruelty, queſtions | 
them ſharply, charges them with being 


ſpies, impriſons them all for three days, 


and detains one of them in bonds, as 
ſurety for the performance of the con- 
dition of their releaſe. Why all this un- 


neui 1. 
When he law them come in and fall 
proſtrate befbre him, it brought to his 


w - 


* 


1 


— 


Doubtleſs the noble mind of Joſeph 
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eling ſeverity— Is it by way: of reta· 
lation and revenge ſor the eruel treat. 
ment he had formerly experienced 


was actuated by no ſuch mean. motive. 
His object was to try his brethren; to- 
knoy the real ſtate of his father's fami- 
ys and whether his brother Benjamin 
was alive. He might indeed ſuppoſe, 


from not ſeeing Benjamin with them, 


that he perhaps had experienced the 
like cruel treatment with himſelf, and 
been hated of his brethren on account 
of his father's love. Toprove the truth 
of the account they gave, he inſiſts that 
they bring Benjamin | unto him. A 
eondition this, they were well aware 
it would be difficult to comply with; 
knowing the tenderneſs of Jacob for 
this his favourite ſon. Here then they 


are brought into difficulty and diſtreſa. 


| Ana now a. the Get 1 time they look 
back upon their paſt miſconduct, and 
5 — — perplexity to their 
oynunfeeling treatment of Joſeph— 
They ſaid one to another, we are verih 
guilty concerning our brother, in that we | 
Juwthe anguiſh of has ſoul when he beſought « Ml 
us and we would not hear, therefore is this 
 deftreſs come upon us. And Reuben anſcuered 
them ſaying, pale I not unto you, ſaying, 
Do not ſin againſt the child, and ye would net 
. hear; therefore behold alſo his blood is re. 
quired, Thus though many years had 
elapſed ſince the commiſſion of their 
crime, the ſcene of the tranſaction is 
ſtill freſh upon their minds, the guilt 
of their ſin is ſtill heavy upon their 
conſciences; the agony and tears of 
Joſeph, then fruitleſs and unavailing, 
now move them, and the governor of 
Egypt appears inexorable to them, be- 
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cauſe they had themſelves turned a 
deaf ear to the cries ande entreaties of 
arr b rener e, * 
eta ern ſaw! oy vitreſſed their | 
0 and diſtreſs. Under the 
garb of an Egyptian he concealed the 
heart of an Iſraelite. To hear his bre- 
thren acknowledge their guilt in ſel- 
Jing him, and the tender expoſtula- 
tion of Reuben, wrought ſopowerfully 
upon his affections, that he could con- 
tain himſelf no longer; ke turned from 
them and wept. But the time was not 
yet come for him to diſcover himſelf _ 
unto them, he had not yet tried them 
ſufficiently; he therefore compoſes 
his countenance to its former ſternneſs 
and ſeverity, and returns to them again: 
And after communing vith them for a 
while, he takes Simeon from them; and 


1 


* is . | before their eyes, Iv. 


main in Egypt, an hoſtage and ſecurity 
for their return with Benjamin: This 


done, he diſmiſſes the reſt of the bre. 


threnʒ and they ſet out loaded with pro. 
VI . "or the and of Same 


Ate T Joſeph alan great ten. 


darnefs and affection for his brethren, 
is evident from the circumſtance of 
his reſtoring to each perſon his money 
in his ſack, though this was a matter 


which occaſioned them no ſmall un. 
eaſineſs at the time it was diſcovered. 
They were afraid of more evil coming 
them for the puniſhment of their 


| fins; and that this money was placed 


in their ſack's mouth with a deſign to 
enſnare them, and to repreſent them 


as guilty of going away with their 
corn without paying for it, ſo to fur- 


— 
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niſh the governor of Egypt with a 
pretext for putting them to death as 
cheats and robbers. What is this, ſaid 
they, that God hath done unto us, for they 

ſaw the hand of Providence in it, and 
- expefted it would only lead to theiy 


further chaſtiſement and correction for 


2 Mice PF 


1 nie they Ew at this mam 
of their aged parent, they relate the 
ſingular occurrences of their jour- 
ney, as they had happened to them. 
But what moſt ſtruck the good old man 
was the detention of Simeon, and the 


requiſition of Benjamin. Moving is 


the expoſtulation of Jacob on this oc- 
caſion, Me ye have bereaved of my chil- £ 
dren, Joſeph is not, and Simeon is not, 
ond ye will take Benjamin away, all theſe 
"ous are e againſt me. Feeble age ſtands 


12 
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in need of ſome prop and ſupport. 


Jacob ſaw, in his children, the ſtrength 
and comfort of his declining years; 
to have theſe avreſted from him one by 
one, was more than he could well bear: 
The loſs he had already experien- 
ced, enhanced the value of the re- 


. mainder, and rendered them doubly 


dear. He ſeems to himſelf a man 


perſecuted on all ſides by the e 
of adverſe fortune, afflictions in his fas | 
mily, and a famine at his doors! In 


ſuch circumſtances, what wonder if 
1uman infirmity utters the complaint 
All theſe things are againſt me. Yet 
how ignorant is man of the deſigns of 
Heaven Thoſe very circumſtances 
of which Jacob ſo loudly complains, 
are all working together for good, all 


tending to the conſummation of his 
earthly happineſs, when he ſhall to/tc 
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rt. te gone 


f £ 
| ns R 
th e lente bn tl Hine 


y 8 «th vain do Reuben,theeldeſt 90 
r: a d forward to expoſtulate with his 
father and to offer ſecurity for the 
ſafety of Benjamin, ſaying, Slay my] 
two ſons if I bring him not to thee again 
the meaning of which is not that 
his children ſhould be ſlain, but that 
he would be not leſs careful and ſoli- 
citous for the return of Benjamin, than 
if the lives of his two ſons were at ſtake, 
who were as dear to him, as Benjamin 
was to his father, deliver him into my 


hand, and I will bring * to thee "Oe 


Tm dn man is deaf to all entrea- 
ties, and peremptorily declares, that 
Lis ſon ſhall not go down with them, that 
he had already loſt one of the ſons of 


of the Lord in he lend of the 15 
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the beloved Rachel, and to loſe the 


other would ſhorten and embitter the 
_ remainder of his days; His brother 
is dead, and he is left alone ; if miſchief | 
 befal him, in the way in which ye go, then 


fall ye bring down my grey hazrs w 15 


row to the ous F 


 Hxxx we will take leave of Jacob 


and his family, for the preſent; and 
having advanced thus far in the letter 
of the hiſtory, we will now proceed to 
_ conſider its myſtic . and * 


tual application, 


ts e we have ſeen ſold 
by his brethren, tried, tempted, ex- 
alted to the right hand of Pharaoh, 


and ſet over the affairs of Egypt; is the 


Tyr or Chn1sT betrayed into the hands 


V fanners, tempted in all points like as we 


| SERMON. We, 79 | 


are, cralied to the right hand of | Ha and | 
oe over all ge to his: n. 


vat are the Loris of f Jacoby t th 1 
thre of Joſeph: In our land the fa- 


e ber weer, bes Nee ; 
of the Lord. Egypt was anciently the 


land of ſcience and wiſdom the go- 
ing down into Egypt to buy food, may 
therefore be interpreted, as the pro- 


curing to ourſelves knowledge, which 


is the food of the mind, and maketh 


_ viſe unto ſalvation. Jeſus 1 is the Lord 
of the country, for in him are hid all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. 
Little do we think that he who is 
Lord of the, country, Lord of Hea- 
ven and of earth, is our brother and 
kinſman after the fleſh, We dread his 
power, but we know not his love. He 


* 


9 
4 


5 well TAY us, when we appear Sho 
him; though we know not him, and 


of auron 10. 


his gracious deſigns towards us. He 
locks down from Heaven and beholds 


with ſatisfaction the travaił of his ſoul 
fometime afar off, are brought nigh thro 


Faith in tus Blood. And though he 
makes himſelf ſtrange to us, and re- 
ceives us with a ſevere countenance; 
it is only to bring us to the acknow. 
ledgment of our guilt, and to ſhew us 


our dependance on himſelf. He ſpeals 
voug hh indeed; thar is, his Fawthreatens 


death as the wages of ſin; but this 
ſhould only lead us the more to prize 


the excellency of that Goſpel which 


holds forth the free gift of eternal life. 


If he demand of us whence we come; it 
is but that we may enquire into the 
ptinciples and motives of our condutt: 


# 
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If he charge us with being ſpies : 


come to ſee the nakedneſs of the land; it is 
becauſe we are more apt to diſcover 


and obſerve the faults of others, than 5 


to correct and amend what is amiſs in 
ourſelves. Inſtead of expoſing, we 
ſhould cover the nakedneſs of our bre- 


| thren, and hinder their ſhame from ap- 
pearing to the world. Some proof of 


our ſincerity, ſome ſacrifice as the teſt 
of our obedience, may the Lord of the 


country require of us, when we pro- 


feſs ourſelves to be true men before 
with us, all the ſons of Jacob muſt 
come down into Egypt to Joſeph; we 
muſt offer up our whole heart unto 
Chriſt ; painful as it might be toaged 
Jacob to part with his youngeſt ſon; 
ſtill the ſacrifice is rigorouſly exalted, 


and muſt be made; the favourite 


IR 8 idol of tis ORG pou be 
given up at the command of Chriſt. 


Simeon is bound in ſurety for the per. 


formance, that is, we ſhall have no 


peace, no comfort, no liberty or en- 


largement of mind, till the will of God 
be fully complied with. Here then the 
ſoul is ſadly ſtraitened and diſtreſſed, 


Ve are put upon ſelf-examination, as 
to what may occaſion us to be thus ri- 
gorouſly dealt with; the thought oc- 

curs, that it is our ſins that render this 


treatment juſt Me are verily guilly 
concerning our brother for how many 
checks and reproofs of conſcience 
have we reliſted, when he beſought us, 
and we would nat hear — how often 
| have we done deſpite unto the ſpirit 
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© Witte all this is tranſacting in the 
ſoul, Jeſus is witneſs to our every emo. 
tion, and regards our ſufferings with 
tender pity; and though the time be 
not yet come for him to manifeſt him- 
ſelf unto us, ſtill he grants our requeſts 
fills our jacks with corn. — ſatisfies our 
ſouls with good gives us proviſion for 
lie way, the grace we ſtand in need of 
for our daily ſuſtenance ;_—« 
ſtores to each man his money i in 10 ſack 
for he will be no man's debtor, the 
blefling he beſtows, is without money, 
and without price, it is free unmerit- 
ed mercy. We may therefore ſay 
with St. Paul O the depth of the riches 
both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God: 
_ Who hath firſt given unto him and it ſhall 
be recompenſed unto him again: For of him, 
and through him, and to him are allthings, 
00 w_ be glory for ever and ever, Amen. 
| * 2 
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Ix the — of our hearts to 


God we are too prone to retain ſome | 
ſecret reſerve, which were we to part 


with, we are apt to imagine that all 
the comfort and ſatisfaction of our life 


would be at an end: but this is a miſ. 


take ; the maſter we ſerve i is not one 
of thoſe who borroweth and payeth 


not again, we ſhall be no loſers by the 
facrifices we make at the call of duty; 


we may ſafely truſt our deareſt inte- 


reſts in his hands; jacob need not fear 


to ſend his beloved Benjamin to Jo- 
feph; he ſhall recover him again; he 
ſhall alſo fee the glory of his other 
long loſt favourite ſon, the type of him 
who was dead and is alive again, and be- 
hold he liveth for evermore ft 


To the ſpiritual Joſeph, ſeated at 
the right hand of Cod, let us go and 


OY 
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nnen . By 
pay obeiſance; let us go to him for the 
brees, of life; let us be all true men 
nd no ſpies, that is, not mere obſer- 
| vers al the miſcondutt of others, but 
careful for ourſelves to live well, and 
10 be approved of God. When in 
ſtraits and difficulties and diſtreſs, let 
us examine and inquire what we have 
done to bring upon us the judgments 
of God, for affutizon fpringeth not out 
of the duſt, it is the chaſtifement of the 
Lord; and if he chaſtiſe us, we may 
be ſure, there is ſomething in us that 
requires to be amended. Let us re- 
view our paſt life, ſee wherein we have 
done amiſs, and do fo no more 
Let us confeſs our unrighteouſneſs and 
be ſorry for our ſin... Let us acknow- 


| ledge our unworthy treatment of our 


| bleſſed Saviour, in having ſlighted the 
calls of his ſpirit, and atted contrary 
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this our brother; ſo ſhall we obtain 
forgiveneſs. But let us not wonder, 
| if heput our ſincerity to the proof, and 


cauſe us to paſs through various trials: 


Itisby being tried that faith is ſtrength- 
ened, and love encreaſed. Joſeph's 
| brethren, by being made ſenſible of 
their entire dependance on the gover- 


nor of Egypt, and experiencing his for- 


giving temper when under his power, 
will love him infinitely more hereaf- 
ter, than if he had been diſcovered to 
them at the firſt: __ And thus Jeſus, 
the true Joſeph, firſt makes known his 


power, in the convincing us of ſin, be- 
fore he reveals his love, in the pardon- 
ing of it. Myſterious are his proceed- 
ings, but let us yield an implicit obe- 


dience to his will, and in due time we 


inn :..&5 
ſhall ſee the wiſdom of his condutt to- 
wards us; let us not fear to part with 


any thing for his ſake, we ſhall loſe 
nothing by ſerving him. Simeon is 
bound and cannot be releaſed till Ben- 
jamin be ſent ; — And thus our com- 
fort, happineſs, and peace of mind, de- 


pend on a full and unreſerved com- 


pliance with the Divine Will. 


= 


AR DP 


— 


. Oe cnaty AI way 1s + „ 


4 


8 2 . 2 5 3 : "_ 
—c—— — —— 2 Üß . — 


SERMON v. | 


TAE BRETHREN ENTERTAINED BY | 
+ > JOSEPH. | 


GENESIS, xliii. 1, 2. 5 


And the [amine was ſore in the land, and it came 
to paſs when they had eaten up the corn which 
they had brought out of Egypt, their father 
| faid unto them, go Egan my. us a tele 

P el 1 


r the fitnide rages in the land 
of Canaan. As the family of Jacob 
was numerous, the corn which his ſons 
had brought with them from Egypt 

muſt be ſoon conſumed: A ſecond 
journey becomes neceſſary: but on no 
other condition will the ſons of Jacob 
go again to buy food, unleſs their fa- 


* 


ther . chat | Benjamin go with | 


fs A 2 th. 8 \ 
them. W 


Av Judah ſpake unto him, ſeping. 


Tue man did ſolemnly proteſt unto us ſay- 


ing, ye /hall not fee my face excebt your 


brother be with you, if thou wilt ſend our 
brether we will go down and buy thee food, 
but if thou-wilt not ſend him, we will not 
go doum, for the man ſaid unto us, ye ſhall 
not ſee my face except your brother be with 
vou. How naturally affecting is the 


anſwer of the old IE” Where efore 


dealt ye fo ill with me as to tell the man 


whether ye had yet a brother. The re- 


ply of his ſons is not leſs remarkable 
for its ſimplicity— it is a plain ſtate- 
ment of the real circumſtances of the 


caſe The man aſked us ſtraitly of our 
ate and of our kindred, ſaying, Is your 


father yet alive? have ye another brother? 


and we told lim according to the tenor of 
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theſe words; could we certainly know that 
he would ſay, bring your brother doum. 
Such minute inquiries concerning 
their family, coming from a ſtranger; 
muſt have ſeemed very aſtoniſhing to 
the ſons of Jacob, and the requiſition 
of Benjamin have been a trial of their 
ſincerity; no leſs ſevere than unex- 
pected. It was a cruel alternative: The 
old man muſt part with his beloved 
child with ſcarce a hope of ever ſeeing 
him again; or he, his family, and Ben- 
jamin among the reſt, muſt periſh by 
by the famine —— And Fudah ſaid unto. 
| Jjrael his father ; Send the lad with me, 
and we will ariſe and go: if T bring him 
not unto thee, and ſet him before thee, then 
lt me bear the blame for ever. At length 
their father is forced to yield, and 
what parental tenderneſs could not 
conſent to, the neceſſity of the caſe ef. 
ed. If it muſt be ſo now, faid the old 
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land in your veſſels _— ſuch as were the 


peculiar produce of the country, and 


for which Canaan was famous. and 
carry the man a preſent, a little balm, and a 


little honey, ſpices and myrrh, nuts and al. 
monls, as the probable means to conci. | 


liate the favour of the governor of E. 


gypt, and procure the releaſe of Sime- 


on, and the return of Benjamin. And, 


ſays he, take double money in your hand, 


and themoney that was brought again in your 


facks mouth, carry it again in your hand, 
peradventure it was an overſight ——a miſ- 


| take of the ö gover nor's or of thoſe un- 
der him; he could not tell how it was, 
but ſomehow or other he ſuppoſes a 


miſtake to have been made; Take alſo 
| your brother and go again unto the man; 
and God Almighty give youmercy beforethe 


man, that he may fend away your other Bro- 


p J . o 
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ther and Benjamin : If Te bereaved of 


* nen T am bereaved | / 


. HO hols not rs feel for the EY. | 
parent of a numerous offspri ng, already 


in apprehenſion, bereaved of his chil- 


dxen, and preparing his inind againſt 
the worſt that may befal them, in = 
tient ſubmiſſion to the Divine Will 
4 , be beyvaved of my children, I am * 5 


| Tus bercbben return into Egypt and 
appear again before Joſeph. As ſoon 
as he ſaw Benjamin with them, he or- 


dered a feaſt to be prepared, and theſe 


ſhepherds from Judea are invited to 
dine with the governor of Egypt. 
Nor were they leſs alarmed at the kind 
neſs of their preſent reception, than 
by the ſeverity of their former treat- 
ment. When men bear about them 
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Me are verily guilty concerning our bro- 
ther, was ſtill uppermoſt in their 


thoughts: They are brought into Jo- 


ſeph's houſe; but this circumſtance, in- 


ſtead of quieting their fears, only ſerv. 
ed to increaſe their ſuſpicions, and 


that the money ſound in their ſacks 
would be the pretence ofaccuſing them 
And they ſaid, Becauſe of the money that 


was returned in our ſacks the firſt time are 


we brought in, that he may ſeek. occaſion 
againſt us, and fall upon us, and take us 
| for bondſmen and our .aſſes., As ſoon 
* therefore as they ſaw, the ſteward of 


the houſe, they proteſt their innocence, 
and ons to reſtore it _ 5-0 _ 


and it came to paſs aan we came to 10 the. 
inn, that we opened our facks, and behold 
every man's money was in the mouth of his 


the conſciouſneſs of guilt, they are al. 
ways full of terror and apprehenſion; 
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ſk ourmoney in fllt wei ight; and we have 


brought it again in our hands. And other, 
money have we brought down in our hands 
to buy food ; we cannct tell who yoo! our 
_ in e te gh Ne | 


T EY receive a \feidujable DIR 
from the ſteward of Joſeph's houſe, 


And he ſaid, Peace be unio you, fear : 
not ; Jour God, and the God of your: fa- 


ther, hath given-youtreaſure in-your ſacks: 
I lad your monty — and the further 


to diſpel their . 7 a out Bhs 


meon unto them. 


i 2 5 now ae prepare to meet Jo- 


ſeph the ſecond time. Again they fall 
proſtrate on the earth before him, now 
more completely fulfilling his dream 
than at the firſt, ſor now all his eleven 


brethren, ſignified by the eleven ſtars, 


—— — 


sER * DW : v. 


6 


flood eta belt him, and made 
0 222 him. | | 


PE he aſted WE: 5 heir we 100 
and faid, Ts your father well, the old man 
of whom ye ſpake ? Is he yet alive? And 
they anſwered, Thy ſervant our father is 
in good health, he is yet alive. Obſerve 
they call their father Joſeph's ſervant, 
thereby doing homage to the gover- 
nor of Egypt in their father's name, 
and thus fulfilling that part of Jo- 
ſephis dream, whi ch repreſented the 
ſun making obeiſance before him; and 
they bowed their heads and made obeiſance, 
this they did every time they gave an- 
ſwer to Joſeph's. queſtions, and it is 
mentioned to ſhew the full completion 
the e dream. Nee 


i he lift ub kei eyes and ſaw has bro. 
| the on, and * aid, Is thas your 


Jen eee 
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younger Aube of whom b unto 
me? and he ſaid, God be gracious unto ther, 
my ſon. And Joſeph made haſte, for his 


bowels did yearn upon his brother: and he 


ſought where to weep, and he entered into 


— 


. AN an afedivg. ns. 1s this! N 


| ; loſeph with his eleven brethren at his 
| feet; and he who had aſſumed the 
þ haughty tone of the Lord ofthe coun- 


try, unable to conceal the feelings of 
a brother, and ſtruggling in vain to 


ſuppreſs the guſhing tides of affection 
for his kindred. The fight of Benja- 
min is more than he can bear. To 
avoid a premature diſcovery, he a- 
bruptly quits the room, and leaves the 


brethren aſtoniſhed and amazed at this 


| Rrange and nn burſt 80 ten- 


nel. BE 
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„ ene vc as Joſeph ande recover 
that command of himſelf which was 
neceſſary to carry on his deſign, he re- 

turns again to the brethren, and or- 
ders the feaſt he had prepared to be 
ſerved up. And here we obſerve the 
governor of Egypt ſeated apart at a 
table by himſelf; forthe time was not 
yet come to acknowledge himſelf an 
is brethren, nor could he 
as a ſtranger fit down with the people 
of the country. On one ide are the 
brethren, on the other the Egyptians, 
each at their reſpective tables, ſe pa- 
rate and diſtinct. for the Egyptians 
may not eat bread wiln the Hebrews for 
that is an abomination to the Egyptians. 
Joſeph we ſee wiſely favours their re- 
en 3 The diftates of con- 


3 


unde in error, ws. oh ever to be 


held ſacred and inviolate: By any re- 
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ſtraint or force upon their operation, 
we endanger the life itſelf of the 
tender principle ſrom whence they 
proceed: The Egyptians under an 
Hebrew governor are allowed to re- 
tain the manners and cuſtoms of their 
anceſtors, nor are they compelled to 
intermix with a people whom from 
90g they have been e to 

W ; 


' Ir muſt have been no ſmall aſtoniſh- 
ment to the ſons of Jacob, to ſee them- 
ſelves placed at the table, and ſerved 
inorderaccording to their birth-right, 
asthey were wont to be at their father's 
houſe; and this, atthe command of one 
whom they conſidered as an entire 

ſtranger. And why ſhould Benjamin's 
meſs be ſi ve times as much as any of the 
reſt _ Benjamin the youngeſt of them 
: all, who conſequently fat loweſt at the 
0 2 


table. A b this they v were 
unable to account for. | 


Ir is ſaid, they Sikh and were merry 
with him. By entertaining them in a 
free and open manner, he took care 
to do away all the remains of fear and 
diſtruſt, occaſioned by his former be- 
haviour. He welcomes them as bre- 
thren, though ſtill known to them on- 

ly as the Lord of Egypt. 


From the table of Jofeph ſurround-. 


ed by his brethren, turn we to con- 


template the ſpiritual application of 
the ſcene which has juſt paſſed i in re- 


view before us. 

Accorpinc to the myſtic interpre- 
tation — Wx are THE SONS OF JA- 
cos, all ſons of one man, endued with 
one common nature, ſubject to the 
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ſame wants and infirmities, with bo- | 
ſoms glowing with the like kindred + 
ſympathies —— Hungry and thir/ly our 


ſoul fainteth within us . and there be 


many that ſay, who will Heu us any good. 
The famine which rages in our land is 


the not to be extinguiſhed defire of 


happineſs, a deſire, which is as it were, 


the ſoul of our ſoul, and will live 


within us, when the body offleſh which 
ſurrounds us, is mouldered into duſt, 
It is a craving appetite and muſt be 
fed. The corn we get from Egypt; 
the food which the mind derives 


from knowledge and inſtruction, ſoon 
prompts us, by the ſame methods, to 
procure a further ſupply. Though 
| the Lord ofthe country ſpake roughly 
unto us, yet he granted our requeſt; 


Of the treaſures of his wiſdom have we 


received: But he inſiſts on a condi- 


tion which ſeems hard and almoſt im- 


* 
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praflicable to fleſh and blood; a 


' which is dear to us, as a brother Ben- 
.Jamin, muſt. be given up; and unleſs 
this ſacrifice be made, we cannot en. 


ter the kingdom of God, or behold the 


face of Jeſus Chriſt. We have taſled 
tat the Lord is gracious; but it is a 


grace that fills us with holy awe and 
reverential fear. Fain would we keep 


back that which is dear to us as a right 


hand, or a right eye; but God requires 


of usour heart; and our whole heart with 


all its defires and affections muſt be 


brought to Chriſt, that he may ſanctify, 

bleſs, and unite us unto himſelf. It 
was his love for Benjamin that recon- 
ciled Joſeph to his brethren: It is 


our repentance and faith that muſt re- 
concile us unto the brother whom we 


have offended. The Lord of the 


country whither we are going is the 
brother and the friend of man; we 
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need not ſear to give up our all into 
his hands, ſor he is able to keep that 
whick is committed unto him, and we 
ſhall recover our Benjamin again. 
Like aged Jacob, the weakneſs of our 
mortal nature has ſometimes ſtrange 
forebodings where nothing is to be 
feared: God Almighty give us mercy be- 
forethe Man who is _— nted-to Ne the 
rene WTO F 


Taxi interview beten Jologl and 
his brethren, is a type of that which 
may be ſuppoſed one dayto take place. 


between Jeſus and his brethren: ax 


event awful to human apprehenſion; 

but let Benjamin be with us, let our 
hearts be right towards God, and the 
miniſters of Chriſt, like the ſteward 
of Joſeph's houſe, ſhall give us an an- 
fverof peace; the aſſurance of our ac- 
ceptance with God, 
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| PREPARE ve then for the coming and 
appearance of the great God and our Savi. 
our Feſus Chriſt: We are bidden to a 
feaſt__to the ſupper of the great 
King. Theſe men, ſaid Joſeph, ſhall 
dine with me at n00n..__.W eſhall not only 
fee Jeſus__ fee Him who is touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, and 
whoſe bowels do yearn over us, even 
while yet unknown to us e hall 
even eat and drink with him at his table. 
As becometh an hoſpitable prince 
waiting upon his gueſts. He ſhall gird. 
Aimſelſ, and make us fit down to meat, and 
will ee NN us. 


Mr pauſe awhile, and contem. 
plate the exceeding great love of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt! This 
man receiveth finners and cateth with them 
may we ſtill ſay of him with the 


e 
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seribes and Phariſces of old, though 
with a far different meaning, ſor by 
them it was ſpoken in ſcorn and deri- 
ſion, but with us it is the language of 
| devoutadmiration. We are made par- 
takers of his love: According to our 


advancement and growth: in grace, ve 


receive the communications of his 
mercy and bleſſing— to the firſt born 

according to his birth-right, and to the: 

youngeſt according to his youth, for he 
knows the ſeveral ſtates and circum- 
ſtances of each of us, who we are, 

what we have done, and how-we ſtand 
affected towards him. They whoſe 
hearts are pure and uncorrupted by 
the world ; like Benjamin, the younger 
brother, who was not conſenting to 
the deed and counſel of his brethren, 
and was more nearly related to Jo- 
ſeph than the reſt; ſhall be moſt plen- 
_ tifully ſerved by the maſter of the 
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feaſt. They who priding themſelves 
in the attainments of human ſcience 
look with contempt on the ſimplicity 
of God's people, are the Egyptians. 
who diſdain to eat bread with the 
Hebrews, but fit apart by themſelves; 
. Mill are They fed from the maſter's ta- 
ble. All that is good and true of hu- 
man knowledge, though the pride of 
ference will not own it, is of divine 
original. Both the Egyptian as well as 
the Hebrew received their meat from. 


Juoſeph.— and both Jew and Gentile, 


the ſimple believer and the profound 
reaſoner, reeeive all the knowledge and 
wiſdom they poſſeſs from Chriſt: It 
is his hand that feeds them, whether 
they acknowledge him or not — He 
giveth food to All fleſh, n us 1 

endureth for ever, 
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EA rthen O Friends, driniO beloved —. 
When ye feaſt with Chriſt, ye need fear 
no exceſs, the new wine of the king- 
dom exhilarates, but not intoxicates; 
it ennobles, not degrades our nature. 
Draw near with atrue heart and faith 
unfeigned, and you will findawelcome 
at the table of your Lord, and ſhall 


avant no manner of thing that is good. 
Only let your brother Benjamin be with you 


— even that ſimplicity and purity of 


heart, of Which Benjamin is the type. 


As was the reception of the ſons of 
Jacob in the houſe of Joſeph, ſo ſhal = 


be our future reception in the king- 
dom of Chrift__ when He ſhall make 


himſelf known to us when all the 
ſtrangeneſs of his paſt treatment. all 
the myſteries of Providence and grace 


ſhall be opened and explained to us 


—— when we ſhall ſee the hand of God 
P a | 
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in all things that have happened 


and how all things work together, to 
accompliſh the greateſt un apts 
tual and eternal g ata # 
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THE POLICY oF JOSEPH To STAY. 11s | 


BRETHREN. | 


Greis, xliv. 12. EAST 


And he e N began at the 4460, — 


tft at te youngeſt : and 17 rl. Was Joint | 
in aer s Jack. 4 


| W. TH NO ſmall CarisfaQtion muſt the 


| brethren have departed from the table 


of Joſeph, where they had found a re- 


ception ſo very different ſrom vhat 
they had reaſon to expect. Their 
minds were eaſed of the anxiety and 


apprehenſion that oppreſſed them; 


Benjamin was ſafe; they had recovered 


Simeon, and the governor's courteſy 
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and attention to his gueſts muſt have 
excited equal admiration and aſtoniſh- 
ment. No longer proſtrate on the 
earth before him, they had been ſeated | 
at his table, and partook with him in 
the pleaſures of the feſtive board. Nor 

vas it the leaſt matter of their joy, that 
he, for whoſe welfare they were moſt 
_ alarmed, had been received by the ge- 
vernor with the moſt diſtinguiſhing 
marks of favour. How muſt they have 
exulted, with the idea having ſuch 


welcome news to carry back to their 


Talhex. 


Bur they conſidered, that while they 
vere thus feaſting in Egypt, their aged 
parent, their wives, and their children, 
had a ſore famine to contend with in 
the land of Canaan. Amidſt the 
mirth of Joſeph's table, they forget not 
the groans and cries of their families 
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for lack of bread, who looked forward 


t their return with the i impatience of 


extreme. diſtreſs. 


tur are 1 furniſhed with o 
_ viſions as much as they can carry, and 


every man's money is placed in his 


fack's mouth the ſame as before: But 
here a new circumſtance is added 
at the command of Joſeph, his cup, 
the ſilver cup is placed with the corn- 


money, in the fack's. mouth of the: 
ng. 


Bur why this new trial of the bee ; 


thren to involve them in freſh dif 


trels, 


Ir ſeems to have been deſigned with 
a view to try the affection of the bre- 
thren for Benjamin; and to ſee how 
* would conduct n on his 
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being expoſed to danger. Or perhaps | 
it was the intention of Joſeph to fur. 
niſh himſelf with a plea for the detain. 
ing of Benjamin — Or in order that 
he might diſcover himſelf to his bre- 

thren in the moſt tender and affecting 

manner. ET an 


However this might be; they are 
ſcarce gone out of the city, when he 
ſends his ſteward after them, to accuſe 

them of having ſtolen the filver cup, 

and to bring them back. Aſtoniſhed 
at ſo unexpected a charge, they diſ- 
claim the theft; already had they given 

proof of their honeſty in acknowledg - 
ing the money they had ſound in their 
ſacks, how improbable then was it, that 
men who had atted ſo honourably on 
the former qccafion, ſhould in the pre- 

ſent inſtance ſo far debaſe themſelves, 
as to ſteal from the houle of their be- 
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| nelnblor veſſels of ſilver or gold. With | 
all the confidence of innocence; they 
denounce their puniſhment, ſhould: 


they be found guilty and voluntarily 


offer themſelves to the ſearch __ With - 
whomſoever of thy ſervants it be found, both 
let him die, and we will be my Lord's bond ſ 
men. — little aware in whoſe ſack the 
cup was concealed. The ſtewardtakes 


them at their word, only mitigating 


their ſentence He with whom it is 
found ſhall be my ſervant, and ye ſhall be 
 Hlameleſs. He then proceeds to ſearch 
them one after another, beginning at 

the eldeſt, and leaving off at the young- 


eſt, when to the amazement of them 


all, the cup is found in Benjamin's ſack. 
With ſuch evident conviction, what 


could they urge in their defence 
How exceſſive their diſtreſs . Con- 


ſeious of their innocence, yet unknow- 


ing how to clear away the imputation 
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of guilt. Ghenonriog they return to the 


city, once more to verify their bro- 
and throw themſelves at 
his ne * . of bis . | 


die, Joſeph aſs unto Mas hatin 
this that ye have done ! Wot ye not that ſuck 
A man as I can divine . He, who had 
ſuch great knowledge, as for that rea- 


ſon to be exalted to the head of the 


kingdom, and entitled Zaphnath-paa- 
neah the revealer of ſeerets; what 
raſhneſs and preſumption to think to 


' deceive. ſuch a man as this! Here 
_ Joſeph continues to afſume the cha- 


raQter of an Egyptian, and pretends to 
know the real circumſtances and con- 
dutt of the brethren from divina- 


gere 


W ne did be know . real 
circumſtances and. eau though 
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not from divination, but from expe- 
cience. Of the pretended crime laid 
to their charge, they were innocent; 
but in all their tranſactions in times 

paſt, they could not plead equally guilt- 
i leſs.” When Joſeph put the queſtion, 
h What is this that ye have done. the 
d brethren clearly underſtood him to 
* refer to ſome other iniquity of theirs, 
2 as appears from the anſwer of Judah, 
bod hath found out the iniquity of thy ſer- 
|  vants, that is, we acknowledge ourſelves 
to be guilty, we own the ſentence: of 
our condemnation to be juſt, we are 
content that judgment take place - 
| Behold we are my Lord's ſervants, both we 
| a ede with whom the ** is found. 


| To apgravide uber diſtreſs, * re- 
ſes this requeſt; alledging, it would 
be unjuſt to make them all ſuffer, 
where only one appeared in fault 
| Q 2 Ms 
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Andhe ſaid God di Tſhoulddo ks 
but the man — hand the cup is found, 


8 in i peace 1 90 oaths adds ohh 
he Sad to "ob the affection of his bre- 


„ and to ſee whe- 


Ae oy would leave = in his pre 
lent . 


2 & * I's 


Bur 3 3 a eee 


5 Judah, who had engaged to his Father 
bor the ſafety of his brother Benjamin, 
came near, and addreſſed the Gover- 


nor in a ſtrain of as moving eloquence 


fas; which ſhews that there is no- 


thing ſo powerful, ſo irreſiſtible in its 
energy as truth. Could Joſeph have 
withſtood ſuch a ſpeech as this, we 
might conclude, that amidit the ſplen- 
dors of a throne, he had loſt the feel- 


as ever flowed from the human heart; 
and yet, it is but a plain ſtatement of 


> 
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ingof aman, and that neither fraternal | 


nor filial affeQion any longer found 


place in his boſom. But the effect of 
this diſcourſe, muſt be reſerved for 
the conſideration of a future oppor- 
tunity ; the myſtic ſignification of the 


tranſaction before us now calls for 
our attention. 1 . 


Ax here we no longer behold Jo- 


ſeph, but Jzs Us. The policy of the 


Egyptian Governor to ſtay his bre- 


 thren, is the type of our Gover- 


nor's plan to unite us unto himſelf. 
The ſilver cup, which was the cauſe 
of ſo much diſtreſs to the ſons, of 
Jacob, is with us, THE CUP OF SAL- 
VATION. They are charged with 
having ſtolen this cup, though in 
reality it was placed in their ſacks 
mouth by the order of Joſeph; and 
thus ſalvation is the free gift of God 
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through Chriſt, but when man un. 
warily attributes it to himſelf, and 
aſcribes it to his own righteouſneſs 

and works, there appears a kind of 
FTobbery or theft, and with this notion 
of merit, there is a departure from 
God; But ſee the method he takes 


to bring us back, he ſends after us 
his ſteward, even the miniſters and 
ſtewards of his holy word, to charge 
us with the theft, and to e xpoſtulate 


on the injuſtice and ingratitude of 
attributing to ourſelves that ſalvation 


which in reality belongs to God 
His is all the glory His the cup of 


ſalvation, which we have received. 


We are examined, and with Benjamin, 


even with the ſimple and pure in 
heart, is this cup found. There was a 
theft, though not in intention, yet in 
fabt; and ſo in voluntary ſins are found | 

even with good men, nor are our beſt 


FE TS 8 r 
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un. lions pure in the ſight of God. Ben- 

and jamin was going away with the cup 

1eſs without knowing it; and how many 

| of Ml fins are we ſurpriſed into, without | 
ion knowing that we commit them, till 1 
om God ſends after us his ſtewards and 


ces miniſters, to convince us of our vile. ö 
us neſs, and to make it appear that ſalva- - I 
nd tion from: firſt to laſt is all from him. - "4 
ge When the diſcovery is made, and to ue | 
te the language of the ſons of Jacob, when 5 
of Lad hath found. out the iniquity of his f 
n Fervants, what ſſall we ſay in our defence, 1 
or how ſhall we clear ourſelves unto our = 
Lord. We muſt acknowledge our 1 
guilt and throw ourſelves upon the | 


merey of our Judge Behold we are my 
Lord's fervants, both we, and he alſo with 
whom the cup is found, But our Joſeph 

vill have none but Benjamin, none but 
they whoſe hearts are ſimple and pure 
before God. His decree runs thus, 
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the man in ae l the cup fer 
he ſhall be my ſervant : Is then the cup 
of falvation ſound in our hands, let 
nus reſtore it unto its rightful owner, 
and give unto the Lord the honour 
due unto his name. - SALVATION BE. 
LONGETH UnTo God; and they only | 
with whom it is tound, they "wy be 
gon ee eng 80 


i is chicks no o Judah to come near, 
wy plead for the brethren who are 
thus rejected by the ſpiritual Joſeph 2} 
Is there no interceſſor for repentant 
finners, who come to implore mercy? 
Ino one to avert the wrath of God, 
and to ſtand forward with an O let not 
my Lord be angry, and I will ſpeak ? Yes; 
Jeſus, our Advocate with the Father, 
will perform for us the office of Judah 
as well as that of Joſeph: He will be 
our interceſſor, as well as our judge: 


let u him and jet us before him, then will 
ner, he bear the blame for euer. The glory 
Our of Chriſt is in the ſalvation of ſinners, 
ze. Every ſinner ſaved, is a jewel in his 


nly crown. The ſcheme of his ſalvation 
be is one continued effort and endeavour 
to reconcile men to God and to each 

. other, to make us all one family, un- 
ar, der one head, Himſelfthe great Houſe- 


Ire holder, and we his ſervants and ſtew- 
1? ads, fed from the munificence of his 
nt bounty, and governed according to 


1 his laws. While with Joſeph he deals 
d, harſhly with us, with Judah he pleads 


of for us, and with Benjamin he mediates, . 
and is the way of our acceſs ta God, 


without whom, na man cometh to the Fa- 


5 
h,W tir, Nor let it ſeem ſtrange that the 
e ſame glorious Perſon ſhould be typi- 


R 
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Hewill 6 us; at his hands will 
God requare US 5 and if he bring us nat n 


id under different characters, for his 
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perſections are infinite, and finite be. 
ings, ſuch as mortal men, can but im- 
perfectly repreſent his infinity. All 
men are indeed images of God and 
of Chriſt. All the children of our 
heavenly Father bear about them ſome 
feature of reſemblance to their com- 
mon Parent, one after this manner, and 
another after that manner. Joſeph 
ſhews forth his greatneſs, Judah his 
benignity, and Benjamin his media- 
tion, nay all the ſons of Jacob, and 
all the perfonages of the Old Teſta- 
ment, repreſent ſome attribute of 
Chriſt, though but imperfealy, for 
they were ſinful and mortal men, and 
in that reſpect, bore him no reſem- 
blance. Their ſeveral virtues were but 
ſo many faint emanations from His 
goodneſs, like the ſtars which ſhine 
with a light not their own but bor- 
rowed from the ſun; they differ in- 
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deed in glory, but in the preſence of 


him to whom they owe their luſtre, 


they all alike diſappear. More than 
_ Joſeph, or Benjamin, orJudah is Jeſus, 


the GREAT Ax TIT VPE of all ſaints: 
We may therefore addreſs him in the 
words of the Pſalmiſt alluding to the 
hiſtory before us — Give ear, O thou 
ſhepherd of Tfrael, thou that leadeſt Jo- 


 feph like a flock ſhew thyſelf alſo thou 


that dwelleſt between the Cherubims !.__. 
Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Ma- 


naſſen, * up thy ſtrength and come and 
ſave us. Turn us again, O God! ſhew. 


the Light of thy e. and we ſhall 
. be whole. 


0 
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JseETH MADE KNOWN ux TO HIS 
BRETHREN. 


Gexes15, XIV..1. 


Men 70% could not refrain himſelf before 
all them that food by ham ; and he cried, 


Cauſe every man to go out from me: and 
there ſtood no man with him whale Joſephi 
macle humfelf known unto his brethren, 


Ws are now arrived at one of the 
moſt intereſting ſcenes of this hiſtory. 
On one ſide are the ſons of Jacob in 
| the utmoſt diſtreſs on account of their 

younger brother whom the governor 
of Egypt claims for his ſervant, be- 
cauſe in his ſack the cup was found; 
on the other ſide ſtands Joſeph, wil- 
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ling to diſmiſs the brethren, but refuf. 
ing to releaſe Benjamin. 


Hz hears the interceſſion of Judah; 
a maſter-piece of eloquence and na- 
ture; the moſt tender circumſtances 
are brought forward to move his com- 

' paſſion, and to prevail with him to let 
Benjamin go. Much is there of un- 


= affected art, of unſtudied rhetoric in 


this ſpeech. With what deference and 
reſpect does he addreſs Joſeph, calls 
him his Lord, himſelf and his brethren 
his ſervants, begs his patient hearing, 
and paſſes a mighty compliment upon 
him, tou art even as Pharaoh, thy fa- 
vour as deſirable, thy wrath as dread- 
ful as Pharaoh's. Benjamin, he re- 
preſents as well worthy his compaſ- 
ſionate conſideration. He was a little 
one, compared with the reſt of them; 
the youngeſt; not acquainted with the 
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world, nor ever inured to hardſhips, 
having been always brought up ten- 

derly with his father. It made his caſe 
ah; | the more piteous, that he alone was left 
na- of his mother, and his brother was dead. 
y Little did Judah think what a tender 


1325 point he now touched upon, and that 

et the perſon before whom he pleads, is 

* himſelf that brother whom he ſuppoſes 

n to be dead. He urges it very cloſely, 
d that Jofeph had himſelf conſtrained 

's I them to bring Benjamin; had ſeem- 

, ed defirous to ſee him, had forbid- 

13 den them his preſence unleſs Benja- 

, min was with them; circumſtances 


4 theſe which indicated ſome intentions 
of kindneſs: And after all, after be- 
; ing brought with fo much difficul- 
ty, muſt he find no- other favour at 
the hands of the governor than a ſen- 
tence of perpetual ſlavery! Was he. 

not brought down to Egypt in obedi- ; 
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ence, purely in obedience to the com- 
mand of Joſeph, and will he not they 
him ſome mercy ? But the great ar. 
gument he inſiſts upon, is the inſup. 
portable grief it would be to his aged 
father, if Benjamin ſhould be left be. 
hind— His father loveth him. This 
they had pleaded againſt Joſeph's in- 
fiſting on his coming down If he 
ſhould leave his father he would die.— 
much more if he was now to be left 
behind never more to return. This, 
the old man of whom they ſpake, had 
pleaded againſt his going down. If 

mi ſchief befal him, ye ſhall bring down 
my grey harrs, that crown of glory, with 

, ſorrow to the grave. This therefore 
Judah preſſes with much earneſtneſ 
His life is bound up in the lad's life 
and it ſhall come to paſs, when he 
ſeeth that the lad is not with us, that he 
uill die, and thy ſervants ſhall bring down 
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te grey hairs of thy fervant our father | 
with ſorrow to the grave. Laſtly, Judah 
pleads that he for bis part could not 
hear to ſee this, and offers to remain 
a bondſman inſtead of his brother 
For how ſhall I go up to my father, and 
the lad be not with me? leſt peradventure 
ore the evil that Se come on my fa- 

| ther. 


N Fen behold the effect of this ad- 
dreſs.— Fofeph could no longer refrain 
himſelf before all them that ſtood by him.— 
The governorof Egypt is moved; and 
the emotions of his heart are too ſtrong 


for concealment. 'The diſtreſs of the 


brethren excites in his boſom the ſym- 1 


pathy of a brother. The Egyptians 


are abruptly commanded from his pre- 
ſence. He will be alone with his bre- 
thren while he diſcovers himſelf unto. 
them. | 


” 
, Oe any i IT pains 
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5 How admirably i Is natural affeftion 
interwoven with our frame! It is 
the ground work of. ail virtue and 
goodneſs. It is the very bond of 
human ſociety, without which it could 
not long ſubſiſt. It is the ſacrament 
of nature in our hearts, which endears 
man to man, and enables the afflicted 
to find an intereſt in the boſom of the 
proſperous. It is this which attaches 
the parent to the child, the child to 
the parent, and moves with kindred 
ſympathy the hearts of brethren. So 
deeply is it rooted in our natures, that 
even the worſt of men cannot alto- 
gether extinguiſh it, or wholly with- 
ſtand its influence. It glows in the 
boſom of the ſavaze, and the moſt im- 
placable and cruel have fometimes 
felt its force. And if thus univerſal 
its ſway, how powerfully muſt it have 
operated in the heart of Joſeph, when 
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he heard the ſupplications of his bre- 


thren, and ſaw, and witnelled their 


dire! ! 


ans EN hen was VIEW with his bre- 


thren, he gave his paſſion vent_— he 


"wept aloud __ ſo that, the Egyptians and 


the houſe of Pharaoh heard __.wonder- 


ingno doubtatthe deportment of their 


governor in the preſence of theſe 
ſrangers. 


Bur hdd muſt his brethren have 


received the declaration ſo unexpett- 
ed, yet ufhered in with ſuch vehe- 
ment emotion, IJ am Fofe ph, doth my 


wn live ! 


Ws are told, as could not a fi 
bin, for they were troubled at his preſence. 


The guilt of their fin was ſtill freſh in 
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their minds: It is 3 whom * 
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envied and hated, that has received 
them with ſuch alternate kindneſs and 
| ſeverity : : And what have they not to 
fear from him, who found no com- 
patios at their hands! 
b (Comics is ſornething very tenderand 
expreſſive in the ſudden queſtion, Doi 
my father yet live. He had already been 
informed that the old man of whom they 
ſpake was yet alive——and he again re- 
peats the inquiry, to be aſſured once 
more of the welcome tidings— As 
much as to ſay, Is it indeed true, 
, after ſo long an interval of time has 
« elapſed, that I have ſtill living a 
« father who loves me, and to whom 
« I may yet render ſome tribute of 
„ filial _ and econ.” 

Bui has Waben could not . him 

— mis Joſeph perceived, and he pi- 
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tied their diſtreſs, and he ſaid, Come nearto 
me Ipra you ; and they came near that 
they might recollect his features, and be 
aſſured that it was Joſeph himſelf 
and he ſaid I am Joſepli your brother — 
ill owning the relation between them, 
though they had uſed him ſo unkindly 
te ſelf- ſame Joſeph whom they had 
n fold into Egypt. This alluſion to their 
crime was not intended to upbraid 


2. them with it, but only to introduce 
e what he had to ſay further to their 
$ comfort Now therefore be net grieved, 


. nor angry with yourſelves, that ye fold me 
I lather, for. God did ſend: me before you to 
3} preſerve life. For theſe two. years hath 
1 the ſamine been in the land, and yet there 
; are froe years in which there ſhall be nei- 
ther earing or harveſt. And God. ſent me 
ö before you to preſerve a poſterity in te 
cart, and to fave your lives by a great de- 
kverance. So now it was not you that ſent. 
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me hither, but God; und he hath made me 
a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 
houſe, and a ruler amm. all the land 


/ Egybt. 


„How e is the Providence 
| of God diſplayed in bringing good out 
of evil. Joſeph's brethren ſold himwith 


nanevil deſign; Godoverrules this wick- 


edneſs of theirs for a good purpoſe: 
They ſold their brother to gratify their 
on envy and malice but God ſent 
him before them, to preſerve alive much. 


people He permitted the evil that 


vas in the hearts of Joſeph's brethren 


_____ to ſhew itſelf in outward act, that its 


direful nature might appear that 


they might ſee and feel the bitter ef- 


fects of envy and hatred indulged; and 
by afflictive diſpenſations be brought 
to a better mind. He treated their 
ſin, like a wound which the {kilful ſur- 
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geon ſuffers ta come to a ſore, in or- 
der to its more effectual cure — and 


thus, as the Prophet ſays, a man's oun 


wickedneſs hall correct him. The Pro- 


vidence of God will make evil in the 


end to be productive of good, and the 


flerceneſs of man ſhall turn to his praiſe. 


We are always under the controul of 
a ſuperior power; we cannot act but 
by his permiſſion, and under his di- 
rection, we cannot go beyond the word of 
een en 


Tux ern of man but ſerves to ma- 


nifeſt the goodneſs of God: Had evil 
never been, the ſuperabounding grace 


of God muſt have remained for ever 


unknown. If the fons of Jacob had 


not ſold their brother, we could not 
have ſeen the magnanimity and for- 
giveneſs of Joſeph. And thus the 
glory of God is moſt eminently dif- 
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played in the ſalvation of ſinners, 
We have no merit or righteouſneſs 
to recommend us to Chriſt : Rather, 
have we not hated him, and preferred 
the world before him, and the vile 
luſts of the fleſh to his moſt holy and 
perfect law! But deſpiſed and reject. 
ed as he is, the day will come, when 
we ſhall be brought to feel our de. 
pendance on the Lord of life, and to 
ſeek ſalvation through the merits of a 
crucified Saviour. In the time of 
dearth, that is, in ſeaſons of affliction, 

whom ſhall we have recourſe to, but 
to him, for conſolation ? Terrified 
and affrighted under the convittion 
of our ſins, and with the fearful ap- 
prehenſion of judgment, he alone can 
ſpeak peace to the troubled conſci- 
ence. Unto that man will he look that is 
poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and trem- 
 blath at his word; Joſeph diſcovering. 
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bimſelf unto his brethren, is the type 
ol Chriſt revealing himſelf unto his 


people as he doth not unto the world. 
The Egyptians are not ſuffered to be 


preſent at this ſcene—- for the world 
ſeeth not, nor knoweth Chriſt in the 


relation he ſtands to thoſe whom he is 
not aſhamed to call his brethren I am 


4 Joſepl your brother I am yelus the 


brother and the Geng of man the 


Saviour of ſinners, whom God hath 
ſent before us to preſerve life. How 


great that love which fubmitted to the 


death of the Croſs to accompliſh our 
redemption! —— Bekold-the man ! It is 
Jeſus ſympathiſing with his ſuffering 
| brethren, @ partaler of the fellowſhip of 


our ſufferings that we may partake of the 


likeneſs of his reſurrection— He was 
made in all things unto his brethren 
like us he ſorrowed and wept —- 
was ſenſible of grief and pain — not 


T 
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on his own account, but for our ſakes, 


for he bore our griefs and carried our 
forrows. Let unbelief come and be- 
hold ſee Jeſus, our brother after 
the fleſh, the once crucified, but now 


: gloriouſſy exalted Saviour the head 


of all principality and power — 
diſpenſing to his repentant brethren 
—— pardon and grace. Be not angry 
that ye fold me ſeems to imply 


that the fins of men, though they bring 


pain, and remorſe, and grief, upon them 
that commit them, yet are they be- 
held with compaſſion by that all-gra- 


cious Being againſt whom they are 


committed. Father forgive them was 
the prayer of him whom the father 
heareth always, when the Jew and the 
Gentile conſpired to put him to death 
by virtue of that prayer, there is 
ſalvation for a world of ſinners __ the 


death of Chriſt, is the life of the world 
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_— God did ſend him before us to preſerve 
he. Into the Egypt of the grave, he 


| deſcended for our ſake, that through 


death he might deſtroy him that had the 
power of death __The laſt enemy we 
have to fear is already vanquiſhed by. 
a dying Chriſt : And when fleſh and 


heart ſhall fail, in nature's diſſolution 


and decay; the quiveringlip and cloſ- 


ing eye may commend our ſpirit into 


his care, who hath declared himſelf the 


Keſurrection and the Life, and that o- 


ſoever believein in him ſhall never die. 


SUCH then 1s Jeſus to us, as Joſeph 
was to his brethren, a kind, forgiving 


brother, gone before us, to preſervelife 


Head over all things to his church; 
—anddiſpenſing ſalvation, and every 


golpel bleſſing, to all who with a true 


penitent heart and lively faith turn to 
him. So long as we are in the world, 
1 
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ſons of Jacob during the time of fa- 
mine. To Joſeph they went for the 
bread that periſheth. To Jeſus we go 


for the bread of everlaſting life: Like 


; them we experience alternate ſeverity 
and loving-kindneſs : But whatever 


*þ be our diſpenſation, whether we ſuffer 


or rejoice; the end which God has in 
view, is to deliver us from this preſent 


evil world, to bring us nearer unto 


Chriſt, and to make us meet partakers 
of his heavenly kingdom, 


bs the hiſtory before us, and 


more eſpecially from the Myſtery ty- 
pified thereby, we learn the forgive- 


neſs of injuries. Joſeph forgave the 
fin of his brethren: We too who have 


ſinned after the ſimilitude of the ſons 
of Jacob, in our rejection of Chriſt 
the beloved fon * our * fa- 


will our ſtate be ſimilar to Mink of the 


treſpaſſes, ſo far only, as we forgive 
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ther, are fill acknowledged by him 


as his brethren, our unrighteouſneſs 18 
forgiven and our fin covered. Freely as 
we have received, let us freely give; 


as we have found mercy, fo let us ſhew 


mercy ; let us with all humility ſeek. 

forgiveneſs of thoſe whom our unkind 
treatment has removed from us; and 
let us generouſly pardon and receive 
to our boſom, our repentant brethren, 
from whom we may have received in- 
juries, but whom the chaſtening hand 
of the Almighty has brought to a bet- 
ter mind. When the opportunity of- 
fers, let your revenge be offices of 
kindneſs— if thy enemy hunger, feed 
him ; if he thirſt, give him drink — ſo 


ſhall you obtain mercy at the great 
Judgment day, when the Chrift of God 
hall make himſelf known to us his 


ſinful brethren, and forgive us our 
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them that treſpaſs againſt us. For if 
ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, your hea. 
venly Father will alſo forgive you : but if 
ye forgive not men their treſpaſſes, neither 
will your Father forgive your treſpaſſes, ' 


5 \ \ 
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JACOB'S DETERMINATION. | 


Gzxrems, xlv. 28. 


: And Ifrael ſaid, 1 LS enough ; "Foſeph my 50 
is yet alive 5 4 will go Pac fee ham before 7 


ie. 


No ſooner has Joſeph revealed him- 
ſelf unto his brethren, than his con- 
cern for his aged parent appears up- 
permoſt in his mind. The forgiving 
brother, is alſo a dutiful ſon : Having 
declared to them I am Joſeph. — he 
immediately adds, doth my father yet | 
live. Secing how troubled they were — 
at his preſence, inſtead of upbraiding ; 
them with their paſt ill treatment, he 
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endeavours to quiet their apprehen- 


ſions; by the reflexion, that the whole 
of what had happened to him was o- 


verruled by God's Providence for 


their common benefit, that he was ſent 
into Egypt to preſerve life, that there 
were five years more of the famine 
yet to come, and that he was exalt- 


- ed to be lord of Egypt, on purpoſe to 
ſave their hves by a great deliver- 


ance. 


: He deſires that his father may ſpee- 
dily be made glad with the tidings of 


his life and honour Haſte you, ſays 


he, and go up unto my father acquaint 
him that his ſon Joſeph is lord of Egypt 

— tell him of all my glory here, and 
urge him to come down without de- 
lay. Thou ſhalt dwell, ſays he in his 
meſſage to his father, in the land of 
Goſhen, and thou ſhalt be near unto me, 
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thou and "thy children, and thy children's 


chilfiren, and thy flocks and thy b and 
al that thou hoſe. 


7 As to words of kindneſs are add- 


ed all the endearments of behaviour, 
which could aſſure them of his affec- _ 


tionate regard, and tender concern for 
their welfare He fell on his brother 
Benjamin's neck and wept, moreover he 
li ſed all his brethren and wept upon them: 


andaſter that, his brethren talked with him. 


Sw ET intercourſe, for thoſe whoſe 
hearts had been eſtranged from each 


bother, to be thus united in fraternal 


amity ! Look ye, malicious and re- 
vengeful, who cheriſh with obdurate ' 


| hatred the remembrance of a real or 
ſuppoſed affront, and are deaf to the 


overtures of peace and reconciliation 


Day if you can behold unmoved 


U 
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the tears of Joſeph, as he embraces his 


repentant brethren, and aſſures them 
with words of comfort and forgive. 


neſs. Say if you can refuſe to imi- 
tate an example ſo. worthy of all imi- 
tation Go then to your brethren 

who have offended you, or whom you 


have offended, and tell them you are 


willing:to forgive _—willing to take 
them once more to your boſom, and 
to obliterate every reſentiment of pa : 
unkindneſs. 


Tun report that Joſeph's brethren 
were come, reached the ears of Pha- 


_ raoh, and pleaſed him well. Though | 


it was a time of ſcarcity, and they 


were like to be a charge to him, 
| yet was he glad of the opportunity of 
expreſſing his gratitude to Joſeph, by 


ſhewing kindneſs to his family. He 


too deſires them to bring their father 
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into Egypt, promiſes them the good 
of the land, and furniſhes them with 
proviſions and carriages for the jour- 
ney: And, that they might not regret 


the leaving behind them ſuch of their 


houſe-hold goods as could not eaſily 


be tranſported ſo great a diſtance, he 


adds——alſo regard not your ſtuff, for the 
gout Hay all the land of Egypt is yours. 


37 Tubs are all things preparedfor the 


bringing down the whole family of 
Jacob into Egypt. Beſides furniſh- 


ing them with proviſion for the way, 
| Joſeph diſmiſſes his brethren laden 


with rich preſents both for themſelves 
and their father; to all of them he gave 


each man changes of ratment ; but to 


Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of 


| ſilver, and five changes of raiment. And 


laſt of all he cautions them, to ſee that 
they fall not out by the way. 
" SS 
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Is then a gleam of ſun-ſhine once 


more to gild the hoary head of aged 
Jacob? Shall joy ſparkle in that coun- 


tenance, ſo long inured to afflictions 
bitter cup, and the venerable old man 


at length cloſe in peace his weary eye- 
lids? Yes, for already are his ſons 


haſtening back with the welcome news, 


that he who ſpake ſo roughly unto 


them, the lord of the country, who de- 
tained Simeon, nd demanded Benja- 


min, is no other than Joſeph, their 


long loſt, and much lamented bro- 
ther. | 


Tur impatience of Jacob for their 


return, may more eaſily be conceived 


than deſcribed. It was with extreme 
reluctance that he conſented to the de- 


parture of Benjamin, with ſcarce a 


hope of ever ſeeing him again: And 
now perhaps he forebodes ſome mil- 
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e chief to have befallen him, or elſe they 
d vould have returned the ſecond time. 

8 WIànIIx he was thus muſing, his ſons | 
n arrive, and acquaint their father that 


Joſcphi is flill alive, and he is governor 
over all the land of Egypt. News fo un- 
 expetted, is more than he can bear ; 
more than he can believe to be true 
And Jacob's heart JO ROGER 
3 believed them not. 


Tur told him all the words of Jo- 
fehl, which he ſaid unto them, his great 
advancement in the court of Pharaoh, 

and his earneſt defire to provide for 
them in Egypt during the five remain- 
ing years of the famine. And when he 
faw the waggons which Foſeph had ſent to 
carry hum a ſplendid train approach- 
ing the Patriarch's homely tent the 
Hiri of . their * revived ; and. 
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Iſrael ſaid, it is enough, Joſe ph my Jon is 


yet alive, I wall go and jos hum di 
die. 8 


he has long mourned as dead, ſtill lives; 


and at the ſummit of worldly grandeur 
holds a ſecure retreat to his father 


and his brethren, from the miſery and 


want which a famine had occaſion- 
ed in their native country? Who but 
muſt admire the courage and reſolu- 


tion of an old man, which could de- 


termine on ſo long a journey, at ſo 


advanced a period of liſe? With him, 
age and infirmity are no obſtacles; no 


perſuaſion is neceſſary. To ſee Jo- 
ſeph, to behold his glory, to live un- 


der his protecting arm, are ſufficient 


motives to prevail with him to go 


WMuo can contemplate without emo- 
tion the tranſports of an aged parent 
at hearing that his favourite ſoh, whom 


rr 
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down into Egypt Ii is nigh, TI he . 

happineſs of ages ſeems crowded into 

a ſingle moment, to revive the ſpirit | 
of afflicted Jacob. Joſeph my fon is 


| jet alive A diſcovery which infuſes 


new joy to his heart, and ſtrength to 
his feeble frame I will go and fee 
him before I die. : 


Tunis Jacob, is a type of numan 


'waTURE: Of itfelf feeble and infirm, 


it derives ſtrength and conſolation 
from the tidings, that its Joſeph, its 


Saviour, lives: In the perſon of je- 
ſus Chriſt, we behold the ſon of Jacob, 


and at the ſame time, Jacob's Lord 
the ſon of man, and yet the ſon of 
God — born indeed in time, but ex- 


iſting before the mountains were brought 


forth, or ever the earth and the world were 


formed. He who became an infant 


>. 
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of Jays f in the manger at ichen 
is the Everlaſting Father of men and 
angels: That Man of ſorrows, is the 

Mighty God Yes, though rejected 
, by the Jews, betrayed by Judas, and 
_ crucified by Pilate He is exalted to 
| the right hand of power, and ſeated 
on the throne of Heaven__ He is 
governor —— not of Egypt only ; but 
there is given unto him the heathen 
| for his inheritance, and the utmoſt 
parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion. 
It was he that fed our fouls in the 
dearth; and though he ſpake roughly — 
appeared to treat us with ſeverity, it 
was no more than we had merited; 
and was intended to awaken reflec- 
tion, and bring us to repentance. For 
when thou makeſt inguiſition for blood, 
thou remembereſt them, and ſorgetteſt not 
the complaint of the poor! 
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Fnou remembereſt thy brethren, O 
* when thou ſeeſt them proſtrate : 


before thee _—thou loveſt them for 


the ſake of the nature they bear — as 


Men, they claim an intereſt with thee, 


who for our ſakes didſt not abhor the 


virgin's womb, nor ſhrink from the 


ſufferings of calvary thou feeleſt a 


kindred ſympathy for children of the 
ſame nature as thou; but thou doſt 


not reveal thyſelf unto them, ſo long 


as that which is neareſt and deareſt 
unto thee is kept back; thou re- 
quireſt the inmoſt affection of our 
heart, like Benjamin, to be given up, 
or we muſt never ſee thy face ne- 


ver behold thee, as thou art, a graci- 


ous and forgiving brother! 


Wr are ready enough to ſerve God 


vith external rites and obſervances, 
to ſend a little balm, and a little honey, 
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Phices and myrrh, nuts and almonds; ve 


would even take double money in our 


| Jacks, and be glad to purchaſe Heaven 
by works of ſuperarrogation;— but 


the ſurrender of the whole heart to 
God, is eſteemed a painful ſacrifice: 
Vet, this is the way the lord of the coun- 


try becomes reconciled, and makes 7 
himſelf known to us. Have we then 

_ taſted that the Lord is gracious, and 
defireth not the death of a ſinner, but 


rather that he may be converted and 


live; let go and place ourſelves un- 
der his protection and government, 


like the family of Jacob under the 
rule of Joſeph. Let the fleſh, that 


old man, that old nature which is of | 
the earth earthly, be brought into ſub-- 
zeUion to Him, who though with us he 
partook of the earthly nature, was at 
the ſame time the Lord from Heaven, 


and js now glorified with the glory 


e 


* 
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which he had with the F ache before 
the world was. Cod made Foſeph go- 
vernor | of Egypt — nothing of this his 


glory did he receive from his father 


Jacob; nor did Chriſt derive any 
thing from our nature, but the fellow - 
ſhip of our ſufferings ; his glory was all 


his own), the glory which God gave 
him, the glory of eſſential Deity. Tell 


my father f all my glory in Eg 


BY faid Joſeph unto his brethren. And 


let human nature receive with joy the 
tidings of a glorified Saviour: Fleſñn 
and heart muſt fail, but the doctrine 
of a God in Chriſt, enables us to ſay 
wich exulting tranſport, I nom that my. 
Redeemer liveth. More than the good f 
all the land of Eg ypt is ours Ours is 
the Heaven where Chriſt is He has 
nature, and is gone before us, to pre- 


pare a place for us, that where he is, 
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there we may be alſo. With ſuch an 
inheritance reſerved in Heaven for us, 


the tranſitory goods of this preſent 


world are to be regarded but as ſiuf; 
of no value or account, when: com- 
pared with the glory that ſhall-be re- 
Tus waggons which Joſeph ſent 
from Egypt to convey his father. thi- 
ther, may repreſent to us thoſe means 
of grace and ordinances of the church, 
which are ordained and inſtituted by 
Chriſt himſelf, to bring us near unto 
God. Theſe are ſo many proofs of 
his love and graciouſneſs, ſo many 
evidences of his care and concern 
for us; by theſe our ſpirit is revived; 
for Is any man afflicted; let him pray. 
Are our minds harraſſed with doubts 
and fears; let us inquire what ſaith 
the Scripture; and rely on the pro- 
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niſe of God. Let us go to the holy 


communion of our Saviour's body and 


blood, with a devout ſenſe of the great- 
neſs of the benefit we there commemo- 


rate, ſo ſhall we find refreſhment in 


theſe ordinances of divine appoint- 


ment. Theſe means of grace, if uſed 


with an eye to God, will lead to him, 
and his bleſſing will attend them. 


Thus let us walk in peace with bro- 


therly love and Chriſtian charity to- 
wards each other, looking unto Jeſus, 
the Author and Finiſher of our faith, 


the moſt perfect Pattern of obedience, 


the great Teacherof ri ighteouſneſs, the 


Giver of every gone gift. 
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JACOB AT BEER-SHEBA. |» 


Gz NES1S, Ae. 15 2, 3, 4. 


104 Nat took his Journey with all that he. 
had, and came to Beer-ſheba, and offered ſa- 
erifices unto the God of his father Iſaac. 

And God ſpake unto Iſrael in the vifions of 
the night, and faid, Jacob, Facob and he 

| faid, Here am J. And he ſaid, I am God, 

tie God of thy father: Fear not to go down 
into Egypt, for I will there make of thee a 
great nation. I will go down with thee in- 
to Egypt: and I will alſo ſurely bring thee 


up again: and Feſeph ſhall put his hand 
upon thine eyes. 


15 our laſt we witneſſed the deter- 
mination of Jacob to go and ſee his 
ſon before his death: And here the 
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* man is ſetting but um his 5 journey, 
and travelling towards Egypt. It was 


indeed late in life for ſo great an un- 


dertaking. The length of the way, the 
infirmities of age, the difficulty of re. 
moving from home with ſo large a fa. 
mily to a diſtant country, might ſuf. 
ficienty have juſtified his continuance 
in Canaan; but theſe are no obſtacles 
to the affeQionate parent— It is e. 


nough ; Foſeph my ſon, is yet alive, I wil 
80 od = him 5 858 7 die. 


| In his way he came to Beer-dheba. 
This was a place peculiarly dear to 
him: It Was the reſidence of his illuſ- 
trious anceſtors. Here Abraham had 
- dwelt, and worſhipped: Here Iſaac 
had lived, and offered ſacrifice : At an 
altar which himſelf had built, did the 
father of the venerable Patriarch be- 
fore us, here call upon the name of 


8 
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the Lord. The name of the place, 
| Beer-ſheba, ſignifies, „an oath,” with 
teference to the oath which God fware 


unto Abraham, whereby he made a 


covenant with him, and his ſeed for 
| ever.” Here it was, at the very altar 


where his father had ſacrificed before 
him, that Jacob came, and offered ſa- 
cfifices ta the God of his father Tſaac. 


How expreſſive is the appellation, the 


Cod of his father Iſaac! It was a ti- 
lle vhich the Deity himſelf was pleaſed 


to accept. The author of the epiftle 


to the Hebrews, ſpeaking of the Pa- 


_ 4riarchs, tells us, that God is not aſhamed 
is be called their God And how often 
do we find him ſtyling himſelf the Gg 
of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. The 
God whom Abraham and Iſaac wor- 
ſhipped, is Jacob's God alfo. Inſtruct. 
ed from his early youth in the know- 
kdge of the God of his fathers, we ſee 
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Jacob, now that he is old and grey, 
headed, obſerving the pious cuſtom of 
his anceſtors, kneeling at the ſame 
conſecrated ſpot, where his fathers had 
often knelt, andaddreffing his prayers 
to.the ſame all-gracious Being whoſe 
mercies they had often there acknow- 
ledged. This was the covenant God 
of his family, who had ſworn by him. 
ſelf to bleſs them the God who had 
aualled Abraham from his country, his 
kindred, and his father's houſe, to make 
of him a great nation ho had given 
him a ſon in his old age, the heir ofthe 
promiſes made to him and his ſeed 
who had delivered that ſon, when his 
father was tempted to ſlay him for a 
| burnt offering on the mount of the 
Lord who had directed the ſervant 
_ of Abraham to meet with Rebecca, 
when ſent by his maſter to take a 
wife far his ſon Iſaac ho had 


of 


me 
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dileferrea the bleſſing of primogeni- 
ture from a profane Eſau to the head 
of him who now ſtands worſhipping 
the God who protected him when 


| he fled from the violence of his bro- 


ther Eſau ho enabled him to ſup- 
port the hard ſervitude of his kinſman 
Laban— who had made him father 


olf a numerous fainily and was now 


about to bleſs the eyes of their aged 


parent with the ſight of them all, and 
his long loſt Joſeph among the reſt, 
alembled once more around him. 


den was He whom Jacob wor- 
b at Beer. heba. 


5 


1 H offered ſacrifices unto the God * 
his father Iſaac; for religious worſhip 
in thoſe days appears to have princi- 


pally conſiſted in ſacrifices. By of- 
* unto God the fruit of the in- 
Y 2 
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creaſe of their catile, and- of their 
grour hey intended, to acknowledge 
his univerſal dominian over them, to 
implore the pardon of their ſins, and 
to entreat the continuance of the di. 
vine mercy and favour for themſelves 
and their families. This was the prac: 
tice of the earlieſt times; Cain who 
was an huſbandman, brought of the 
fruit of the ground; and Abel who 
was a keeper of ſheep, brought of the 
_ firfilings of his flock, an offering unto 
the Lord; each brought the produce 
of his ſubſtance; the ſhepherd of his 
flock, and the huſbandman of his field. 
The reaſon why- the offering of Abel 
vas accepted, and not that of Cain, does 

not appear to have been on account 
of any preference ſhewn to the qua - 
lite) af his ſacrifice, but rather to the 
purer character of the worſhipper. 
God ſaid to Cain, * thou dogft — 


eir 
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Fr not 1 accepted ? and if thou doeſt not 
well fon Tieth at the door: which ſeems 
to imply, that the fruits of the ground 


which Cain brought, would have been 
equally pleaſing to God, with the flain 


| beaſts of Abel; had not Sin, the fins of 


the offerer, Rood in the way, and hin- 


dered their acceptance. Jacob being 


a ſhepherd, the ſacrifices he here of- 


fered to the God of his fathers, were 
probably taken from his flock. In 


the act of ſacrifice, the life of the 


| beaſt was offered unto God; it was 


lain upon the altar, then conſumed 


by fire, and borne upwards with the aſ- 
cending flame: An emblem of true ſpi- 


ritual worſhip, when the ſacrifices of 


the heart, the life of our affections, are 
oſſered up to God, and aſcend in the 
holy fervours of devotion towards the 


throne of the moſt High. 
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Ir was thus that Jacob worſhipped 
* ich his father Iſaac had 


4.4 


- He was going to entruſt himſelf and 
all that he had to a ftrange country. 
As a man ſtricken in years, and expe- 
rienced in the viciſſitudes of human 
life, he could not be without his fears 
and apprehenſions; he might never ar- 
rive in Egypt: or ſhould he ſurmount 
the perils and fatigues of ſo long a 
journey, he might find Joſeph (ſo mu- 
table is the favour of princes) removed 
from his high office, and no longer able 
to afford him the promiſed protection. 
In this perplexity, whom ſhould he 
have recourſe to, but the God of his 
fathers, the God who * weer er 
| bin err unto this u 
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His prayers were heard, and an- 
ſyered. God ſpake unto Iſrael inthe vi. 
fins of the night and ſuid. Jacob, Faced 
— While his earthly ſenſes were lock- - 
ed in ſleep, did God open the ears of 


bis ſervant, and reveal to him the 


knowledge of his will. And ke faid, 7 
am God, the God of thy father; fear not _ 
10 go down into Egypt, for I wil there 2 


nale of thee a great nation. I will go 


down. with thee into Eg Salt, and 1 will 
furely bring thee up again; and Joſeph 
ha put. 11 hand * thine be: 

| . _ every — ma to 
a the weak faith of aged Jacob. 


It is Cod. the Supreme Diſpoſer of 


all things in heaven and earth. It is 
the God of his father the known and 


tried friend of his family, who had en- 
tered into covenant with them, that 
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| bids him not fear. His deſcent into 
Egypt, the ene of his alarm, ſhall 
be productive of good to him; God I 
will make of him a great nation there 
the divine preſence will accompany | 
him in the journey. Nor this only, il 
but will alſo ſurely bring him up again 
— bring him moſt certainly into the 
| Inheritance ofhis fathers. A promiſe 
= which was not fulfilled to him, till af. 
= ter he was dead; when his body was 
. tranſported back to the land of Ca- 
naan, and his ſoul to that better coun- 
try which remaineth for the people of 
God: And in chat awful ſeaſon; of 
all others to human apprehenſion the 
moſt dreadful, which divides the dear- 
eſt earthly ties; it is promiſed, that Jo- 
feph ſhalt perform the laſt office of 
tenderneſs to his dying parent 7o- 
Jefh ſhall put his hand upon . * : 
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Down into the mysT1c EGVYrr, the 
land of darkneſs, and the ſhadow of 
death muſt we go, whither our Savi- 

our Chriſt is gone before us; but even 
then will we fear no evil, for God will 
be with us there, and will ſurely bring 

us up again, and raiſe us to a joyful. 
reſurreQtion ; for he is our covenant - 

God — the God whom our fathers 
have known. They hoped in him, they 
truſted in him, and were not confounded. 

Him the Patriarchs worſhipped; Pro- 
phets foretold his glory, and Apoſtles 

preached his Goſpel, and ſealed their 
teſtimony with their blood. He was the 
ſeed of the woman that ſhould bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head the ſtar that 
ſhould come out of Jacob. the de- 
ſire of all nations. the hope of Iſrael, 


and the expedtation of all the ends of 
the earth. The Lord is my ſhepherd, 
8 2 h 
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ſays the Plalmiſt, therefore can 1 lac 
nothing yea though I walk through the 


valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear 
no evil. for thou art with me, thy rod 
and thy ſtaſf comfort me. In alluſion to 
the circumſtances of the Patriarch 
Jacob, the Lord thus comforts his 
people by the mouth. of his prophet 


Iſaiah— But thou Ifrael art my ſervant, 


Jacob whom I have choſen, the ſeed of 


Abraham my friend. Thouwhom I have 
talen from the ends of the earth, and cal- 


led thee from the chief men thereof, and 


aid unto thee, Thou art my ſervant ; 1 | 
_ have choſen thee, and not caſt thee away. 


Fear thou not ; for I am with thee : Be 


not diſmayed; for I am God: I will 


ſtrengthen thee; yea I will help thee ; 


yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 


of my righteouſneſs __and again. Fear 


not thou worm, Jacob, and ye men of 
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. * will help thee, faith the. Lord; 
and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Tjrad | 


and in another place — Hearken | 
unto: me, O houſe of Jacob, and all the 


remnant of the houſe of Tjrael, which are 


born of me from the belly, which are car- 


de from the wok; Lad even to pn 


old age I am he : and even to hoary hairs 
will I carry you: I have made, and I will 
bear ; even I will carry, and will deliver 
y0u. Are we then like aged Jacob full 


of doubts and fears, let us comfort 
ourſelves with the remembrance of 
theſe promiſes, not made to us in the 


viſions of the night, like unto them that 


dream, but in the clear ſun-ſhine of 
the word of God. We have the more 
ſure word of prophecy. The prophecies 
which are already accompliſhed, en- 


courage us to expett the fulfilment of 


thoſe which remain. The Chriſt, of 


2 2 
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Egypt, and deſcend into the dark and 
dreary grave. Frail nature, like in. 
firm and aged Jacob, may tremble at 
the journey; but where nature is 
weak, grace is ſtrong; and the power 


of God is then moſt preſent with us, 


when moſt we ſtand in need of ſuc- 
cour and ſupport. With what cou- 
rage and fortitude, with what calm 


reſignation and holy ſubmiſſion, do 


ſome perſons meet the near approaches 


of death, who, at a diſtance, have re- 
garded it with terror and diſmay! How 
admirable the power of faith, which 


encounters this king of terrors with a 


ſteady eye_—whichlooketh unto Jeſus, 


whom God ſpake i in times ey unto 
our fathers by the prophets, hath ap. 
| peared in the fleſh. On his merits 
ve build our hope. He will be pre. 
ſent with us, when we go down into 
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; the conqueror of death and the grave, 
triumphant over this laſt enemy of 
man, and receives from him, an aſſur- 
ance of the like vitory and ſucceſs! 
Who would not wiſn for ſuch a friend, 
when fleſh and heart ſhall fail? 
Make him then your friend, while yet 
you may, while yet the day of your 
ſalvation laſts, before your feet ſtum- 
ble on the dark mountains, or the 
night of death ſurpriſe you in the 
midſt of your ſins. In all your deal- 
ings, in all your outward conduct and 
demeanor, in all the inward diſcipline _ 
of your thoughts and affections.— fo 
atandcomport yourſelf, as you would 
with to have done, were you now ſum- 
moned to give an account of your 
works. Think what fin is how mo- 
| mentary, how tranſient its pleaſures 


| — how eternal that miſery and woe 


* 644 - SERMON IX. 


whichi is ihe portion of thei impenitent, 


Think, how the ſinful inclination 
leads to the attion——the acts of fin 
to the habit and the habit of fin- 
ning, once confirmed, becomes a ſe- 
cond nature. Think that you read of 


ſome given over to a reprobate mind. 


that there are ſome perſons who ſeem 
to be paſt feeling, with whom the moſt 


alarming conſiderations have no effect 


ho have noheart to repent—orif 
they do rouſe themſelves a little, their 
efforts are weak and ineffectual, and 
they ſoon relapſe into their former 


evil courſes. The way of the ſinner 
is a ſlippery deſcent, which becomes 
ſteeper the farther he proceeds. There 
are thoſe, of whoſe reformation we 


have ſcarceany hope: Yet theſe began 
by ſmall and ſcarce perceptible devia- 
tions from the right way: Once per- 


ff T goo og wif.cic. 


— 
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haps they were decent in their man- 
ners, and orderly in their conduct, as 
any of us; but a relaxation of princi- 
ple, and the neglett of their religious 
duties, have brought them to this paſs. 


May God enlighten their een that 
"ye * not in death. 5 


"EO it is our life in this: 


world is but a journey. From the cra- 


dle to the grave, we have ſeveral. 


ſtages to paſs through, but the ſalva- 


tion of our ſouls, is the end of all 
the divine leadings, the object which 


God's Providence has ever in view, in 


all his moſt righteous diſpenſations. 


Though with the Patriarchs we come 


not to worſhip at Beer-ſheba; ſtill let 


us acknovledge the God of Abraham, 


Iſaac; and Jacob, to be our covenant 
Cod. And though we ſacrifice not 
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"| from our flocks or herds; 10 us offir 
unto God the more acceptable ſacri. 


fices of 0 heart; the ſacrifices of 
obedience, of faith, of charity: Then 


ſhall we receive an anſwer of peace, 


8 though not in the viſions of the night, 


yet in the more certain word of God, 
the ſcriptures of truth, where Gol 


ſpeaks as expreſsly to us, as to the 


Patriarch of old __where he bids us 
not fear here he aſſures us of his 


_ preſence and protection here he 


. declares Himſelf the Reſurrettion and 
the Life, and that whoſoever believ- 
eth in him ſhall never die. This was 


he that comforted feeble Jacob, that 
encouraged him to go down into E- 
gypt, that promiſed to go down with 


him there, that he would alſo ſurely 


bring him up again, and that Joſeph, 
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115 favourite ſon, ſhould put his gd 


. his eyes. 


This God is our God for ever and ever, 
che will be our guide, even unto death. 
Amen. 


Ae. 
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SERMON x. 


JACOB IN EGYPT. 


ones, xlvi. 5, 6, 7. | 


And Jacob oe up from Beer-fheba : And ie. 


ſons of Ifrael carried Jacob their father, 


and their little ones, in the waggons which 
Pharaoh had ſent to carry them. And they 
too their cattle, and their goods which they 


| had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came 
into Egypt, Jacob with all his ſeed with him. 
Hep ſons. and his ſons ſons with him, his 
daughters and has ſons daughters, and all 
eis feed 3 he with ham into Egypt. 


Tant is a richneſs ks fertility in 
the ſtyle of the Sacred Book, which 
under a vail of the plaineſt diQtion, 
contains the moſt ſublime and hea- 
venly truths. Herein facred hiſtory 


differs from all other hiſtory : Pro- 
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. phane hiſtory as it is called, treats only 
of perſons and things relating to this. 


world; but ſacred hiſtory, beſides its 


literal meaning, has alſo an hidden 


ſenſe, which points to Chriſt, and de- ; 


{cribes the character and work of the 


great Redeemer of men. In proof of 


this, we need only refer you to the 


words of Chriſt himſelf, where he ex. 
horts the Jews to fearch.the Scriptures, 
for, ſays he, they are they which teſtify of 


me — meaning thereby the Scripture 
of the Old Teſtament, which do but 
very obſcurely teſtify of Chriſt, to 
them who look no further than the 
bare letter, eſpecially the Books of 


| | Moſes, though Chriſt ſays concerning 
them, that Moſes wrote of him. and that 


Tf the Fews had believed Moſes, they would 


have believed him —— But, ſays he, if ye 
| believe not. his writings, how * 0 be- 
Aueue My words, 
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Tür- reaſon why the Jews ſee no- 
ming of Chriſt in their own Scriptures. 
is becauſe their eyes are blinded W. 
carnal prejudice. There is a vail: of 
unbelief upon their hearts which hin- 
ders them from beholding any fſpiri- 
tual truth; this vail can only be re- 
moved by the converſion of that peo— 
ple unto Chriſt; They will then be 
aſtoniſhed to find that the Meſſiah has 
been ſo long time with them, and that 
they have not known him; they. wilt 
ſee that their favourite heroes and. 
worthies did all foreſhewa greater de- 
liverer; and that Joſeph, the ſaviour 
of his brethren, is but the type of Je- 
ſus the Saviour-of mankind. 


Ir js remarkable that the ſame per- 
ſon in this hiſtory, is ſometimes called 
Jacob, and ſometimes Iſrael, and that 
160 in the ſame ſentence, as in the 
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5 ; 10 Rs. > ſons of Tfrael carried 30 
their father. Both theſe names were 


given him from his ſtrivings; the 
one at his birth, when he ſtrove to be 


1. the firſt-born, the other after his ſtrug. 


gle with the angel. Jacob, his firſt 
name ſignifies a ſupplanter; Iſrael, a 
prince with God Is he not rightly 
named Jacob, ſaid his brother Eſau, for 
he hath ſupplanted me two times. But this 
Jacob afterwards becomes an Ifrael; 

and then he is told __Thy name /hallbe 
called no more Jacob, but Ißrael, for as d 


prince haſt; thou power with God, and with 


men, and n 


Taz holy Patriarch with his Famit 


proceed onward in their journey to- 


_  . wards Egypt. A goodly company — 
His ſons, and his ſons ſons with him, his 
= daughters, and his ſons daughters, and all 
hus feed brought he with him into Egypt 
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* 


in all three ſcore a; Gon ſouls. 
Contemplating theſe illuſtrious per- 
ſonages travelling wich their floeks and 
herds through the wilderneſs, may we 
not take up the parable of Balaam the 
ſon of Peor, which he uttered when 

he ſaw the deſcendants of theſe ſons of 
Iſrael returning back to the land of 
their forefathers, and overſpreading 


the fertile plains of Syria with their 


lightly numbers, and ſay with the il- 
luminated prophet_— How goodly are 


thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O 


Iſrael, as the vallies are they ſpread forth, 


as gardens by the river fide, as the trees 
Align aloes which the Lord hath planted, 


and as cedar trees befide the waters. An 


aged parent 1s going to bleſs his eyes 


vith the fight of a long loſt ſon... His 


ſons are going to be fed and nouriſh- 
ed by a brother whom they had baſely 


fold and rejected. Their wives and 


f 184 5 -SBRMON Xx. 


little ones are going to "behold the 
glory of Joſeph, the lord of the coun. 


try, but their kinſman after the fleſh. 


The Cod who in after times brought 
them out of Egypt, is He who now. 
brings them in. The vine that he 
brought out of Egypt, he firſt planted 
there; to be again tranſplanted back 


to the inheritance promiſed to their 


fathers Thou, O God, ſhalt bring 


: them in and plant them in the mountain of 
. thine inheritance ; in the place, O Lord, 


| Bl thou haſt made for thee to dwell in, 
tie janttuary which thy hands have efia- 


"bliſhed Ihe Lord is among them, as in 


the holy place of Sinai, for he ſaid, Iwill 


. go down with thee mio Egypt. 


Jupan is ſent before them to ac- 


-- quaint Joſeph of their approach, and 


to direct his ſteps to the land of Go- 
2 the place fixed upon for their 


7 ee 


Here Joſeph 1 himſelf u un- 
4 his father; and hie fel] upon luis neck, 
and wept a good while: And Iſrael ſaid 


unto Joſeph, Now let me die, ſince I have 


The interview between Jacob and 
Joſeph may be conceived, but cannot 


be deſcribed. To have ſurmounted 
the length of the way, to have eſcaped 


the dangers of the journey, and to find 


himſelf ſafe in the arms of his favourite 
ſon, is more than the old man can bear; 
the meaſure of his earthly happineſs is 


complete; he has nothing further to. 


viſh or defire in this life Mot let me 
die, fince I have OS pn 0: 


art yet alive. 
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18 there then to the hoary Parts 
nothing more worth livi ing for? And 


is he content to reſign this mortal life, 


the very moment he begins to enjoy 


it? It is even ſo.— For he has ſeen 
the accompliſhment of God's s promiſes | 
He has ſeen, though many obſta-" 

| eles intervene; though the bleſſing be 
long delayed, God will at length ef. 

fe@ his purpoſe . He is convinced, 
that the counſels of the Almighty can- 


not be fruſtrated, and that he will ne- 
ver- forſake his choſen ſervants. In 
this faith, he deſires to die. Having 


taſted an earneſt of his inheritance, he 
longs for the full poſſeſſion of the pro- 


miſed reſt. The arms of Joſeph may 
yeild him a momentary ſupport, but 


the boſom of God, the encirelings of 


the everlaſting Love, i is his inal wy" 
pineſs and hope. Wie 
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Can ve contemplate this ſcene, and 


© Iſrael; as it was revealed 1 
by the Holy Ghoſt, that he ſhould not fee 
death, till he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt. 
The conſolation of I ſrael after the fleſh, 


unto. hum 


was. Joſeph; but the conſolation. of 
the true Iſrael of God, is Jeſus. When 
the venerable man ſaw the child Jeſus 


up in his arms and bleſſed God, and ſaid, 


| Lord now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
peace, mm mine e . n 11 _ 


'I tion. 


We do not indeed ſee him with the 
bodily eye, or embrace him with the 
arm of fleſh, but by faith we behold 


Bb2 
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t think of aged Simeon, a juſt man 
ut, who waited for the conſolatiun 


7 a of our infirm and 
{ſuffering humanity. is Iæsus CHRIST. 


* ſalvation, and rely on his all- ſuffi. 
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ofthe world loſe their luſtre when pol. 
feſt; and even deſire itſelf faileth; the 
chilly hand of age benumbs our ca. 


pacities of earthly enjoyment; but the 


conſolation of Iſrael, the knowledge 


of the excellency of Chriſt Jeſus, is a 


bright ſun-ſhine that gildsthe winterof 
human life, and through the dark miſts 


 exerwal glory. 


1 


Why mould we wiſh to wes hut the 


ve may ſee the ſalvation of Chriſt 


not that we may enjoy the world, for 


of ſelf it is not worth enjoying, but 


that we may be fit to die. How pa- 
thetically does the Pſalmiſt urge his 
ſuit on this head. Hear my prayer, 0 
_ and 11 thine ears eee —* cab 


eieney. Has the world any thing com- 
parable to him! The deſirable things 


of mortality deen with th luſtre of 


i 
* 
8 1 —— £4 _ "4 
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Wearied and worn out with age and 
infirmities, we ſtill love the feeble re- 
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1 am a e with thee, and a ſoj 0journ- 
er, as all my fathers were; O ſpare me a 
little, that 1 may Yecover my ſtrength, be- 


fore J go. hence, and am no more ſeen. 


We may deſire to live a little longer, 


that we may ſerve God better, that we 
may get ſtrength to amend our lives, 


to correct our faults, and to do ſome 
little —— thoſe with whom we 


live. The love of life is a divine in- 
Lind implanted in man; it is coeval 


with our birth, nor quits us till we die. 


mains, which become the more pre- 
cious, in proportion as their tenure 


grows the more uncertain. Beſides, 
who can tell what ends Providence 
may have yet to anſwer by his longer 
continuance upon earth ? Or what fu- 
ture bleſſings he may yet be deſtined 
toreceive, or be the happy inſtrument 
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of communicating to others. Though 
ttzhe lamp of life burn dim, ſtill may it 
give light for a ſeaſon, and ediſy the 5 
ſurrounding friends and relatives, by 
an example of faith, and patience, and 
"reſignation to the will of God. Jacob 
Vas content to die when he had ſeen 
Joſepb, but it pleaſed God to prolong 
his life; he muſt appear before Pha- 
- raoh — the aged ſervant of the living it 
God before the king of Egypt. he g 
muſt pronounce the patriarchal blef- 
fing on the two ſons of Joſeph.— to 
his own ſons he muſt declare that which 
mall befall them in the laſt days 
then may he depart in peace but 
3 till then, he muſt remain a priſoner in 
1 the fleſh, and wait all the days of his 
1 appointed time, till his change come. 


. „ K K „ 2 


N.o v let me die, ſaid Jacob. We mult 


t] 
not depart hence without God's per- 1 
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F "Ep With the Apoſtle Paul, we 


may defire 0 depart, and to be withChriſt, 


but we muſt be contented to remain in 


the fleſh, ſo long as ſhall pleaſe God. 
Impatience would ſometimes prompt 
us to ruſh out of the body, uncalled, 
before our time, to eſcape from evils 


under which we groan. The wound- 


ed ſpirit, ſinking under the weight of 


its own infirmities, or diſtradted by 


imaginary terrors, is often prompted 


by the enemy of our peace, to unna- 


tural raſhneſs and deſperation: Butlet 


it be conſidered, that to do violence 


to ourſelves, is to break in upon the 
order of Heaven; that he onl who 


wounds, can heal, in his own good time, 
when, and how he ſees fit; that ſo long 
as we are in the body, the diſorders of 
the mind may expect their cure; but 
that the diſeaſe becomes more deſpe- 
rate and hopeleſs, when the naked ſpi- 
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horrors of guilt upon her head. Be- 
ſides, go where we will, we cannot fly 


from God or ourſelves. When the 
_ chaſtening hand of the Almighty is 
upon us, the counſel of the Prophet is, 


— Hear ye the rod, and who hath appoint- 
ed it. Reſiſtance to the will of God 
does but aggravate and increaſe our 


ſiufferings. Never was man more tried 


and afflicted than Job: And what a leſ- 
{fon of patience does his example hold 
forth! is latter end was more bleſſed 
than his beginning ! How Jacob mourn- 
ed for the loſs of Joſeph, and here at 


1 length we ſee the mourner comforted! 


When our proſperity is interrupted, 
we are too apt to imagine it is gone 
never to return; but this is a want of 


faith. We know that ſundhine fuc- 


ceeds after a ſtorm; the gloomy inter- 


er ſees herſelf prematurely ftript of 
this corporeal covering, with all the 
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val of night, is followed by a brighter 


day; and the inclement winter's {ky | 


muſt diſappear, and give place to the 


more genial warmth of the ſummer 


ſeaſon. Why may not the ſame pro- 
cedure be equally neceſſary in the diſ- 


penſations of grace, as in the order of 


nature? We know that if there were 
no ſeed- time, there would be no har- 
veſt; the earth would be parched up 
vith unremitting ſun- ſhine. So it is 
that ſeaſons of affliction, which are the 
ſeed time of the human mind, for then 
the precious ſeeds of wiſdom are fown, 
do but prepare us for an harveſt of 


everlaſting happineſs. He that now 
goeth on his way weeping, bearing preci- 


ous feed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with 


19, and bring his ſheaves with him. Our 


light aſflictions, which are but for a mo- 
ment, work out for us a far more exceeding 
* eternal werght of glory. The redeem- 
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dete Lord ſhall return, and come with 


_—_— unto Sion: they ſhall obtain joy 
TORI ER an Fenn fa 


has or 


In the derben of Juckb/we ve ſeen 
| Faith and piety tried and exercifed; 
in the perſon of Joſeph, we have ſeen 
innocence and virtue ſlandered, op- 
preſſed, and perſecuted; we have ſeen 
guilt brought to contrition in the per- 
ſons of the brethren; and now ve ſee 
faith and piety rewarded, innocence 
and virtue triumphantly exalted, and 
guilt pardoned. Jacob and Joſeph are 
locked in each others arms, while the 
brethren ſtand around fpeQtators of 
the ſcene: What leſſon this to them 
and their families, that God never 
forſakes thoſe who put their truſt in 
bim. Here let parents come and 
learn affe ction for their. offspring 
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wars: let children learn duty to their 
parents here let us all learn to love 
as brethren.— as the children of one 
common parent, let us ſeek to be re- 
conciled to thoſe with whom we are 

at variance, and learn to exchange 
mutual forgiveneſs. In the love of 
jacob for Joſeph, we ſee che image of 
. ' God's everlaſting love; for parental 


) affection in man, is but the faint tran- 
. 8 ſcript of his fatherly care. Inſtead of 
3 abating, it increaſes with age; long 
abſence and ſeparation produce no 


| change; Joſeph is ſtill as dear to his 
father as ever. If ſuch be love in its 
image, ſeen as through a glaſs darkly, 

what muſt be love in its eſſence, as it 

exiſts in the Divine Being himſelf! 
From the love of parents towards their 
children we learn what the love of God 

is. It is the ſame in nature, but in- 
finitely more perfeR in degree. Tow» 
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| like as a father pitieth his own children, 
even ſo is the Lord merciful to them that 
fear him. Who then ſhall ſeparate us from 
 thedove of God It is eternal and un- 
changeable like himſelf. All his works 
began in love, are carried on in love, 
and ſhall at laſt end in love. For of 
kim, and through him, and to him are all 
_ things, to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


\ "- 2 9 
; # 9 3 y # t N p 4 * x 1 
4% 5 2 2 4 * * 4 # : g 14 F 7 - p 2 ” 1 1 wo _— a 2 K. 1 7 k 
: 1 R M 0 4 . 25 _ L y — 
- N wa , "Ws S 8 + 3 7 5 
x 1 « 5 7 
* * 3 * - 5 * 7 I ® 0 1 
{7 JACOB BEFORE PHARAOH. 
? ; ; - d E 
; * < . g x NOS. 4 „ 
a —— 4 
n _— 7. 


z 4nd Ja brought i in 108 his father, an fot 


raoh. And Fhi Taok ſaid unto Jacob, How 


7 raok, and went out from Pore, Pharagh, | 
Aw ſcene preſents itſelf ; the | 
ſhepherds of Judea at the court of | 
' Pharaoh they who had been accuſ- [4 
tomed to dwell in tents, and to attend | 
the care of their flocks on the plains | 


Gens, alvii. 15 8, 9, 10. 5g 


8 


him before Pharaoh: And Jacob bleſſed Pha. 


old art thou ? And Jacob ſaid unto Pha- . 


rah, The days of the years of my pugrimage | | 
are an hundred and thirty years; few and | 1 
evil have the days of the years of my life been, - AY 
and have not attained unto the days of the © FN 


' years of the life of my fathers in the days of 
their pilgrimage. And Jacob bleſſed Pla- FS 
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of their native country, now w_ lodged 
in the palace of the king of Egypt. 
Driven from the land of Canaan by a 
grievous famine, they are come to 
place themſelves under the foſtering 
arm of Joſeph. Pharaoh being in- 
formed of their arrival, aſſigns them 
the land of Goſhen for the place of 
their reſidence, where they might pur- 
ſue their favourite employment, un- 
| moleſted by the prejudices of his 


Egyptian ſubjetts, for every ſhepherd is 
an abomination to the Egyptians. 


Ix muſt appear rather ſingular, that 
the Egyptians ſhould hold in ſuch ab- 
horrence the office of a ſhepherd, 
when we conſider how highly that em- 
ployment was generally eſteemed by 
the people of antiquity. The firſt in- 
habitants of the earth were ſhepherds; 
even kings have been proud, among 


* 
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their other titles, to be accounted, the 
ſhepherds of their people: Nor was it 
uncommon, in the days of primitive 
fimplicity, for the ſhepherd to be called 
from his fold, to undertake the weigh- 
tier care of government. Thus we 
read of David, that God took him from © 
the ſheep-folds, as he was following the ewes 
great with young, that he might feed a- 
cob kts people, and Tfrael his imheritance. © 
The care of the Deity over his people 
is compared to that of a ſhepherd for 
his flack: One of the Pfalms opens 
thus; Give ear, O thou ſhepherd of Ifract, 
thou that leadeſt Foſeph like a flock: And 
our bleſſed Saviour repreſents himfelt 
under the ſimilitude of a good ſhepherd, 
come to ſeek and to ſave his ſheep that were | 


"iy Bur the Egyptians were a people, 
eminent above all others, for worldly 


* 
8 
"0 
I 


> Ft 
OO UW <9 NG A es — 


— 


r 
I, . 
5 , 
7 4 
* a 
* 
2 
2 
* 
8 5 
-4 : 
* 
By + 4 : 
» # n 
F þ 
3 4 
+ - 
& i 
w 
b. 5 
- 
Ki h 
* Y 
1 , 8 
* 
* P mY 
” % 
A = 
* — 
4 , 
4 * 
; 5 
* - 
7 LY 
. . 2 
Fi a > 
* 
ks : 
| , 
i 1 
x - > 
5 
: . 
3 
* 
: % 
4 
: * 
+ Z 85 
— 
8 
R 
| * 
: = 
| 8 s - 


D * K 


T0. SERMON. XI. 


viſdom and ſcience; it was therefore 
the pride of their ſuperiority in the 
more ſpendid arts, that taught them to 
deſpiſe the pure 5 OG of che __ | 
toral miles: nn 


ant. 0 your imagination 
MEMO before Pharaoh. The vener- 
able deſcendant of An the head 
oſ the choſen ſamily of God, is receiv- 
ed by the Egyptian king, with the re- 
ſpect due to ſo illuſtrious a character. 
Royalty ſtands abaſhed before age; 
and he who wears an carthly crown, 
bows to the ſuperior luſtre of the hoary 
Lead, which is a crown of glory when it 
is found in the way of righteouſneſs. The 
Patriarch accoſts him with a bleſſing 
in the name of his God whomhe ſerved 
— Facob bleſſed Pharoah __ He who 
rules over the extenſive provinces of 
Egypt, receives a bleſſing from the 
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ids of a poor ſhepherd: For this 1 
poor ſhepherd i is a ſervant of the moſt 
high God, the head of a choſen race 


| higher than the kings of the earth: 


And Pharaoh no doubt received the 
bleſſing of this aged prieſt, as he 
would have received it from God 


himſelf. 


& as not told in what words the 
hleſſing was conveyed _— probably in 
ſome ſuch form as that afterwards ap- 
pointed in the Jewiſh Church by God 
himſelf, which ran thus __ The Lord 
leſs thee and keep thee ; the Lord make 


his face to ſhine uponthee, and be gracious 
unto thee ; the Lord lift up his countenance 


upon thee, and give thee peace. 


Wirz theſe, or ſome ch words 
did Jacob bleſs Pharaoh. 
D d | 
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Ax p Pharaoh ſaid unto Jacob, Hou 


ol art thou ? The anſwer of the Pa. 
triarch to this queſtion i is well: worthy 
our attention And Jacob ſaid unto 
Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pil. 
3 are an hundred and thirty years 

| =—fewandevil have the days of the yearsof 
my life been, and have not attained unto the 
days of the years of my fathers, in the days 
of their pilgrimage. How ſhort does 
the longeſt life appear when it is draw- 
ing to an end; Jacob had lived an 
hundred and thirty years, and he calls 
theſe but few! To us who look for- 
vard upon ſuch a ſpace of time, it may 
appear long ; but to him who looked 
back upon it, it was ſhort: To us who 
ſee the ſtrength of man decline at fifty 


or three ſcore years, it muſt ſeem 
_ firange, that Jacob at more than dou- 
ble that period, ſhould complain that 

his days had been few but many as 


a & 
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wr appear to us, they fell ſhort of 
the days of the years of his fathers, of 


whom Iſaac lived an hundred and four 
ſcore, and Abraham an hundred and 

ſeventy-five years; and thefe too were 
few compared to the years of thoſe 


vVho lived before the flood, ere yet the 


days of man were ſhortened, and con- 


| trafted to the narrow limits of three 


ſcore and ten, or four ſcore years. 
But, ſuppoſe man's life at its longeſt 


period, yet if it muſt come to an end, 


it will even then appear but as a ſpan 
long, as nothing in reſpect of God, 
as altogether vanity. It matters not 


whether our life be long, or ſhort, if 
it be but well ſpent Lord let me know 


my end, ſays the Pſalmiſt; ſo it becomes 
us to confider what the end is we have 
in view, to act for eternity, and to en- 


deavour, as we advance in life, to ap- 
proach nearer- unto God. Jacob calls 
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5 his life a pilgrimage; for as the pilgrim 


travels in purſuit of reſt, ſo this aged 


Patriarch looked forward to that ſa- 
| cred ſabbath of promifed reſt, which 


remaineth for God's people, after the 


toils and ſufferings of the preſent life. 


The days of his pilgrimage had been 
evil, as well as ſew, but now they 
approached towards their term. He 
who had fled from the violence of his. 
brother Eſau, been wounded in a myſ- 


terious ſtruggle with an angel, and ex- 
perienced the twenty years hard ſer- 


vice of his kinſman Laban, when in 


the days the drought conſumed him, and 
the froſe by night, and ſleep departed from 


lis eyes; he, who in after times was af- 
flicted by the unnatural offence of Reu- 


ben, diſgraced by the cruelty of Si- 


meon and Levi; wounded to the heart 


by the untimely death of his favour- 


ite Rachel in the midſt of a journey, 
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bereaved of his comfort aſterwards 
by the ſuppoſed loſs of his beloved 
Joſeph ; terrified with the apprehen- 
fion of loſing Benjamin, diſtreſſed by 
a famine, and called away at an hun- 
| dred and thirty years to a ſtrange 
country when he was rather wiſhing 
to be releafed from the burden of life; | 
he whoſe days had been thus evil, now 
draws near to the end of his journey; 
he is before Pharaoh; but he is going. 
to Abraham and Iſaac, to inherit the 
promiſes made to them and to their 
ſeed. We ſhall by and by witneſs his 
departure, and ſee with what faith a 
Patriarch could die. 


As Jacob bleſſed Pharaoh when he 

came in, ſo in like manner he bleſſed 
him when he went out; Nor would 
the king of Egypt deſpiſe the repeated 
bleſſing of this aged ſervant of God; 


WR 
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it was the prayer of Faith, the efefual 
feroent prayer of a righteous man which 
 availeth much. You fee how Pharaoh 


was rewarded for exalting Joſeph, and 
entertaining the family of Jacob; it 


drew down bleſſings upon his head; 


the bleſſing of him that was ready to perifh 
came upon lim _— and Egypt is preſer- 
ved during a long ſeaſon of famine, 


becauſe it afforded a ſecure aſſylum 


to the polterity of Abraham. 


| Jacos is ſtill the type of human na- 
ture; but infirm as our nature may be, 


it has God for its ſupport; poor and 


vile and mean as it is, it has been ho- 


noured by the incarnation of the ſon 


of God, who, to accompliſh our ſalva- 
tion, became the ſon of man, the myſ- 


tic ſon of Jacob, the true ſaviour of 


his brethren. Let us learn to think 


_ reſpeAfully of that nature of which he 
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partook, which he hath glorified, and 7 
exalted to the right hand of God: 
Let us conſider the dignity of human 
nature ; it is not what it ſeems : Man 
is not to be compared with the beaſts 
that periſh ; like them he ſeemeth to : 
die, but his hope is full of immortality ; 
his body may wax old as doth a gar- 
ment, but the more precious part of 
his ſubſtance can never periſh nor de- 
cay. On this account do we regard 
an old man with reverenee, becauſe 
ve look upon him as an immortal ſpi- 
rit going to God. The multitude of years 
ſhould teach wiſdom_—and with the hoa- 
ry head of age we expett to find a pru- 
dence and diſcretion, which weighs in 
the balance time and eternity; an-ex- 
perience, which forms a juſt judgment 
of the things of this preſent world; a 
pious reſignation, which ſubmits itſelf 
an humble confidence to the will of 


* 
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God; and an holy faith, which relies 


on the divine promiſe for its recom- | 


pence in the world to come. Such 
was the appearance of Jacob when he 
Mood before Pharaoh. There is ſome- 
thing in the preſence of a venerable 


| old man that fills us with awe. It 


reminds us of God, whom the ſcrip- 


' tures repreſent as the Ancient of days. 


From beholding Jacob the ſervant 
of the living God, we naturally trans- 


fer our thoughts to the God whom 


Jacob ſerved. Reflecting on the frail- 
ty and mortality of human life, as ex- 
emplified in the decaying frame of ex. 


treme old age, we conſole ourſelves 


with the eternity and immutability of 
God. The human form, magnificent 


even in its ruins, betrays the ſtupend- 
ous workmanſhip of a divine architect; 


thoſe ſhrivelled limbs ſhall bloom a- 
freſh, and the face of human nature 
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ſo defornied by the wintry blaſts of this 
mortal life, ſhall renew its luſtre, ne- 
ver more to fade. There is hope of a 
irte, if it be cut down, that it will ſprout 

again, and that the-tender branch thereof 


will not ceaſe : Though the root thereof wax 
old in the earth, and the ſtock thereof die in 
the ground, yet through the ſcent of water 
it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a 
ant. This corruptible ſhall put on 
| ncorruption, and this mortal ſhall 
put on nnn. 


WX may each of us aſk ourſelves 


the queſtion of Pharaoh to Jacob; 1 
do not mean as to the age of our na- 
tural life, but by way of enquiry and 


ſelf-examination as to our growth and 
advancement in the divine life. In 
this ſenſe How old art thou? is a 


queſtion that ſhould make us turn our 


thoughts inwardly upon ourſelves. 
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And how poor are our attainments, 


how ſmall our progreſs in religious im. 
provement, conſidering the years we 


havelived and the advantages we have 
enjoyed. God hath ſpoken to us 71/- 
ing uß early and ſpeaking. From the firlt 
dawn and opening of our faculties, 


hath the voice of inſtruction founded 


mn our ears; but no ſooner were we 
taught our duty, than we had learned 


to diſobey. We were as froward chil. 


_ dren, forſaking the guide of our youth. 


Starting aſide like a broken bow, have 


been our continualdeviations from the 


right way. When we confider the ex. 
amples of the Saints of old, how-do we 
fall ſhort of their virtues Few and 


e heave dean the days of vier Ering: 


—— We have not attamed unto the days of 
our fathers. If we look back upon our 


paſt lives, how littte good does there 


appear! How little have the beſt of 
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us to boaſt of. Who can ſay that he 
is clean from ſin? Who can produce 
one good action that ever he did, which 
had not ſome evil intermixt with it. 


We muſt look for juſtification not from 


our own works, but fromthe free grace 


of God: For though our works may 


juſtify us in the fight of men, yet when 
God comes to ſearch into the hidden 
motives and ſecret ſprings of action, 


our faireſt and moſt ſpecious virtues 
will not ſtand the teſt of his impartial 


{rutiny—— In his fight ſhall no man liv- 


ng be juſtified. Before him, we mult all 


confeſs, that few and evil have the days 


dhe years of our life been. — few, compa- 


red with his eternity; evil, in the fight 
of his infinite purity. But here is our 


conſolation and ſtay, He who is God 


from everlaſting to everlaſting, hecame 
united to our frail mortality be- 
came the myſtic ſon of Jacob. the ſpi · 


Ee 2 


ritual Joſeph: And as the aged Pa- 
triarch was nouriſhed in Egypt under 


the care of his favourite ſon, ſo will 


the so OF MAN nouriſh and preſerve 


us, pardon all our ſins, guide us by 
his counſels, and Aker chat, receive us 
8 up into giory-. LO 
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Gunners, eil. 39, , 31. 


And the time drew near that Hrael muſt. dies 

And he called his fon Joſeph, and ſaid unto 

fim, If now I have found grace in thy fight, 
but, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, 
und deal hindly and truly with me; bury 
mie not, I pray thee, in Egypt. But J.will 
7 ot with my fathers, and thou alt carry 
t of Egypt, and bury me in their bury- 
- 40 place: And he ſaid, I will do as thou 

haſt ſaid. And he ſaid, ſwear unto me, and 
he ſware unto him. And I Iu _— lim 

ſe uf upon the bed's head, | 


Tux affairs of aye continue un- 
der the adminiſtration of Joſeph: His 
brethren with their father are placed 
the beſt of the land: They there find 


paſture for their cattle ; while ] ofeph 
ſupplies them with bread for the ſup- 


port of themſelves and their families. 
Thus are they preſerved OY the 
time of ine. = | 


S 


Tax Egyptians, while their money 
remained, came and bought corn of 


Joſeph ; and when their money was 
_ ſpent, they gave their cattle for corn; 


and laſt of all they fold themſelves and 
their lands. Only the land of the priefts 
bought he not. The miniſters of re- 


ligion were not reduced to the neceſ- | 


(ity. of diſpoſing of their property to 
procure ſuſtenance; they had a cer- 
tain allowance of proviſion aſſigned 
them every day from Pharaoh, and 


therefore they fol not and n. 


- 1 3 the Fa an — and 
by the provident care of Joſeph, there | 
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remains corn for ſeed, which he dif 


tributes among the people on condi- 
tion of their reſerving, the fifth part 


of the increafe for Pharaoh. As. they 
had no money left, this was the only 


vay they could purchaſe the ſeed, or 


pay the rent of their land. 


Sarisrizp with theſe terms, ha E 


gyptians gratefully acknowledge their 
obligations to the Hebrew gover- 
nor dern, ſaid, Thou haſi ſaved our 
lives, let us find grace in the fight of 
my Lord, and. we will be Pharaok's r 
. c | 


To Jacob, the fight of a great na- 
tion proſperous under the government 
of his favourite ſon, muſt have been 
_ peculiarly delightful. Not only him 


ed and nouriſhed under the foſtering. 
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care of Joſeph, during the continu- 
ance of a long and grievous famine. 
 Fhe. old man had weathered. out 
this calamity, and faw the return of 
proſperous days; he beheld his ſons 
happy and flouriſhing in this land 
of ſtrangers Mey had poſſeſſrons tere. 
in, and grew and multiplied exceedingly. 
Thus calm and ſerene was the even- 
ing of his life__He lived in the land 
of Egypt ſeventeen years: So the whole 
age of Jacob was an hundred forty and 
fever years The venerable parent of 
a numerous race, who were afterwards 
called Iſraelites, from Ilrael their fa- 
ther. 


aha v all . happi nes muſt have 
an end. Age and infirmities haſten to 
bring on ſickneſs and death e 
time drew near that Ifrael muſt die! He 
felt his ſtrength decay, the languid + 
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pulſe foreboded a ſpeedy ceſſation to 
the current of the vital fluid; that heart 

which had fo often beat with the ſoli- 
citude of parental affection, ſhall ſoon 

chrob no longer; the heavenly gueſt 
s about to be diſlodged from its earth- 
ly tabernacle; the body to return un- 
to the earth from whence it was taken, 
and the ſoul unto God who gave * 


| pr RCELVING the approach of drach; 
he ſends for his ſon Joſeph. And who 
more fit to receive his dying requeſt, 
than Joſeph, the ſtrength and ſtaff of 
his old age, to whom his family owed 
their preſervation in the time of fa- 
mine, and by whoſe means they had 
obtained a peaceable ſettlement in the 
land of Egypt. It was a ſacred in- 
junction, a ſolemn obſtriction and obli- 
nn, by all the force of parental au- 


F F 


218 | SERMON. X11. 


| thority, _ all the tenderneſs of flial 
duty, by the revered covenant of 
God with his fathers; for all this is ex- 
preſſed by the form in which the Pa: 
triarch delivered his dying charge, and 
_ exaQted an oath of his ſon for the per- 
formance of it. It was the ſame 
form that Abraham uſed, when he made 
his ſervant ſwear that he would not 
take a wife for his ſon of the idola- 
trous daughters of tha land. With this 
' conſecrated form, of patriarchal uſaga 
and venerable ſignificancy, did Jacob 
bind his ſon Joſeph —— And he ſaid unto 
bim. If now I have found grace in thy 
fight, put I pray thee, thy hand under my 
thigh, and deal kindly and truly with 
me; bury me not I pray thee in Egypt; 
bu I will lie with my fathers, and thou 
er. 
ia their burying os 


Br the place of his burial the Patri- 
arch jacob intended to expreſs his faith 
in God, his affection for his kindred, 


and his confidence in the Divine pro- 
miſes. When going down into Egypt, 
God had ſaid to him, I will furely bring 
thee back again. This promiſe, he well 
knew, could not now be fulfilled to 
him in his life time, it could only be 
accompliſhed by his removal thither 
after he was dead. In death, he hopes 
to be gathered unto his fathers _. Bu- 


Let not Egypt be my laſt and final 
* home here, it is true, I have been 


4 content to ſojourn for a while, as in 
42 ſtrange country; but the land of 


Ff 2 
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«as wherefore all this ſolicitude 
about the place of his interment: Why 
not be e in Egypt « as well as wind 
naan hs 
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„ Canaan I have always regarded as 
« the lot of mine inheritance, the land 
e promiſed to my fathers, to them and 
« to their ſeed; with them let me take 


« poſſeſſionofit; and as a ſign that I die 


« in the faith of my fathers, bury me 
not in Egypt, but bury me with my 
E fathers in their burying place.” 


Taz filial pietyof Joſeph would not 


fail to perform the laſt requeſt of his 
dying parent-—and he. ſaid, Iwill do 
as thou haſt ſaid. But old age is timo- 


rous, and prone to ſuſpett deceit, the 
natural conſequence of a long ac- 


quaintance with mankind. Jacob 


knew that in the warmth of affe tion 


we readily promiſe, but that afterwards 
in the cooler moments of reflection 
when difficulties intervene, our pro- 


miſes are too often evaded, and we 


ſhamefully fail in the performance. 
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He therefore binds his only ſon by an 
| oath by that ſacred oath which his 


fathers. uſed, when they were mindful 


of God's holy covenant with them and 


their ſeed. And he ſaid, A unto me, 
nn he _ unto him. 


Enns ſatisfied tie old 1 


ael bowed himſelf upon the bed's head. 
He turned his face towards the head 
of the bed, and worſhipped; weak and 


infirm of body, he could not kneel, 


be could not ſtand up to pray, he could 
only proſtrate himſelf upon the bed, 


to acknawledge the goodneſs of God, 


in granting him all he wiſhed. A 
ſtranger and pilgrim upon earth, he 
wanted no more than to repoſe in the 
ſepulchre of his fathers, as a ſign and 
token of his bleſſed hope and confi- 


dence, that as his body was depoſited 


' vith theirs in the earthly Canaan; ſo 
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| woult his ſpirit be aſſociated with their 


ſpirits, in that better land of Ry 


ne Wes ee Canaan. | 


O may we Jie the death of h the Fe 
| ous, and may our laſt end be like his! 


When we come to die, may we have 
nothing todo but to die, may no world- 
I folicitudes diſturb, no guilty fears 

alarm, or interrupt the communion of 
God with the foul; but as the weary 
pilgrim after the toil and fatigue of 
the day compoſes himſelf to reſt at 
night, ſo may we reſign ourſelves to 


the ſeep of death till the eee of 


_ ee 


Wa Ar Joſeph was facets all this 
and more, is CuR Ist to us, the ſupport 
and comfort of our ſuffering huma- 
"nity. He who in the time of famine 
fed our ſouls with the bread of life, 
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vill not ceaſe his tutelary care, for he 


hath ſaid, I will never leave thee nor for- 
ſakethee. We ſee Joſeph attending up- 
on his father to the laſt, nor is the son 
or MAN leſs ſolicitous for our welfare, 
orleſs attentive to the wants and weak- 
neſſes of human nature. He knows 
we are full of doubts and fears; He 
has therefore given us exceeding great 


and precious promiſes; He has enter- 


ed into covenant with us; that cove- 
nant he hath confirmed by an oath 
When God made the promiſe to Abraham, 
becauſe he could ſwear by no greater, he 


ſuare by himſelf ; _ willing to ſhew the 


immutability of his counſel, he confirmed 
it by an oath. Here-then we have two 
immutable things for our ſecurity, the 
promiſe, and the oath of God. He 
hath'not only promiſed, but he hath 
even ſworn to be our covenant God; 


the Hebrew word Elohim, which we 


tranſlate God, ſignifies as much, God 
6 in covenant with man.” When God 
engages to be our God, he engages to 
be every thing to us; every thing ve 
can want or wiſh, our God and our 


+ Taz fear of death is a bondage we 
all labour under, and I hope all la- 
bour to overcome; nature ſhudders 
at diſſolution; the ſoul ſhrinks back 
upon herſelf, and ſtar tles at deſtruc- 
tion. Bury me not in Egypt, is the 
language of every heart to the myſ⸗- 
tic Joſeph, “ tranſlate me to the pro- 
„ miſed land of mine inheritance 
bury me with my fathers in their 
„ burying- place, grant that I may be 


« with them and partake their bleſſed- 


“ neſs.” The anſwer is, I will do as 
thou haſt ſaid; God hath both ſaid and 
fworn, and he will ſurely perform his 


f 
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covenant. __/ will go down with thee 


mio Egypt, and I will alſo furely bring 
thee up again. I will ranſom thee from 
the power of the grave, I will redeem 
thee from death. O death, I will be thy 


 flague, O grave, I will be thy deſtruc- 


tion. The hour is coming in which all that | 


the Son of God, and ſhall come forth. I 


ſaw the dead fmall and great ſland before 
od, andthe ſea gave up the dead which were 


in it, and death and hell gave up the dead 
which were in them. T would not have you 


ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 


are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not even as o- 


thers which have no hope, for if we be- 
eve that Feſus died and roſe again, even 
fo them alſo whach ſleep in 7 eſus will God 


bring with him. 


Wir n theſe and ſuch like promiſes 
does God affure our hearts againſt the 
-— _— 
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tear of death: And we need * all; 
for vhen the vital ſtream retires from 


its wonted current, have we not ſome 
5 reaſon 
5 withdraw. nel, and leave us without 
any conſciouſneſs of exiſtence? What 
mall ve then oppoſe to the ſtrong con- 
viction of fenſe and feeling? What but 


the ſtronger evidence of the” word of | 


God: For though the mountains de- 
part and the hills be removed, my kind- 


nefs ſhall not depart from thee, neither 
the covenant. of my peace be removed, ſaith 
the Lord that hath mercy on thee. Zion 
hath: ſaid, the Lord hath forſaken me, and 


my Lord hath forgotten me ; but can a wo- 


man forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould | 


not have compaſſion on the ſon of her 
' womb; yek, they may forget, yet will not 


J forget thee. When my father and ny 
mother forfake me, the Lord taketh me 
up. Though he ſlay me, yet wall I put | 


my truſt i in him. 


o apprehend it may totally 


as life draws towards its cloſe, can turn 
upon his bed and worſhip God; who, 


all his worldly affairs being ſettled, has 
nothing more to do, but to poſſeſs his 


ſoul in patience till it ſhall pleaſe God 


to receive it. Calm and reſigned he 
goes down to the grave in peace, as 
the ſun ſets without a cloud : Sure as 
that ſun ſhall riſe again, is his hope; 
nay ſurer ſtill, for we have only a na- 


- tural probability for the one, but the 


promiſe of God for the other. Sure 
as the night is followed by the morn- 
ing, ſo ſure ſhall the night of death be 
followed by the morning of the reſur- 
rection: Heavmeſs may endure for a ſea- 
Jo, but / Joy cometh in 4 morning. 


Bur here, let us wk notice, It is 


only the righteous that hath, this kope in 


his death.. / To the wicked, no gleam 
6 g 2 
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ol ſun-ſhine gild the dark chambers 


of the grave black and diſmal is his 


proſpeft, as the gloomy ſepulchre that 


awaits his breathleſs corpſe. Egypt is 


his burying · place; his hopes and his 
wiſhes all centre in this world, and 
muſt be buried with him: In that hea- 
venly Canaan, that promiſed reſt which 
riemainetn for the people of God, he hath 
neither portion or lot. Shall he plead 


the goſpel covenant of mercy ?..... that 
covenant he hath ſhamefully broken 
and violated: He is no ſon of Abra- 


ham's faith, no heir with Jacob of the 
inheritance of his fathers; driven away 


from his preſent poſſeſſions and with- 


aut any future hope in reverſion! 


Would we eſcape his end, we muſt ſhun 


_ .. thoſeevil courſes that lead to it; like 
Jacob, we muſt conſider our preſent 
life, as a pilgrimage; the world in which 


we Ms 28 a . country, through 
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& which we have to paſs, before we find 
our home and Heaven, as the land 
ol our inheritance, purchaſed for us, 
promiſed to us, and of which, nothing 

but our own wilfulneſs and obilinacy 


can n us. 


Tue e of the righteous i is 


thus deſcribed by the Pſalmift _... Blef- - 
fed is the man whoſe ſtrength is in thee, 
in whoſe heart are thy ways ; who going 
through the vale of miſery uſe it for a well, 
and the pools thereof are filled with water ; 
they will go on from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
and unto the God of Gods appeareth every 
one of them in Sion. The plain mean- 
ing of which words is thus given by an 


able commentator... The preſent 


4 world is to us this vale of miſery; in 


our paſſage through it, we are re- 
« freſhed by the ſtreams of divine 


« grace flowing from the great foun- 
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ci tain of conſolation; and thus we are 
enabled to proceed from one degree 
of holineſs to another; until we come 
to the TI viſion of God in 

Heaven itſell. 


To which bleſſed PRIN may God 


| Almighty bring us all, through 80 
Chriſt our Lord. — Amen. 
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And Iſrael beheld Joſeph's ſons, and ſaid, Who 

are theſe ? And Joſeph ſaid unto his father, 
they are my ſons whom God hath given mne 3 
in this place, and he ſaid bring them, I pray 85 
thee, unto me, and I will bleſs them. | 


Taz laſt ſcenes of Jacob's life are 
peculiarly awfut and grand: As the 
outer man decayeth, ſo much the more 
is he renewed in the inner man; weak 4 
in body, but ſtrong in faith, his views | 
into futurity are open and enlarged, 

as his mortal ſight grows dim. 
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= Draw near the fick bed of the aged 
Patriarch, and witneſs the dying be. 
haviour of an old man who has lived ; 


all his life long in the fear of God. 
Hear him pronounce the ſolemn pa- 


triarchal bleſſing on the two ſons of 
Joſeph.— Hear him afterwards de- 
| Clare to his twelve ſons aſſembled 
round him, their future fortunes in the 


laſt days: What an impreſſive ſcene 


- muſt this have been to them May it 

de fo to us, as we contemplate the de. 
ſcription of it by Moſes, and conſider 
the laſt words of dying Jacob. 


Wutx Joſeph was told that his fa. 
ther was ſick, he haſtened to him with- 
out delay, and brought with him his two 

ſons Ephraim and Manaſſes: No world- 

ly buſineſs could detain him from at- 


tending on his dying parent. He took 


his ſons with him, that he might pro- 
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cure for them the bleſſing of their ve- 
nerable anceſtor: Riches and honours 
himſelf could give them; but what are 
the riches and honours of Egypt, com- 
pared to the bleſſing of God, and an 
inberitance in the heavenly Canaan! ' 
He took them that they might ſee his fa- 
ther die, that they might liſten to his 
dying injunctions, and learn from his 
faith and hope, the ſovereign remedy 

againſt the fear of death. | 


” Joy dankte abs countenance of 
the dying Patriarch, when he heard 
that Joſeph and his ſons were come; 
he ſummoned all his ſcattered ſpirits 
to receive them; he ſtrengthened himſelf 
and fat upon his bed, The affedtion he 
had for his children was no hindrance 
to his piety towards God. About to 
reſign his ſpirit into the hands of his 

Creator, he is pleaſed to find thoſe near 
Hh 
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him whom he loves, and to take a laſt 
farewell of that family whom he expects 
to ſee once more, aſſembled before the 
eternal throne. 11882 


1 Ants what kink you, were the ſub. 
jefts of his diſcourſe? Not the vain 
things of this periſhing life ; not uſe- 
leſs regrets at parting with them; 
not idle lamentation onthe prevalence 
of diſeaſe, and the inefficacy of reme- 
dies ſought out to prolong life ; but, 
his truſt in the mercies of God, the 
promiſes he had received, and his re- 
liance on the Divine faithfulneſs for 
their fulfilment. b 


IIR AR him relate the wondrous hiſ- 
tory inchis on words God Almighty 

appeared to me at Luz in the land of Ca- 
naan, and bleſſed me, and ſaid unto me, 
behold 7 will a make thee * and mul- 


— 
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tiply thee, and I will make of thee amul- 


itude of people, and will give this land to 


thy ſeed after thee for an everlaſting poſ- 
fefſton_— A numerous ſeed, an ever- 
laſting poſſeſſion in the land of Ca- 


naan! On this promiſe of God, the 


hopes of Jacob were founded ; and 


though in the letter, the promiſe ſeem- 


ed of a temporal and worldly nature, 


yet, he well knew, that in ſpirit, it ſig- 


nified heavenly and eternal bleſlings! 


An everlaſting poſſeſſion on this fide 


the grave is a contradiction in terms; 


the good things of the preſent life ei- 
| ther ſoon leave us, or we them; it is 


only in heaven, that an inheritance 
that fadeth not away is reſerved for us. 


Hx goes on addreſſing himſelf to 
Joſeph: _— And now thy two ſons E- 
 fhraim and Manaſſeh, which were born 


unto thee in the land of Egypt, before 
| Hh 2 
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came uno thee into Egypt, are mine; as 
Reuben and Simeon ſhall they be mine. 
And thy iſſue which thou begetteſt after 


the name of their brethren in their inherit. 


ence. Thus we ſee, he adopts theſe 
ſonsof Joſeph ashis own, and appoints 


them the ſame portion with Reuben. 
and Simeon his two elder ſons, on 
which account they are ſometimes. 


enumerated in ſcripture among the 


heads of the tribes of Iſrael. 


An as for me, ſays the old man, 
when I came from Padan, Rachel died by 


me in the land of Cangan, in the way, 
when there was but @ little way to Ephrath, 


and I buried her there in the way of E. 


pPezratb, the ſame is Bethlehem. 


_ Here ve have the motive which de- 


E termined to confer the bleſſing 


them ſhall be thine, and ſhall be called after 
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on the ſons of Joſeph; they w were the 
grand- children of his beloved Rachel, 
the wife of his choice, whoſe memory 
is ſtill dear to him. The affection of 
Jacob ſhines forth with undimiſhed 
luſtre, neither obliterated by time, nor 
enfeebled byage. Attachments which 
regard only this world, our preſent in- 
tereſt, pleaſure, or convenience, are 
| fickle and uncertain things, they all. 
wax old as. doth a garment, and as a 
veſture are they changed; but the 
love of Jacob for Rachel was of ano- 
ther ſort, it was true conjugal affec- 
tion, which: dies not when the body 

dies, but blooms in immortal youth, 
unchangeable and eternal as its hea- 

uy origin. 


Tur bleſſing of Jacob was three- 
fold; it was paternal, ſacerdotal, 1d 
N Fas 
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Ix was s paternal, or the bleſſing of 
a er every father being i in his own 
family the image and repreſentative of 


him of whom the whole family in n. 


and Earth i 75 named. 


«Th was erde, or the bleſſing of 

a prieſt; it being the office of a prick 
to mediate andintercede between God 
and man, to offer up the prayers of 
ſinners before the altar of the Moſt 
High, and to pronounce the bleſſing of 


the King of Kings on the humble and 


penitent worſhipper. Jacob, as the 
head of his family, was the prieſt of it, 
and was therefore empowered to bleſs 
in God's name. 


Ir was prophetical, or the bleſſing 


ofa prophet, foretelling things to come; 
the knowledge of which God was 


pleaſed to reveal to his ſervant Jacob, 


- 
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that he might announce them to his 


Tn 


r obj fts of 15 bleſſing were the © 
two ſons of Joſeph_— of that Joſeph 


who had been hated and perſecuted by 


his brethren, and ſold for a bondſman 
into Egypt. You ſee that wordly trou- 
bles andperſecution could notdeprive 
him of the bleſſing which God had re- 
ſerved for his family. Inſtead of in- 


heriting in common with his brethren, 


he receives a double portion, which 


18 here divided between his two ſons, 


to intimate, that they who ſuffer for 


_ righteouſneſs ſake; ſhall in the end be 
" abundantly rewarded. Men may de- 
prive us of our worldly comforts, but 
they cannot deprive us of the bleſſing 


ol Cod. 


Tu bleſſing which the ſons of Jo- 


ſeph received; Properly belonged to 
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Reuben, Jacob's firſt-born: It was the 


right of primogeniture, or birth-right, 


- which the eldeft ſon always claimed as 


his inheritance. Itimpliedthreethings, 


namely, dominion over his brethren, 
the honour of the prieſthood, and a 


privileges. of birth-right, Reuben had 


© forfeited: by his treacherous and un- 
worthy condutt; it therefore pleaſed 
Godtoideprive him of them, as he had 


done upon another occaſion inthe caſe 
of Eſau, and to diſtribute them among 


his brethren: Accordingly, the right 
_ of dominion and pre- eminence is tranſ- 


ferred to Judah, the prieſthood to 


Levi, and the double portion is given 
to Joſeph, to be ſhared by his two ſons. 
Thus he, whom his brethren thought 
to have excluded from the inheritance. 


of their father, receives to their con- 


fuſion the double portion as his allot- 


3 


double portion of inheritance. Theſe 
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Nov in bleſſing the ſons of Joſeph, 

and adopting them for his children and 
heirs, Jacob prefers the younger before 
the elder; and for this preference no 
reaſon is aſſigned in holy ſcripture: 


It muſt. therefore be reſolved into the 


ſovereignty of God, Who worketh all 


things according to the counſel of his 


oven will, and, being no man's debtor, 

has a right to beſtow his bleſſings and 
favours on whom he pleaſes. Joſeph 
took care to preſent his ſons, accord- 


ing to the order of nature, that is, with 


the eldeſt towards his father's right- 
hand, and the youngeſt oppoſite his 

left, but the old- man, guiding his hand 
wittingly, purpoſely croſſed them, ſo 
-that his right hand fell upon the 
- youngeſt, and his left upon the eldeſt, 
_ while he pronounced their bleſling. 


1i 
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Tuts diſpleaſed Joſeph, who would 
fain have altered the diſpoſition of his 
father's hands, but when he found it 
was the will of God, that the younger 
ſhould be preferred to the elder, he 
| afterwards acquieſced. It is our wil. 
dom to do the ſame, in the like cir- 
cumſtances. God is no man's debtor. 
Haſt thou leſs than thy wealthy neigh-_ 
bour; ſtill thou oweft what little thou 
haſt to the grace of God, and ought- 


eſt not to envy his more ample por- 


tion. Thou haſt no claim of merit 


to prefer at the bar of Heaven: Every 


bleſſing we receive is of free grace; 
and though all are ſinners, God is mer- 
ciful unto all. How unſearchable are 
huis judgments and his ways paſt finding 
out. Who hath firſt given unto him, and 
it ſhall be recompenſed again ! Conſider 

what the Pſalmiſt ſays, that promotion 


VT 
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ante not from the eaſt , nor from the 
weſt, nor yet from tlie ſouth ; but that 
God is the judge, he putteth down one and 
fſetteth up another. It is He that maketh 
the families and fortunes of men to in- 
creaſe or decreaſe ; He maketh poor, 
and maketh rien: He bringeth low, and 


 lifteth up. He rarjeth up the poor out of 


the duſt, and lifteth up the beggar out of 
the dunghill, to ſet them among princes, 
and to make them nherit a throne of 


glory. 


Wr may further obſerve, that the 
preference of Ephraim the younger to 
Manaſſes the elder, is a type of the 


two diſpenſations of God, the Jewiſh. 
and the Chriſtian. This laſt, though 


the younger in the order of time, takes 


place of the former, and is more highly 


favoured with the bleſſings of Heaven: 
It is eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes; 
1i 2 | 
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it propoſes nobler rewards, and holds 
forth more glorious hopes. 


, Burt thou oh apreference wasſhewn, 
flill did each of the ſons of Joſeph re- 
ceive the bleſſing of Jacob. God may 
vwithout injuſtice beſtowpeculiar gifts 
on ſome men more than others, but it 
will be found that every man receives 
a meaſure of benediQtion. Though 
we cannot all inherit the bleſſing of. 
the firſt born, we may however ſhare: 
the fortunes of younger _children; 
though not bleſſed as Ephraim, we may 
be bleſſed as Manaſſes; though not 
the greateſt in the kingdom of Heaven, 
we may have an inheritance there. 
And the leaſt portion of heavenly 
bliſs, is of more value than all that 
the world has to beſtow; for as the 
Pſalmiſt ſays, One day in the courts of te 
Lord, is better than a thouſand — H 


tuo II: ' 225 
| l le G dor. keeper i in the houſe of my 
God, than 20 dwell i in the tents of ungod- 
l. 


Wa ar an idea does it give us of the 

: Rith and piety of the holy Patriarchs, 
when we ſee them ſo ſolic itous to tranſ- 
mit the bleſſing of God to their poſteri- 
ty. Fit it was that they who had experi- 
enced ſo much of the goodneſs of God. 

themſelves, ſhould commend their 
children to his care, when they were 
no longer able to afford them protec- 
tion. The promiſe was to them and 
| their ſeed. Secure of their own in- 
heritance in the heavenly Canaan, it 
ſeems to have been their greateſt con- 
cern in their dying moments, that the 
ſucceeding generation might tread in 
their ſteps, and be counted worthy to 
partake their bleſſedneſs. Obſerve the 
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ſtyle of Jacob's bleſſing—-God, before 


whom my fathers, Abraham and Iſaac did 
wall, the God which fed me all my l. ife 


long unto this day_— the Angel which re. 
deemed me from all evil, bleſs th: lads; 
and let my name be named on them, and 


 thenameof my fathers Abrahamand Iſaac; 


and let them grow into a multitude in the 
midſt of the earth. This was the lan- 
1 guage of a dying man — of an old 
man, aged near an hundred and fifty 


years, who had ſeen many viciſſitudes 


and changes of fortune With theſe 


words he bleſſed his two grand chil- 
dren, the ſons of his favourite Joſeph: 
He ſets before them the example of 
their illuſtrious anceſtors who had 


walked in the true faith and fear of 


Cod. He invokes that Being whom 
his family had long known and ſerved, 
and whoſe gracious protection and ſup- 


*. 1 
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port he had himſelf ſo often experi- 
enced o had fed him all his life long 
unto this day, who had delivered him 


out of all his troubles, and redeemed * 


im from all evil: He implores the ſame 
kind protection in behalf of theſe 


young pilgrims, juſt ſetting out in a 
pilgrimage, which he had traverſed ſe 
long. We muſt allow him to feel ſome 


anxiety for the. welfare of thoſe he is 


about to leave; but to whom can he 
ſo properly commit them, as unto the 


known and tried friend of his family, 


who had choſen that family to ſet his 


love upon them, and with whom there 


is no variablenc nor ſhadow of changing. 
Nor ought we to blame his defire to 


| perpetuate the memorial of his name, 


and of the n me of vis forefathers 
to future generations; it ſhews that the 
defire of immortality of every kind is 


N 1 


congenial to all noble minds, and that 
even the name and ſhadow of immor- 
tality is held precious for the ſake of 
the ſubſtance it repreſents: And if 
che earthly immortality, of preſerving 
a name ora family among the ſons of 
men, be of any account; how much 
more truly deſirable, is that glorious 
reality, of which earthly fame is but the 
ſhadow,evenan heavenly immortality 
with God and his holy angels; where 
ſhall be fulfilled in the ſpirit, all the 
promiſes made in the letter; where 
patriarchs and prophets, apoſtles ſaints 
and martys ſhall rejoice together, and 
unite. their voices in the praiſe of him, 
Who hath redeemed them from all 
evil. 115 


B ERO TD I die, ſaid Iſrael unto jo- 


ſeph, but God ſhall be with you, and bring 


Wee kc 


you again unto the land of your fathers. 
Happy they, who, like dying Jacob, 
can confide in the promiſes of God, 
and intruſt all they hold dear to his 
| holy keeping. To poſterity they leave 
an inheritance better than worldly 
riches, and entail the divine bleſſing 
on thoſe that come after them. Pa- 
rents, impreſs upon your children the 
fear of God, teach them the value and 
importance of the divine bleſſing. Let 
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it be the buſineſs of your life to ob- 
tain it for them; nor can you leave 
them a better legacy with your dying 


breath; or ought where with to remem- 
ber you with equal advantage, when 
no longer preſent with them. Would 


you have them, like Joſeph, faithful 
and fearing God ? ou muſt then 


be yourſelves like Jacob, and bring 
them up in the true faith and fear, that 


* 
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they may learn piety and virtue, from 
your inſtruſtiens and example A- 
bove all, recommend them to God 
in your daily prayers ; prayers draw 


don the bleſſings of Heaven It 


cannot be,” ſaid the devout mother of 
St. Auſtin concerning her ſon who then 
ſeemed abandoned to profane and diſ- 
ſolute courſes, “ It cannot be, that the _ 
child of ſo many prayers and tears 
 ſhouldperiſh.” The Almighty does ſuf- 
fer himſelf to be overcome by prayer. 
Wreſtling with God, like Jacob, we 
may extort a bleſſing from him: 
We may hold him faſt by his pro- 
miſes, and ſay, I will not let thee go, 


except thou bleſs me. And if the prayer 
bol faith be ſo powerful a thing, why 


may it not prevail to obtain a bleſſing 
for others, as well as for ourſelves? 


The patriarch Jacob was perſuaded of 
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the prevalence of prayer, when he 

bleſſed the two ſons of Joſeph: When 
his fleſhly_ tabernacle was weakeſt, 

then. was his faith ſtrongeſt, and of 

conſequence, | his prayers moſt pre- 

valent, for according to a man's faith, 
| fo ſhall it be done unto hin. 
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JACOB's PROPHESY. | 


And Jacob called unto his ſons, and ſaid, . 


ther yourſelves together, that I may tell you 
"that which er, mw e in 8888 e _ 


15 


. was a ene opinion with the | 


people of ancient times,” that dying 
erſons were often favoured with very 
eculiar inſights into futurity. 'They 
ſuppoſed the ſoul, on its' approaching 
ſeparation from the body, to become 
more divine; perhaps to hold converſe 


vith ſuperior intelligencies, or to be 


favoured at leaſt with ſome tranſient 
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glimpſes of the world to come. Con- 


templating the weakneſs and languor 


of the dying man, and conſidering his 


impreſſive tone of voice, and the ele- 
vation of his language, contraſted with 
the manifeſt debility of the ſinking 
frame, they might naturally conlude, 
that he ſpoke not from himſelf, but 
propheſied; that they heard, not the 
uncertainties of human conjedture, 
but the diftates of: a divine inſſ ſparation. 


The fouls of: ber is generally 


obſcure; and rarely to be underſtood, 
till explained by the event. In the 
propheſy. we are about to conſider, 
there is much obſcurity, both from its 


bighly figurative language, and the 


difficulty of tracing its fulfilment. in 


the. hiſtory of the poſterity of Jacob. 


However, here, as in other ſeriptures 
of doubtful meaning, we may learn 


ti 


- 
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from what is plain, to reſpect what is 
obſcure; we may conſole ourſelves, 

s chat what we know not now, we may 

- I} know hereafter; and may reſt aſſured, 
1 | that no part of God's word is ſo ob- 
» © ſcure, but that a devout heart may ga- 

» I} ther ſome inſtruction from it. 
t 


The propheſy of Jacob is uſhered, 
, in with this ſolemn preface Gather 
pour ſelves together, that I may tell youthat 
which ſhall befal you in the laſt days. It 


' | muſt have been an awful ſcene, when 
„we twelve ſons of Jacob liſtened with 
ö ſilent aſtoniſhment, each to his own and 
„bis brethren's future deſtiny, as pro- 
; nounced from the inſpired lips of their 
| dying father. Their fates are pictured 
| | forth in ſtrong colours, and emblema- 


; tically expreſſed in hieroglyphical lan- 
guage; a language much uſed in thoſe. 
days, particularly in Egypt. Each 
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emblem denotes ſome leading feature 
in the character of the perſon and 
tribe to which it belongs. And per. 
haps jacob might ſee repreſented i in 
viſion the be he W 


F irſt, NOTE is chardBerifed with 
the tenderneſs of a father for his eld. 
| eſt ſon. Obſerve the endearing ex- 
preſſions Reuben thou art my firſt born, 
my might, and the beginning of my ſtrength, 
the excellency of dignity, and the excellency 
. of power. But did Reuben anſwer the 
high hopes and expedtations of his 
fond parent? Alas! his hopes proved 
abortive: He is degraded and diſho- 
noured by this very ſon, who, he flat- 
tered himſelf, would have been the 


firſt in wiſdom, as well as the firſt in 


age. Water is the emblem by which 
be is charafteriſed _. Unſtable as wa- 
ter, thou ſhalt not excel. for as water 


d 


r 
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is fluid, and evaporates, ſo did the 
hopes of his father concerning this 
| youth, flow away and ee in 
1 


N᷑Exr follow Simeon and Levi 


Simeon and Levi are brethren.— not on- 

ly by blood, for ſo were all the reſt, 
but in diſpoſition and manners, in 
treachery, cruelty and revenge — the 
 inſeruments of cruelty are in their habita- 


tions Jacob ſees pictured before his 


eyes, that cruel ſcene, when theſe bre - 


thren fell upon the defenceleſs She- 


chemites, and put them to the ſword. 


Doubtleſs he had ſeverely reproved 


them at the time the fact was commit- 
ted; and now he bears his dying teſ- 
timony in abhorrence of ſuch barbar- 
ous perfidy. How mult it have griev- 
eld the righteous ſoul of Jacob, to have 


L 1 
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expreſſed himſelf concerning the con 

_ duftofhis ſons in ſuch words as theſe: 
D mp ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret ; 
umotheir aſſembly, mine honour be not thou 
united; for in their anger they flew a man, 
and m their ſelf-will they digged down a 
wall. Curſed be their anger, for it was 
fierce, and their wrath for it was cruel. 
Having thus ſtated his deteſtation of 
their crime, he proceeds, in the ſpirit 
of prophecy, to denounce their puniſh- 
ment. I will divide them in Jacob, and 
diſperſe them in Iſrael. Behold and ſee 
the conſequences of aſſociation in 
guilt, diviſion, and diſperſion. to 
have no home, no friend to be- 
come like Cain, a fugitive and a va- 
gabond in the earth. * This is preciſely 
the ſtate of the Jews at this day ſor 
the murder of the ſon of God His 
blood ſtill reſts on them, and on their chil- 
dren, 


SERMON x. 0 


Jovan is next in order Judah 
* art he whom thy brethren. ſhall praiſe 

— alluding to the ſignification of his 
name, which ſignifies, praiſe.” When 
Judah \ was born, his mother ſaid, Now 
will I praiſe the Lord; therefore ſhe cal. 
led his name Judah. From Judah, the 
people of Iſrael were called Jews — a 
name dear to God, who alluding to the 
origin of this name, declares by the 
mouth of the prophet. It Hall be to 
me a name of Joy, a praiſe and an hoe | 

xour before all the nations of the earth. © 


joan is ei ene of Chriſt 

To him may we apply the words un- 
der which this ſon of Jacobisdeſcribed 
——Thou art he whom thy brethren ſhall 
| praiſe ; thy hand ſhall be upon the neck of 
thine enemies, thy father's children ſhall 
bow down before thee. 


* 
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s 
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His emblemisalion e $ whelp, : 
or young lion, gone up from the prey 
for he is gone up on high, he hath. - 
led captivity captive: But he did firſt 
humble himſelf.— He ſtooped down, he 
' couched as à lion, and as an old lion, who 


1 N es 


; Dag is the lic ſpoken of in the 
erer m, St. John. Behold the lin 
of the tribe of Judah! And I beheld, and - 
lo, a lamb ſtood as it had been {lain !__ 8 
What! is the lion of the tribe of ſu- 1 

dab, changed into a ſlain lamb? Yes, 8 
for though ſtrong and powerful as a 
Ion to encounter and ſubdue his ene- 
mies; to his faithful followers he is a 
lamb ſlain, the true propitiatory ſacri- 
fice te Lamb of God, which taketh a- 
way the fin of the world. 
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Tux ſceptre ſhall not depart from u- 
dah, nor a lawgiver from between his feety 
until Shiloh come The ſceptre is the 
enſign of dominion, which was to re- 
main with the tribe of Judah, and con- 
ſequently with the Jewiſh people, until 
Shiloh come, that is, until the advent 
bf the Meſſiah, who is the Shiloh 
here ſpoken of. The Hebrew word 

Shiloh fignifies © peace,” and is one 
of the appellations of him who is em- 
phatically ſtiled, the Prince of peace, 
' of the increaſe of whoſe government and 
peace, it is ſaid, there ſhall be no end, for. 
he muſt reign till he has. put all enemies 
under his feet. Rule thou, ſays David, 
in the midſt among thine enemies, and thy 
people ſhall be made willing i in the day f 
thy power. 


UnTo him ſhall the gathering of the 
| Feople be... Here alſo the language of 
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2 David will explain the propheſy of * 
cob, and point out that no other than 


our Lord is here meant; of whom it 


is ſaid, that all kings. hall fall down, be- 
ore him, and all nations Gt do ham * 
vice. 


: Tris next verſes are very obſcure, 


owing to their highly figurative lan- 


guage Binding his foal unto the 
vine, and his afs's colt unto the choice 


vine: he waſhed his garments in wine, 


and his clothes in the blood of the grapes: 
has eyes ſhall be red with wine, and his | 
teeth white with milk. Under theſe ſin- 
gular images are deſcribed the riches 
and glory of Chriſt's kingdom. Wine, 
which maketh glad the heart of man, 
is here uſed as the emblem of ſpiri- 


tual refreſhment and conſolation de- 


rived. from Chriſt, who is the true 
vine: The aſs's colt bound to this Vine, 


58 en 0 


. 


| SERMON xIv. 263 
is man by nature, who is.ſaid in Job, 
to be born a wild afs's colt rough and 
intraftable, till brought into ſubjec- 
tion and obedience to the law of God. 
Buy virtue of the blood and righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, the ſouls of the faith- 
ful are purified and made clean from 
the defilements of ſin; this is that 
_ waſhing of garments, here ſpoken of. 
The eye, is the ſymbol of intelligence, 
and the eyes red with wine, denotes joy 
in the conſolations of the Goſpel, here 
ſignified by wine. Milk, is the food of 
children, and repreſents the tender 
nouriſhment of inſtruCtion ſuited tothe 
capacities of thoſe, who are children in 
divine knowledge I have fed you with 
milk __ſays St. Paul to his Corinthian 
converts: And the Hebrews are re- 
proved for their ſlow progreſs in the 
goſpel, under the ſame metaphor 
For when for the time ye ought to be teach- 
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1 7 ye Have nerd that one teach you again 
which be the firſt principles of the oracles 


of God, and are become ſuch as have need 
of milk: St. Peteralſo, ſpeaking of.this 


milk, exhorts us to deſire, as new born 


babes, the ſincere milk of the word, that we 
may grow thereby. As wine and milk to 


I] the body, ſo is the Chriſtian doctrine 


> the ſoul. This is that wine and mill, 


which the prophet Iſaiah counſels us 
to buy.without money and without price. 


And as the teeth of an infant accuſ. 


tomed to milk, are ite and unſtained 


Chriſt's children, his true diſciples, | 


pure and uncorrupted by the manners 


Lzeavaincthisobſcurepaſſiage,which 


in a ſpiritual view, we have ſhewn to 
refer to the bleſſings of Chriſt's king- 
dom, paſs we on to the next ſon of 


- 
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Jacob, of whom it is faid Zebulon 1 
ſhall dwell in the haven of the ſea, and he 

ſhall be for a haven of ſhips and his bor- 

| der ſhall be unto Zidon. This was to be 

| his allotment in the land of Canaan, 

an advantageous ſituation for com- 

merce. His name, Zebulon, ſignifies 


that kind of ſocial life which men lead 


who live together in cities. Accord- 


ing to the genius of men, ſuch will be 
their future allotment in the heavenly 
Canaan, when the Moſt High ſhall there 
divide ta the nations their inheritance, and 
determine the bounds of their habitation. 


Or the next in ſucceſſion we have 
this ſingular deſcription. /ſachar is 


a ſtrong Aſs, couching down between two 


burdens, and he ſaw that the reſt was good, 
and the land that it was pleaſant ; and 


bowed his ſhoulders to bear, and became a 


ſervant unto tribute. Iſſachar may repre- 
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ſent thoſe inferior members of Chriſt's | 
body, whoſe ſtation it ĩs, to perform the | 
loweſt offices of ſervice to their 1 more 
| favoured brethren; who ſubmit with 


patient reſignation, tothe twofold bur. 


den of poverty and hard labour, till the 
timeofremunerationcome. The word, 
Iſſachar, ſignifies © remuneration,” in- 
timating that ſuch as are here deſcribed 
ſhall in no wiſe loſe their reward. 
Though their condition be low and de- 
ſpiſed among men, as that of an aſs 
couching under his burdens, they ſhall 
not be overlooked of God at the laſt 
◻œ◻Ttle poor ſhall eat and be ſatisfied, and 
the generation of the ſaints ſhall praiſe 


 Unvex an image not leſs remark- 
able is repreſented the charatter of 
Dan, of whom it is faid— Dan ſhall 
judge has people, as one of the tribes of I. 


/ 
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rats) He is deſcribed as a' ſerpent by 
| the way, an adder in the path; that biteth 
the horſes heels, jo that his rider ſhall fall 
backward: _ The word, Dan, ſignifies 
judgment.“ Sinners may think they 
walk ſecure, but there is a ſerpent in 
their way, an adder in their path, that 
ſhall overthrow them when they leaſt 
expect it When. men ſhall ſay, peace 
and ſafety, then ſudden deſtruction cometh 
upon them unawares, and they ſhall not ef- 
cape, but the horſe and his rider, the ſin- 
ner and his vain confidence, are over- 


vhelmed and periſh together. 


He RE Jacob, almoſt ſpent and ex- 
hauſted with fatigue, pauſes for awhile 
in the midſt of his propheſy, and ex- 
claims I have waited for thy ſalvation, 
O Lord as much as to ſay, © Weary 
and vorne out with age, I am ready 

“to depart at thy call; I only deſire 
Nm 2 


« to finiſh what remains of this future z 
« ne of 80 ee 


OT recovers deln d proceeds : 


T6 


111 * a . ee overcome ling: bu 
e HAIG at laſt. In almoſt 
every verſe there is an alluſion to the 
name of the Peatums: The word, Gad, 
ſigniſies a troop:” And here the 
warlike character of this tribe is pre- 
dicted, ſubject to the common fate of 
war, ſometimes to be conquered, and 
at other times to conquer; but, it is 
promiſed, that he ſhall overcome at 
laſt. So, in our Chriſtian warfare, we 
have enemies many and mighty to 
contend with, who may ſeem to tri- 
umph for a while, but in the end, we 
are more than conquerors through ain 
that loved us oa ee e e 


9 
8 in - PR 5 ; 
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- Or Aſher it is ſaid— Out of Aſher 
hh bread-ſhall be fat, a he ſhall yield 
royal dainties. Aſher lignifies „ blel- 
e ſedneſs.” A fertile tract of land is 
bis allotment. In the country be- 


| longing to this tribe, did Chriſt pass 


much of his time upon earth: Here 

he turned the water into wine, and 
diſcourſed concerning himſelf, the 
bread of life, the belt of bread and 


| __—_ dainties. 


t N. APTHALI, is deſcribed, as @ hind 
let looſe, he groeth goodly words. As the 
hind, by nature timid and fearful, ab- 
hors confinement, and loves to ſport 
at large, and bound along the extend- 
edplain; ſo it is with Napthali, aword 
which ſignifies, conflict with tempta- 
& tion.” And when the mind is ſet free 
from temptation, it is then like an hind 

ſet at liberty. The Pſalmiſt, praiſing 


6 — > I 8 . . a 
N XIV. 
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_ 'God for his deliverance, makes uſe of 

this very compariſon He maketh my 

my feet like hinds fert. So in like man- 
ner the prophet Habakkuk . Although 

_ the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall 
Fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive 
fall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no 
meat: the flocks ſhall be cut off from the 
Fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls 
Here you have conflict with temp- 
tation. Now mark the ſequel, and 

you will ſee the hind let looſe, and ut- | 

ter goodly words of praiſe.— Yet, ſays 
he, wil I rejoice in the Lord, Iwill joy in 
te God of my falvation. The Lord God is 
my ſtrength, and he will make my feet like 
hands feet, and he will make me to walk 


W mine * e 


a0 length the old latins to 
ae and ſeems to dwell on the 
fortunes of his favourite fon, with pe- 
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culiar delight. Joſeph is a fruitful | 
bough _—a tree that bears much fruit, 


a tree of life to his brethren. even a 


fruitful bough, by a well. — flouriſhing, 
and plentifully. ſupplied from the 
ſprings of living water—--whoſe branches 
runoverthewsll_—proteRtingthe proud 
palaces of Egypt with their Py 
thade. mt 


You ſee the BIT: highly figus 
rative. As a tree which bears much 
fruit, and ſpreads its branches far and. 


wide, ſo was Joſeph.— ſo is the wys- 


rie Jos gx, the true tree of life, which 
grows by the throne of God, whoſe 


leaves are for the healing of the na- 


tions, and whoſe _— for the nouriſh- 
ment of the . 


e Joſephs is Gurther Jefeathadkias 
The archers have ſorely grieved him, — 
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ſhot at him, and hated him. Theſe arch- 

ers were his brethren, who grieved 
him by their ill treatment, ſhot at him 
with bitter words of reproach, and 
hated him for his dreams, and becauſe 
his father loved him; they could not 
ſpeak peaceably to him, they mocked 
him, conſpired to kill him, ſtripped 
him of his raiment, caſt him into a 

pit, and then ſold him to ſtrangers: 


_ In all itiis; 7 type of Chriſt, who ex- 


perienced the like ill treatment from 
the: l his brethren. "46 


Dow 2 "Wi patent in gn. Like 
a ſteady bowman, Joſeph ſtood firm. 
As his enemies were compared to 
archers, ſo is he; but the weapons of 
his warfare were not as theirs, the vir- 
tues and graces he was poſleſt of, ſuch 
as innocence, chaſtity, fortitude, pru- 
dence, patience, faith and hope, re- 


* * — 


SERMON: W C.. © 


mained unmoved againſt all ein as 


tacks or the arms of his hands were 


made ſtrong Ly the hands of the mighty 


God of Facob __ here was his ſupport 


and ſtay. from thence is the ſhepherd 


the ſtone of Iſrael _— from the God of 


Jacob is Joſeph ſent into Egypt, as a 


ſhepherd to feed his father's family, 
and as a ſtone to uphold and ſupport 
them: Here alſo the type of Chriſt, 
the true ſhepherd, and we the ſheep 
of his paſture ; the ſtone of Iſrael, of 


whom it is ſaid _— Behold I lay in Zion 
for a foundation, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a 
precious corner ſtone, a ſure foundation. 
This is that ſtone which the builders re. 


_ jefted, and the ſame is become the head of 


the corner. Whoſoever ſhall fall upon that 


ſtone ſhall be broken, but on whomſoever it 
fall full, it-will grind him to powder. 


Nun 
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Jacos goes on to deſcribe the bleſ. 
ſednefs of Joſeph Even by the God 
of thy father, who ſhall help thee, uiii 
bleſſings of heaven, above, bleſſings of the 
OD lieth under, bleſſings of the breaſts 
and of the womb : The bleſſings of thy ſa- 
ther have prevailed above the bleſſings of 
my progenitors, unto the utmoſt bound of 
tze everlaſting hills: They ſhall be on the 
head of Joſeph, and on the crown of the 
- . . headof him who was ſeparate from his bre. 


Tux mighty God of Jacob is the 
helper of Joſeph. Parents, by their 
piety and obedience, procure bleſſings 
for their offspring the bleſſings of hea- 
ven above of all thoſe gracious in- 
fluences which deſcend like the rain 
and dew from heaven _— the bleſſmgs 
of the deep that lieti under of all thoſe 


> PW ],, 


; graces and virtues which riſe up in the 
heart of man, as fountains and ſprings 
out of the earth the bleſſings of the 


breaſts and of the womb _— of fruitfulneſs 


and increaſe in the mne of 
the divine mercies. | 


 WerL 9 dy 3 Lieſing 


ö of thy father have prevailed above the bleſ- 
 fings of my progenitors. The bleſſings | 
which Jacob had, and beſtowed upon 
his offspring, are greater and more nu- 


merous than thoſe-of his forefathers, 
Abraham and Iſaac; they are more 


_ diſtinttly foretold, and approach near- 


er their fulfilment. Unto the utmoſt 


| bounds of the everlaſting hills — far as 


the prophetic eye could pierce into the 
diſtant regions of futurity _—- they /hall 


be on the head of Joſeph, on the crown of 


the head of him who was ſeparate from his 


brethren. 


| Nun 2 
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Tas bleſſedneſs of Chriſtishere de- 
ſerided, as well as that of Joſeph ___ 
the bleſſedneſs of Chriſt, exalted -by 
God the Father, and ſet at his own right- 
hand m the heavenly places, far above all 
principality and power, and might and do- 
minion, and every name that is named both 

in this world, and that which is to come. 
Nou madeſt him, O God, a little lower 
than the angels, thou. crowneſt him with 


. glory and honour, and didſi {ct him over 


the works of hands ; thou haſt put all things 


, fubjellion under his feet ! We fee Jeſus, 


who was made a little lower than the an- 
gels, for the ſuffering of death crowned 
with glory and honour. I beheld, ſays 
St. John, and lo, a great multitude, which. 


no man could number, of all nations and 


ELindreds and people, ſtood before the throne, 

and before the lamb, clothed in white robes, 
and palms in their hands, and cried with 
a loud voice, ſaying, ſalvation to our God, 
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Sal fuel pon the throne, and 0 the 
Lamb. And every creature which is in 
Heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
_ earth, and ſuch as are in the fea, and all 
that are in them, heard I ſaying ; bleſſings 
and honour and glory, and power, be un- 

to him that ſatteth upon the e and un- | 
. ee ee ever and ever. 


ata are the bieſingy'o of bins whe 0 
was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſepa- 
rate from ſinners, that he might be 
head over all things to his church, as 
Joſeph was ſeparated from his bre- 
thren to rule over che land of Egypt. 


Las: of all comes Ange 061 
whom little is ſaid, only the warlike 
ſpirit and ſucceſs of the tribe of Benja- 
min is deſcribed under the emblem of 
a ravenous wolf. — Benjamin ſhall ra 
vin as a wolf, in the morning he ſhall de- 
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| ur the prey) . divide 
[the nere N | 

W * now gone ee the 
en and fortunes of the twelve 
ſons of Jacob, as deſcribed in the pro- 
pPhetic language of the dying patriarch: 
We are ſenſible that the explanation 
here given is very incomplete; but 
10 have deſcended into particulars 
vWwith minute inveſtigation, inſtead of 
a ſermon, would have produced a vo- 
- Jume: We have therefore contented 
ours with giving a general idea and 
outline of the moſt obvious ſenſe, in- 
terpreting Scripture, by Scripture, ac- 
cording to the plan followed through- 
out theſe diſcourſes. 


| e now for a few words 5 way 
of x application 


4 
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Tuovon not aſſembled to hear our 
future fortunes from the lips of a dying 
parent, we are met together, as in the 
prefence of God, to be inſtructed from 
his word, and to be reminded of that 
which ſhall befal us in the latter days. 


We know that after death is the judg- 


ment: Are we then prepared to die ? 
We are told that the day of the Lord 
ſo cometh as a thief in the night: How 
ſtand our accounts with God? Are we 
ready, if our Lord ſhould come, per- 
haps in an hour when we are not aware, 
toobey the awful ſummons, to quit this 
tabernacle of clay, and to reſign our 
ſpirits into the hands of him who gave 
them? Are we ready to depart from 
this world of ſin and ſorrow, this land 
of Egypt, fo remote from the heaven- 
ly Canaan, and to go home, where all 
our fathers are gone before us. here 
our brethren are going as well as we 
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here poſterity in the ſwift courſe 
ofa few ſucceeding years {hail ſoon fol- 
low us here thall be re- aſſembled 
all the generations of men, from Adam 
our firſt parent, down to his youngeſt 
deſcendant where Abraham, father 
of the faithful Iſaac, heir of the 
en the pilgrim and his 
twelve ſons, with their numerous fa- 
milies, and long defcending train of 
poſterities here we ſhall each meet 
our own anceſtors and fathers after the 
fleſh, our kindred, brethren, filters, 
families, and all receive our final al- 
lotment Tell me, Omy ſoul, when 15 
„ riſing from the grave of frail mor- 
* tality, how wilt thou look up to him 
ho is of purer eyes than to behold 
«iniquity! Into wWhoſe hands wilt thou 
« intruſt thy cauſe, or who ſhall en- 
E treat for: thee! __ Behold the pre- 
„ vailing 3 ſtanding between 
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2 thee __ God! Thou haſt a friend 
in the boſom of thy zudge. There 
“ is a rainbow round about the throne, 

e and judgment is encircled with 
* mercy— Out of the deep will I cry 
« untothee, O Lord, Lord hear my prayer. 

If thou, Lord, ſhould be extreme to mark 
et what is done amiſs,' Lord, who ſhould 
« ſtand ! But there is forgiveneſs with thee 
'& that thou mayeſt be feared. Let Ifrael 
* truſt inthe Ford, for with the Lord there 
is mercy, and with him is plenteous re- 
e demption. And he ſhall redeem ire: 
«6 e all his n 


* 
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TRE DEATH AND BURIAL OF JACOB- 


2 * ' 
> — 
* 


Ganzens, E 
And Joſeph went up to bury his father. 


Arr his dying declarations to his 
twelve ſons, Jacob renews to them the 
fame charge which he had before 
given to Joſeph reſpeQing his burial 
am to be gathered unto my people 
this was the idea of the dying man 
concerning the change he was about 
to experience: By the phraſe, my peo- 
ple, he underſtood his forefathers; and 
as a ſign of his faith, that his foul 
_.. would be with them in death, he de- 
00 2 | 
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| fires to be buried with them in Ca 
naan. Bury me with my fathers. The 
cave of Abraham was the burying 
place of his fathers: It was purchaſed 
by that Patriarch of. the children of 
Heth: Confeſſing himſelf a ſtranger 
and a ſojourner with them, this was 
the only poſſeſſion he deſired among 
them; and the inheritance thereof he 
tranſmitted to his deſcendants. 


.  AnxD now. having made an end of | 
commanding his ons. having finiſhed : 
both his bleſſing and his charge — as 
theweary labourer whoſe work is done 
— ſo does the aged Patriarch ſink 
into the ſleep of death, and compoſe 
himſelf to reſt He gathered up his feet 
into the bed, and yielded up the ghoſt, and 
was gathered unto his fathers _— to enjoy 
with Abraham and. Iſaac the pro- | 
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-mifed inheritance in the heavenly Ca- 


1 


Ay here Joſeph__ of whom it was 
faid, when the old man feared to go 
down into Egypt, that he ſhould put 
his hand upon his cyes.— Joſeph ſteps 
forward to accompliſh the promiſed 
duty. And he fell upon his father's face, 
and wept upon him, and kiſſed him. But 
cold and inſenſible is the pale cheek 
of Jacob to this laſt teſtimony of filial | 
affection; the breathleſs corpſe betrays. 
no emotion; the tears of the ſon fall 
unheeded on the countenance of the 


parent. 


Arrex the days of mourning.were- 


ended, Joſeph obtained permiſſion of 


Pharaoh, to go and bury his father. It 
was to perform the oath he had ſworn, 
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and to execute his father's Taſt dying 
requeſt.” We will accompany him to 
the cave of Machpelah : We will be- 
hold as ſolemn a proceſſion as everthe 
world ſaw: It is the Lord of Egypt 
traſporting the remains of an aged pa- 
rent to the ſepulchre of his anceſtors 
in the landof Canaan—_- With him went 
all the ſervants of Pharaoh, the elders of 
Pharaoh, the elders of his houſe, and all 
the elders of the land of Egypt. To tef- 
tify their gratitude to Joſeph, the E- 
gyptians joined in this tribute of re- 
ſpe& to the memory of his father. 
There went up alſo, all the houſe of Jo- 
feph, and his brethren, and his father's 
_ houſe, all who were able to travel, or 
could be fpared from their occupa- 
tions _—— only their little ones, their flocks 
and ther herds, left they in the land of 
-— _ __ Goſhen. And there went with them both 
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chariots and. horſemen __— not only. for 5 


honour and grandeur, but as a guard 


to protect them from the bands of rob- 


bers, which infeſt the countries through : 
which they had to jon. — And it was a 


Very great company. e WAL CINE 


I was not long ago, that we ſaw this 


| venerable old man with his numerous 
family traveling towards Egypt, in the 


waggons which Joſeph had ſent to car- 
ry him; and we now ſee him brought 


back, a breathleſs corpſe, with a far 
more numerous train, with all the ho- 


nours of Egypt, and attended by his 
own countrymen and kindred. Thus 


is there no exemption from the grave, 


even to the moſt favoured and elett: 
ſervants of God; they too muſt de- 
ſcend into the darkneſs of the tomb? 
But, as the prophet ſaith, when the 


righteous is taken away, ke ſhall enter. 


F — rs m2 
” * \ > * * y 4 * * 
- y f 


mn r -Kk! e e nte o 
s ; ; 
” 


SERMON XV. 


; they Shall re reſt. in FAM Gels, a 


 eacho one ve aling in his kin ner 0 


2 e the. bak of Sat arri ive 
at the confines of the land of Canaan 
they cameto the threſhing floorof Atad, 
which is beyond Jordan. About to en- 
ter the land of their forefathers, the 


promiſed land of their inheritance; 


the type of Heaven, they make a ſo- 


lemn pauſe. A thouſand religious, 
tender, and affecting recolleQions riſe 
in proſpetct before them. Here it was, 
that God had ſo often appeared to their 


favoured race; here he had entered 


into covenant with Abraham, renewed 


it with Iſaac, and confirmed it to their 
father Jacob; here they had paſſed 


their early years of childhood and in- 


nocence, happy under the protection 


and diviſion had ariſen among them, 
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or Joſeph became ſeparated from his 


brethren ; here was depoſited all that 


was earthly of their venerable an- 
ceſtors; here they were going to 
place the remains of Jacob; here 


they themſelves expected to be one 


day laid, and being all of one blood, 
to mingle in one common duſt; for 


even mere natural affettion abhors 


the very idea of ſeparation, and would 
fain expreſs, far as her periſhable 

commodity will permit, the image 
and ſimilitude of ſpiritual and-eternal 
love: Here it was that they united 
their kindred ſympathies to: mourn 


their father's death And they mourn · 


ed with wan and mo N lamentation. 


FS: x 7 


Aust who! mourn the death: of Wow 
wha had died in faith, and was al- 


ready received up into glory; 4 
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=_ 7: Fos this plain reaſon. Love, as was 
5 ' aid before, abhors ſeparation; and 
when thoſe we love are taken from 
us, the ſoul feels, as it were, deprived 
of her accuſtomed reſting-· place, and 
bereaved of the ſource of her choiceſt 
Hliſs. Old as was Jacob, his ſons ſtill 
loved him as their father, and regard- 
end him as the common centre which 
bound them to each other. Beſides, 
we are, in the preſent life, the crea - 
tures of ſenſe, ſtruek with appearances, 
and governed infinitely more by what 
dee ſee and hear, than by the diQtates 
bof reaſon and reflection: Owing to 
this, there is always ſome degree of 
doubt and unbelief intermixed with 
the evidence of chings not ſeen. That 
which appears not palpable to the eye, 
ſeems as though it exiſted not; and 
even Heaven's glories fade, ſeen only 


FY Jas — ww maws WO. 
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170 kak as through a glaſs, darkly, 


Though we believe our deceaſed 
friend to be {till alive, and that only 
the {lender partition of this body of 


fleſh and blood ſeparates us and him; 
yet as we no longer behold him ſen- 
ſibly preſent with us, we cannot but 
lament our loſs; for a loſs it is, and 
we feel it ſo to be, when the wonted 


communication between man and man 
is interrupted, when our friend is re- 


moved to the realms of light, while 
we remain below in a vale of tears, 
It is not the paſſion of grief in itſelf, 


but the exceſs of it, that is culpable. 
It-is a feeling that does honour to hu- 


man nature; but then it muſt be kept 
under due reſtraint, and in ſubordina- 


tion to the higher principle of dutiful 


. reſignation to the will of God. We 
may ſorrow, but not as without hope. 
'In the midſt of tears, we mult comfort 


* 
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ourſelves with the promiſe of a n 


rettion- It was thus that David la- 
mented his Jonathan ; it was thus that 


Jieſus wept at the grave of a beloved 


Lazarus; it was thus alſo that the ſons 
of Jacob mourned for their father, 
when they came to the threſhing floor 
of Atad__ They mourned ſeven days with 

4 great and ſore lamentation.; fo that 
wen the inhabitants of Canaan ſaw the 
mourning in the floor of Atad, they. ſaid, 
This is a grievous mourning to the Egyb- 
tians ; wherefore the name of it was called 

1 prehe ann of the Z. 2 


Wee cbe threſhing f floor - of Rand 
wey had not far to travel to the place 
of their deſtination. Imagine to your- 
ſelf, that you ſtood upon the plain of 
Sichem, and beheld the mournful pro- 
ceſſion paſs by go with them — en- 


ee , 95 


ter the cave of Machpelah, and con- 


template the venerable depoſitory of 
the holy patriarchs. Dark and dreary 
is the ſcene; But let faith open her 
proſpedds beyond the grave, and you 
no longer behold the gloomy ſepul- 


chre you no longer ſee yourſelf 


ſurrounded by the weeping mourners 


you are no longer with the body 


of Jacob he is riſen and already 


do you behold his raiſed ſpirit receiv- 
ed into the aſſembly of the bleſſed, 
the congregation of the faithful in 
heaven. This is indeed Jacob ga- 


thered unto his fathers. In the earthly 


Canaan, he obtained no inheritance 
but a burying place for his bones; 
but here, in the heavenly Canaan he 


finds that reſt, and happineſs, and peace, 


which till now he had ſought in vain. 


And while the pious care of ſurviving 


relatives and ſriends conſigns to the 
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_.. earth the fleſhly tabernacle; its „ 
ſpiritual gueſt, no longer now the te- 


nant of clay, aſſociates with congenial 


ſpirits, and rejoices in the glorious li- 


n of the ſons of God. 


* 
. 


. precious achin the * pices which 5 
were uſed to embalm the dead, is the 
conſolation, which ſweeten affliction's 
bitter cup, and alleviates the pangs of 
grief at parting with our deareſt friends 
ner L1ve, for God ſtill calls him- 
ſelf the God of Abraham, 1ſaac, and Ja- 
cd, long after theſe holy men had ſlept 
in death, which he would do, were 
Abraham, Iſaac, and jacob now no 
more. The God of Abraham, is the 
God of all our fathers: e therefore 
live to. > him. pt 6 


eee this, 
ye whole hearts bleed for the loſs of 
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Z deparidd friends. The RIP” TR 
that ſubſiſted between them and you 
is interrupted, ſo far as relates to this 
carnal, animal, life; but their connec- 
tion with the Divine Being is eternal, 


an immortal ſubſtance, and therefore 

cannot die; it muſt ſubſiſt for ever, 
becauſe it depends not for ſupport, on 
the periſhable ſubſtances of this world, 

but has its life fed and nouriſhed from 
the: ſpiritual and eternal eſſence of 
God himſelf. The body is compoſed 
ofthe elements of this world, and muſt 
be reſolved into them again ; but the 
ſoul hasan higherorigin, and is formed 
to know, and love, and praiſe the Au- 
thor of its exiſtence. All the relations 
that begin in the body, muſt end with 
it; but ſpiritual relationſhip, or the 
apt congruity of mind to mind, which 
is the ſource of pure affeQion, and 


indiſſoluble. The ſoul of man is 5 


| — 0 
5 . for Sven. 50 Er up 0 
VILA 0. 
ina as e. „ to o Cod, 0 — 
Keno: each other, mutually connett- 
ed and endeared by ſocial fympathies 
by ſympathies, which no parting 
pang ſhall ever wound. for neither 
as here, where one generation goeth, 
and another cometh... where the chil. 
 drenof this world-marry; and are given in 
marriage and a new race ſprings up 
to ſucceed that which is paſling away 
but all is there fixed and eternal 
res ſons of God, and of the reſurrec- 
tion, they neither . nor are n in 
Ns. 7 | 


n . are as s the 0 God i in 
— life of the ſaints in glo- 


ty is of a nature n angelica 11 

is not ſaid, they are Adam in Para- 

diſe. that were much. but, as the 
angels of God in Heaven. bleſſed, 
more than mortal heart can conceive, 
or mortal tongue expreſs. They are 
always praiſing God; therefore, they 
are always happy. They ſhall hunger 
no more, nor thirſt any more; neither 
fall the ſun, nor heat ſmite them: for 
ue that hath mercy on them ſhall lead them, 
even by the ſprings of water ſhall he lead 
them, and they ſhall drink f his wann 
| WAI | 
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Sone of ] acob, with all the mourning 
train, return to Egypt. The forrow- 
ful impreſſion, made by the death of 


their father, was not ſoon to be eraſed, 

nor was their own ill treatment of Jo- 

ſeph forgotten. Though he had be- 
2 q 


vgs ern Av. 


haved to them with ſeeming Badseß 
affettion, during the life of their 
om non parent; yet, this reſtraint be- 
ing removed, they were afraid he 
might not now forego the opportuni- 
ty of revenge. So ſuſpicious is guilt, 
ever apprehenſive of puniſhment, be- 
cauſe conſcious of having deſerved it. 
They will not venture to appear in 
the preſence of Joſeph, till they have 
firſt ſent a meſſenger to avert his diſ- 
_ pleaſure. Thy father, ſaid they, did com- 
mand us before hie died, ſaying, Thus ſhall 
ye fay unto Foſeph, forgive, I pray thee 
now, the treſpaſs of thy brethren, and their 
fat; for they did unto thee evil. And now, 
ue pray thee, forgive the treſpaſs of the fen. 
vants" of the God. of thy father. It is the 
father of Joſeph that here pleaas with 
him in behalf of the brethren. The bre. 
thren of Joſeph urge their fuit, not on · 
ly as the — __ the _ parent, 


wn 
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but as the ſervants of OY 6 God 
whom Joſeph's father worſhipped-.Tt 


was not poſſible to reſiſt this double 
plea, of nature, and of grace Joſeph 
wept when he heard it. After the recent 


event that had happened, to ſee fo ma: 
ny ſons of his father, now all in his 
power. their preſent ſorrow and diſ- 
treſs. their plain and open confeſſion 


of their guilt the affecting idea of 


their condition, which reduced themto 


the neceſlity of holding up their hands 
for mercy, when they had loſt their 


protector; might well call forth the 


tears of Joſeph. And he faid, Fear : 


not: for am I in the place of God? 


But as for you, ye thought evil againſt me: 


but God meant it unto good, to bring to paſs, 
Now therefore fear ye not: Iwill nouriſh 
you, and your little ones. And he comforted 
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0 iſthy does the codrfilebaime; +: 


EIT N lle thecu rent of ſome mighty ſtream, 
bear away ſucceſſive generations of 
men! We who ſo lately witneſſed the 
dying fcenes/ of the father, now ap- 
proach to contemplate the cloſing mo- 

ments of the ſon. We behold Joſeph 

arrived at the age of an hundred and ten 
years. He has lived to ſee the poſterity 
of his ſons Ephraim's children of the 

third generation, and the children of Ma- 

chir the fon:'of- Manaſſes, brought up upon 
nis knees. to receive of him, as their 
fathers did from Jacob, the bleſſing of 

a dying patriarch. Wich his dying 
breath he expreſſes his faith in God, 
and aſſures his brethren of the fulfil- 
ment of the divine promiſes. He char- 
ges them to keep his bones unburied, 

_ till the day ſhould come, when they 

ſhould be ſettled in the land of Canaan; 

and, like his father, he exacts of them a 


I 
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. promiſe, with an oath, that they would _ 


| bury him there. $0 Joſeph died, being 
an hundred and ten years old: and they 


Kage OY 1 
e 


J Bur not in Eg cept t did the bonds of | 
Joſeph moulder into duſt. Like Ja- 
cob, it was his dying hope, to be ga- 
thered unto his fathers: In this coffin, 


therefore, are his bones preſerved, till 


the deliverance of the children of I. 


rael out of Egypt. As they j journey 


through the wilderneſs, the bones of 
Joſeph travel with them: And when 


they arrive at the promifed land of 
their inheritance, then do theſe find 


their reſting- place i in Canaan. 


So when our $PIRITS quit this mor- 


: tal clay, they find not here their bu- 
rying place. In this Egypt we ſojourn 
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for awhile; but Biba: is our ever- 

laſting home: Thither our hopes and 
wiſhes tend; nor contented” reſt, till 

ſafely lodged where the deſire of 
every wandering heart muſt ultimately 
centre_—in the bofom of our F ather 


and our God. 
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